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The Old North State Online Magazine: https://ncssar.org/about/the-old-north-state/ 

 
 

President’s Ponderings  
            Chapter President Roy C Lightfoot 

 
  

                 

April was full of activities which took the Catawba Valley Chapter from the mountains to the coast of North 
Carolina. And we completed our fifth of six multiple grave markings at Pilgrim Church! Only one more to go and 
that will be at the end of our 136th National SAR Congress in Greensboro in July!  

On 4 April 2026, Catawba Valley in partnership with the Bethabara Chapter of the SAR presented the fifth of six 
multiple grave markings at the Pilgrim Reformed Church in Lexington, North Carolina. Chapter Members 
participating were Chapter President Roy Lightfoot, Chapter Vice President Rick Hubbard (who received his well-
deserved SAR Grave Marking Medal from NCSSAR State President Stephen McKee), Chapter Secretary / Treasurer 
Dan Beal (who has at least three of his ancestors buried here), Chapter Registrar Kyle Smith, Compatriot Bob Clark, 
and Compatriot Jody Avery. In addition, our Chapter was joined by a soon to be transfer from West Virginia SAR, 
Jack Johnson. In addition, the Chapter premiered the revamped Chapter Wreath courtesy of Lisa Pupkiewicz, 
Vesuvius Furnace Chapter, NSDAR.  
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On 11 April, Catawba Valley was invited to participate in a Patriot Marker Dedication by the Elizabeth Maxwell Steele Chapter, NSDAR, of 
Salisbury at the Third Creek Presbyterian Church Cemetery in Cleveland, NC. Special THANKS to Patricia Dance, America 250! Committee Chair 
and ALL the Daughters of the Chapter! This was an outstanding program with plenty of Patriots in this cemetery who need to be marked! 
Participating from our Chapter were Chapter President Lightfoot, Chapter Secretary / Treasurer Beal, and Compatriot Bob Clark and Compatriot 
Jody Avery and also Daughter Lisa Pupkiewicz, Vesuvius Furnace Chapter, NSDAR!  

    

    

   
On 12 April, Chapter Secretary / Treasurer Beal traveled to Halifax, NC to participate in the 250th Anniversary Commemoration of the Halifax 
Resolves! Beal was a participant in the Color Guard and was able to fire three volleys with the Firelock Detail! The Halifax Resolves gave North 
Carolina's delegates to the Second Continental Congress permission to vote for independence and were on display during the event. In addition, 
Governor Josh Stein became a member of the NSSAR through the Raleigh Chapter, NCSSAR! HUZZAH!!  

      

On 12 April, Chapter President Lightfoot and Lisa Pupkiewicz Vesuvius Furnace Chapter, NSDAR, traveled to Fort Defiance in Lenoir, NC for the 
Spring Muster of the Lenoir's Rangers. While there, they drilled with the Rangers and celebrated the 250th Anniversary of the Halifax Resolves by 
reading the Resolves and firing volleys in honor of this important part of North Carolina and the United States history during the American 
Revolution. The date 12 April 1776 is one of two dates which appear on the North Carolina state flag!!  

Pictures On Page 3 

 

 

 



 

  

“Fort Defiance, Lenoir’s Rangers, and the Halifax Resolves” 

    

On 16 April, Chapter President Lightfoot presented the story of his SAR Patriot, "Jacob Parkerson - The Accidental Ancestor Patriot", at the 
Colonel Alexander Erwin Chapter, NCSSAR meeting. He was presented with a "Certificate of Appreciation" from their Chapter President Tom 
Lesser. All SAR members should make a point to share the story of their Patriots at every opportunity! If there are any of you out there who are 
willing to share their stories, please reach out to your local SAR Chapter and offer to speak at one of their gatherings!  

    

On 18-19 April, Members of the Catawba Valley Chapter NCSAR, the Vesuvius Furnace Chapter NSDAR, and the Lincoln County Hearth Cooks 
attended the 31st Annual Loch Norman Highland Games at Historic Rural Hill in Huntersville. Chapter President Lightfoot and Chapter 
Secretary/Treasurer Beal were on hand to insure all of the tasty treats were well taken care of! In addition, Lisa Pupkiewicz Vesuvius Furnace 
Chapter NSDAR, and Paulette Gardner prepared all of the delicious dishes!! In addition, Regent Pamela Lentz Speight and Historian Dawn Dale of 
the Carolina Emerald Chapter, NSDAR found us! Unfortunately, we did not get a picture with Dawn!  

    

On 18 April, members of the Catawba Valley Chapter participated in a combined SAR Color Guard for the 100th Anniversary Celebration of the 
Major William Chronicle Chapter NSDAR's founding at the First Presbyterian Church, Gastonia, NC. Over 130 attendees were treated to a 
program by Lady Martha Washington. All were treated to a spirited sword cake cutting, presentation of well-deserved awards, and several 
exciting raffles. Participating were our Chapter Vice President Hubbard, Chapter Secretary/Treasurer Beal, and Compatriot Avery. In addition, 
Greg Catledge of the Mecklenburg Chapter served as the Color Guard Commander and Regional VP Frank Aikmus carried the national colors. 
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Outreach to local veterans is a very important part of mission of the SAR. Catawba Valley Chapter is very proud of our veterans and veterans' 
family members we come into contact with. Each month, Chapter JROTC and Veteran Liaison and Vice Commander of American Legion Post #16, 
Jim McCauley, attends a veterans’ breakfast at Terra Bella Assisted Living Center in Newton. While there, he has conversations with several of 
our country’s veterans. Along with Jim, Post Commander Ben Setser is in attendance.  

    

In addition to the importance of our country’s veterans, it is extremely important to recognize the youth in our communities! Chapter Registrar 
and Assistant Scoutmaster Kyle Smith presented the SAR Eagle Scout Certificate to Eagle Scout Harrison Cadwallader. Harrison is the 52nd Eagle 
Scout of Troop 383. Any Eagle Scout can be recognized for the great achievement of the rank of Eagle by the SAR. Please reach out to Kyle Smith, 
our chair of this committee, if you know of any who are deserving of our recognition. (picture below in the first picture)  
In addition, if it is the spring of the year and nearing the end of the school year, it can only mean ONE thing…SAR JROTC Medals! This year we are 
fortunate to have our Chapter Vice President Hubbard assist with Chapter JROTC and Veteran Liaison McCauley in the presentation of these 
medals. This year, the Chapter decided to not only recognize the youth but also the instructors with Certificates of Appreciation. So far, these 
Certificates have been well-received by the instructors!  
Pictures from left to right: Eagle Presentation – Eagle Scout Cadwallader and Chapter Registrar and Assistant Scoutmaster Smith; JROTC Medal 
Presentations: Chapter Vice President Hubbard with Cadet Cole Roberts and LtCol Channing Moose, USA (ret) and SGM Matthew Wheeler, USA 
(ret) Bandys High School on 23 April;, Hubbard with Cadet First Sergeant Reese Wilson and Col Andrew Weatherstone, USA (ret) and 1stSgt 
William Thiel, USA (ret) Fred T Foard High School on 25 April. Pictures taken by Chapter JROTC and Veteran Liaison McCauley.  

     

Our next formal Chapter meeting will not be held until August as the Chapter will be extremely busy readying for the Wreath Laying for the 
246th Anniversary of the Battle of Ramsour’s Mill Commemoration on 13 June, the Battle Weekend in conjunction with the Lincoln County 
Historical Association and National Congress in July.  
Please be sure to be making plans for attending the SAR National Congress in July. Information for the 2026 National Congress event in 
Greensboro, NC 10-16 July 2026 can be found here: https://ncssar.org/2026-national-congress/ 
As always, the Chapter Leadership is always open to suggestions, so, if you have any, please do not hesitate to suggest them! We look forward to 
seeing as many of you are able to attend any and all of our events in the future! Please be thinking of how you can get involved with our 2026 
National SAR Congress in Greensboro! July will be here before you know it!  
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Sincerely, Respectfully, and Patriotically Yours, 
Roy C Lightfoot, Chapter President 

 

https://ncssar.org/2026-national-congress/


 

 

 

 

The Catawba Courier welcomes 
submissions, comments and/or 

suggestions.  
Please send them to 

cat.val.ncssar.1776@gmail.com 
or 

capn_roy@hotmail.com 

 
Events in May 1776 

May 6: The Virginia House of 
Burgesses met for the last time, 
ending colonial government in 

the state, while the Virginia 
Revolutionary Convention voted 

for independence and elected 
Patrick Henry as governor. 

May 10: Congress approved a 
resolution advising colonies to 

create new, independent 
governments. 

Mid-May: The American siege of 
Quebec collapsed; General John 
Thomas reported British ships 

landing troops, forcing the 
Continental Army to retreat. 

May 15: The Virginia Convention 
formally passed a resolution 

instructing delegates in Congress 
to propose a declaration of 

independence. 

May 17: A Congressional Fast 
Day Proclamation was issued, 

setting this date as a day of 
"Humiliation, Fasting and 

Prayer". 

May 20: Citizens in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, signed the 
Mecklenburg Accords (or 

Resolve), signaling local defiance 
and support for independence. 

May 21: Patriots repulsed a 
British attempt to secure 

supplies on Grape Island in 
Boston Harbor. 

May 25: Major British 
reinforcements arrived in North 

America (at Halifax and then 
Boston). 
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Logistics 
SAR & DAR Happenings – All events are FREE unless otherwise indicated. 

• 10 May – Mother’s Day 
• 15 May – School Outreach, G.E. Massey, 130 Newbold St, Lincolnton, NC 28092, 9 – 11:15 AM. 
• 16 May – Battle of Alamance County/Patriots’ Day, 5803 NC-62, Burlington, NC, 10 AM – 4 PM, 2:00 PM  
• 19 May – Battleground Elementary, Third Grade, Lincolnton, NC – 1 – 2:15 PM 
• 20 May – 251st Anniversary Mecklenburg Declaration, Charlotte,  
• 23 May – 246th Anniversary of Buford’s Massacre, 262 Rocky River Road, Lancaster, SC, 10:30 AM. 
• 25 May – Memorial Day, Lincolnton with American Legion Post #30, Exact Site/Time, TBA 
• 25 May – Patriot Graves Flag Placement, Wherever Patriots are buried (Raising of the Flags at Ramsour’s Mill) 
• 4 June – Cub Scout Day Camp – Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, 4420 County Home Road, Conover, NC, 12 noon. 
• 6-7 June – Battle of the Waxhaws Reenactment, The Museum of the Waxhaws, Waxhaw, SC, All Day.  
• 12 June – 246th Commemoration Battle of Ramsour's Mill Reception, Hampton Inn, Lincolnton, 6 – 8 PM 
• 13 June – 246th Anniversary – Battle of Ramsour’s Mill, The Mass Grave, Battleground Elem. Sch., Lincolnton, 10 AM. 
• 14 June – Flag Day  
• 20-21 June – 246th Anniversary Battle of Ramsour’s Mill Reenactment Weekend, The Reinhardt Cabin, All Day.  
• “1776”, Joy Theatre, Kings Mtn–19-21, 26-28 June–Shows 19, 20, 26, 27 @ 7:30 PM; 20, 21, 27, 28 @ 3:30 PM. 
• 21 June – Father’s Day 
• 4 July – Independence Day, 250th Anniversary of the United States – Site/Time TBA. 
• 10-16 July – 136th NSSAR National Congress, Greensboro, NC.  
• 16 July – Pilgrim Reformed Church, Multiple Grave Marking, 797 Pilgrim Church Road, Lexington, NC, 2 PM 

Our next regular Chapter Meeting will not be until August because of the Battle of Ramsour’s Mill Events, 13 June 
and 20-21 June and National Congress 10-16 July in Greensboro.  

The Sons of the American Revolution  
is a nonpolitical, patriotic, educational 501c3 organization of men who have ancestors who fought for or otherwise 

supported the War for independence from Great Britain that established the United States of America. 
• Working to preserve our nation’s past 

• Assisting schools, teachers and the public 
• Sustaining and preserving our history and constitutional principles 

Membership is open to any male (no age limit) who can direct descend from a man or woman who contributed 
to our country’s Independence. A patriot did not necessarily have to serve in the military but might have 

supported the Revolution by paying a supply tax, providing food for troops, serving as a juror, or being a local 
public servant. Join Today! 

 

              
 
 

 

Compatriot Birthdays 
for May 

Roy Lightfoot (8th) 
Bill Beam (18th) 

HUZZAH!! 
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