
 

 

Message from the President 
Greetings Compatriots, 
 
My tenure as your Chapter 
President is coming to an end 
soon and many thoughts and 
reflections of the past two 
years are running around in my 
head. It has been one of the 
pleasures of my life to repre-
sent this organization and it’s 
members during my term. I’m 

thankful for each and every member of this small but tal-
ented group of like minded compatriots. Thank you for 
your patience and kindness towards me with what I have 
attempted to accomplish. The past couple of years have in 
my opinion been successful and hopefully this success will 
allow this chapter to propel itself into the new year and 
the celebration of the 250th Anniversary of our great re-
public next year.   
 
I want to take this time to introduce you to the leadership 
of our State Society which we as members rely on for di-
rection and leadership in all we do. After attending the 
Summer Board of Managers meeting in Raleigh several 
weeks ago I came to the realization that most of our 
membership doesn’t know very much about who these 
men are and what they are all about. Take my word for it, 
the North Carolina Society is in good hands and under a 
leadership group that has only one thing on it’s mind and 
that is the advancement and success of the NC Society. 
President Stephen McKee has a grand vision of this cele-
bration that is about to take place. The 2026 National 
Congress of the National Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution will be held in Greensboro next 
year and it will require the effort of every Compatriot in 
the society to make this a success.  
 
As we enter the end of our Chapter year and begin the 
transition to new leadership in our small but active chap-
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ter let use be mindful of patience and support for our new 
officers. Remember, we are all volunteers and do what we 
do because we love it. This is a very important year for the 
Halifax Resolves Chapter. People from all over the State 
of North Carolina will be watching as we celebrate the 
250th Anniversary of the Adoption of the Halifax Re-
solves on April 12th. We need to put our best foot for-
ward and give them something to talk abut. Huzzah! 

2014 & 2016 winner — 1st Place Nationally (single sheet)—Carl F. Bessent Newsletter Award 

The next meeting will be held Wed., November 

12, at the Halifax United Methodist Church Fel-

lowship Hall, 150 S. King St. in Halifax, at 6:30 

pm.   

On the agenda: This will be the Chapter’s Annual 

Meeting and the election of officers. 

The cost of the meal will be $15. Reservations are 

required and must be in by 5:00 pm on Fri., No-

vember 7. Please contact President Riggan at 

(919) 495-0706 or bill.riggan.sar@gmail.com if 

you’re coming.   

Visit our chapter website at: 
Halifax Resolves Chapter website 

The NC SAR Newsletter: 
”The Old North State” 
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Dusty Corners 

We all know that good genealogists have to be private investigators, but did you also 
know they need to be skilled in mathematics?  It’s true.  Sometimes a basic 
knowledge in addition, subtraction, and even fractions can be helpful in research.  
You didn’t believe your fifth grade teacher when she told you fractions were im-
portant, did you? 
 
To illustrate this point, let’s look at the estate record (64 pages in all!) of Mrs. Priscil-
la Ethergain, who died in Halifax County near Scotland Neck in 1886.  Mrs. Ether-
gain died intestate (without a will), so her estate was required to be divided evenly 
among her heirs.  The problem is, it wasn’t divided evenly -- everybody didn’t get 

the same amount.  That’s where some math skill becomes essential.   
 
The estate file is filled with references to money – payments to the estate, and payments from the estate for debts 
owed.  .   There were medical bills -- a local doctor had apparently visited her repeatedly, but the bills stop in June 
1886 – indicating that’s when she died.  Only after all the debts were paid and collected could the estate be divid-
ed 
 
The file contains statements from four people.  Mrs. Mary F. Bell and Mrs. Sallie Whitehead both wrote that they 
did not want to administer the estate of their mother Mrs. Ethergain.  (important clue)  Mrs. Alice Pittman and 
Mrs. Anna Bishop simply wrote that they didn’t want to administer the estate.  They all asked that Wilson 
Allsbrook handle the estate. 
 
As the estate was being handled and settled, the administrator Mr. Allsbrook  paid varying sums of money to 
these four ladies.  If you total up all the small and large payments, you come up with these figures: 
 
To Mrs. Sallie Whitehead  $282.31 
To Mrs.Mary Bell   $282.31 
To Mrs. Alice Pittman    $141.15 
To Mrs. Anna Bishop    $141.15 
 
How do we deal with the different amounts? Mrs. Whitehead and Mrs. Bell each received the same amount of 
$282.31.  Remember that they said they were daughters of the deceased Mrs. Ethergain.  But look closely at the 
other shares – both Mrs. Pittman and Mrs. Bishop received $141.15.  Take out your pencil and practice long divi-
sion, and you’ll find that each of these shares is half of what the other ladies received.  In essence, Mrs. Pittman 
and Mrs. Bishop are “sharing a share.”  
 
What does this all mean?  And what happens when we start to try to put the Ethergain family tree together?  In 
our next article, we’ll discuss some of the roadblocks and surprises that we encountered along the way 
 
Questions or comments?  Contact David at dbg557377@gmail.com. 
 

David Gammon 
Chapter Genealogist 

This is the eighth in a series of articles discussing the settlement of estates in 18th and 19th century North Carolina. 
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Chapter Activities 

August 23, 2025—New Bern 

August 9, 2025—Raleigh 

Vice President Mark Pace in the guise of Benjamin Franklin presented an educational program to the William 
Polk Chapter, NC DAR titled “Signers of the Declaration of Independence”. The event was held at the Car-
olina Country Club and attended by more than 80 interested DAR Members and guests.  

Mark Pace Vice President and Chaplain Harry Albert presented the Halifax Resolves Wreath at the 251st Anni-
versary of the Commemoration of the New Bern Resolves. Also attending was Asbury Station NC DAR 
member and 2nd Vice President of the DSDI member Sheryll Albert.        
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Chapter Activities (cont.) 
August 27, 2025—Rocky Mount 

Mark Pace VP presented an educational lecture to the members of the Colonial Dames and Friends of the Bras-
well Library titled “Musings & Reflections on the Declaration of  Independence & the Current State of 
Our Union in the Year 1788”. The event was held in the Braswell Memorial Library. Approximately 80 interest-
ed individuals were in attendance. L-R, Renny Taylor, Halifax Resolves Chapter Historian, Traci Thompson, 
Braswell Library, John Penn & Colonial Dames members.  

September 6, 2025—Hillsborough 

Celebration of the 250th Anniversary of the Third North Carolina Provincial Congress took place in Hills-
borough and was sponsored by the Hillsborough Society. Vice President Mark Pace appeared in the persona of 
John Penn of Granville County accompanied by Chaplain Harry Albert and his wife, Sheryll Albert, 2nd Vice 
President of the National Society of the DSDI and member of the Asbury Station NC DAR Chapter. A large 
contingent of attendees were present including NC Society President Stephen McKee and First Lady Lynne 
McKee.  
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September 13, 2025—Halifax 

Chapter Activities (cont.) 

The Halifax Resolves Chapter met for its regular meeting on Wednesday evening at 6:30 PM in the Fellowship 
Hall of the Halifax UMC. A delicious supper was served by the Halifax UMC Ladies and enjoyed by all those 
present. The speaker for the meeting was Mr. Michael K. Brantley. Michael is an award-winning journalist and 
photographer and the author five nonfiction books. Captain Otway Burns: Tarheel Privateer, Legislator and 
hero of the War of 1812 will be out this fall. His most recent book was A Southern Season: Rural Stories, a mem-
oir collection about the disappearing South which was nominated for the Sam Ragan Old North State Nonfic-
tion Award. It is a follow-up to his first book, Memory Cards: Portraits from a Rural Journey, which reached No. 1 
on Amazon in nonfictions in 2016. Galvanized: The Odyssey of a Reluctant Carolina Confederate, was published in 
May 2020 is about Brantley’s great-great-grandfather who fought in both armies during the Civil War, walked 
halfway across the country and was involved in a bizarre hometown postwar murder. It is nominated for the 
Sam Ragan Old North State Nonfiction Award and the Wiley-Silver Prize. Brantley’s work has been published 
in magazines and newspapers for nearly four decades and he teaches creative writing, honors research, litera-
ture and journalism at Barton College, where he is the Elizabeth H. Jordan Chair of Southern Literature and 
was the Lincoln Financial Teaching Excellence Faculty Member of the year in 2023.. 

Left - Immediate Past President Geoff Pittard was presented with his 10 Year SAR Member Service Award for 
service to the SAR. Right - President Riggan presented tonight’s speaker, Michael Brantley an SAR Certificate 
of Appreciation for his presentation. 
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September 13, 2025—Warrenton 

Chapter Activities (cont.) 

September 14, 2025—Stovall 

Mark Pace, Vice President of the Halifax Resolves Chapter attended the ceremony commemorating the death of 
American Patriot John Penn. The event was sponsored by John Penn Chapter NC DAR at the site of his original 
grave and commemorated the 237th Anniversary of the death of one of North Carolina’s three signees of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

John Penn portrayed by Vice President Mark Pace was the 
featured speaker at the Annual Preservation Warrenton 
Partners Meeting. The meeting was attended by some 80 
interested members and guests.  
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September 20, 2025—Raleigh 

Chapter Activities (cont.) 

September 26—27, 2025—New Bern 

The North Carolina Society SAR held its Summer Board of Managers Meeting at the NC State University Club at 
9:00 AM. Chapter President Bill Riggan attended this important meeting along with other SAR leadership from 
around the state. Chapter officers, regional and state leadership came together at this time to discuss where the 
State Society is headed and what our goals are for the coming years. The SAR National Congress is coming to 
Greensboro next year and will be attended by compatriots from mall over the United States. If you are so in-
clined, there will be many opportunities for you to volunteer and help out with this important event for our State.  

Left - Vice President Mark Pace and Chaplain Harry Albert attended the Descendants of the Signers of the 
Declaration of Independence 2025 Fall Meeting held in New Bern. Mark presented a program titled “A Mal-
contented People: Armed Insurrection North Carolina 1677 - 1775”.  
 
Right -,On Friday Chaplain Harry Albert attended a lecture and tour of the St. John’s Masonic Lodge #3 AF & 
AM. Harry is flanked by Charlie Odom, guest and Dr. Bob Ainsley, Past President of the New Bern Chapter  NC 
SAR.  
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September 30, 2025—Nashville 

Chapter Activities (cont.) 

Renny Taylor was presented a check in the amount of $500.00 from the Micajah-Pettaway 
Chapter NC DAR to help with expenses for a field trip to Baltimore and Philadelphia for a 
group of Nash County high school students. Pictured with Renny are left, Carol Ludwig, 
Past Regent and right, Frankie Powell current Regent of the Chapter.  
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Upcoming Statewide  

Activitie< 

 

 

November 2nd—Six Patriot Grave Markings,  2:00 
PM - 4:00 PM, Location: Pilgrim Reformed Church, 
797 Pilgrim Church Rd, Lexington, NC 27295. Orga-
nized by: The Bethabara Chapter, NC SAR 
 
November 15th—Caswell Wreath Laying Ceremony,  
11:00 AM—12:00 PM, General George Washington 
Chapter, Moseley-Bright Chapter NCDAR. Location: 
Governor Caswell Memorial, 2612 W Vernon Ave, 
Kinston, NC 28504 
 
November 17th—“Picturing Washington’s Army– A 
Historic Discovery” at Barton College, 6:00 PM—8:00 
PM, Wilson County Historical Association, Howard 
Chapel, Barton College, 200 College St NE, Wilson, 
NC 27893 
 
December 15th—Commemoration of U.S. Bill of 
Rights Day, 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM,  New Bern Chapter, 
NC SAR,  Union Point Park, 210 E Front St, New 
Bern, NC 28560 

The Sons of the American Revolution honors our 

Revolutionary War patriot ancestors by promoting 

patriotism, serving our communities, educating 

and inspiring future generations about the found-

ing principles of our Country.  
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