
 

 

Message from the President 
Greetings Compatriots, 

 
After two years and putting together 
12 of these messages to the Chapter 
in each newsletter, these will be my 
final words of encouragement to you 
as President of the Halifax Resolves 
Chapter. I have enjoyed each and 
every minute of it!  Just can’t believe 
how fast it has gone by. This small 

but healthy chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution has 
accomplished many good deeds in the past two years. Thank 
you to each and every one of you for your support, contribu-
tions and input into the success of this chapter. A special thank 
you to David Gammon and Steve Avent for your support, ad-
vice and counsel during this period. There is just no way I could 
have navigated it without you. I am blessed and grateful for 
your friendship. It’s not a one man show and it took all of us to 
make it happen. Thank you. 
 
With strong leadership in the wings, hopefully this chapter will 
continue to thrive over the next decade. Incoming President 
Mark Pace is about as engaged in the history of North Carolina 
as a person can be and is a proven leader at many levels. Sup-
port him, get involved, and we will continue to make progress. 
Applications are being accepted and processed but it’s up you, 
the membership, this group of Compatriots. All of you collec-
tively will cause this to happen, not one man. Support your 
leadership.  
 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, January 8th with the 
installation of a new slate of officers, the induction of a new 
member, Zach Myers. Stephen McKee, President of the North 
Carolina Society, will be here to preside over the induction and 
installation of our new officers. Be sure to attend this important 
meeting in the life of our chapter and support your new leader-
ship. They will need your help. I promise.  
 
This next year, the 250th Anniversary of the founding of our 
great republic will be a pivotable year for the Halifax Resolves 
Chapter. We will be hosting and sponsoring our signature Na-
tional SAR event, The Commemoration of the 250th Anniver-
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sary of the Adoption of the Halifax Resolves. We will be receiv-
ing Mr. Michael Elston of Virginia, the President General of the 
National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution, and 
honoring the celebration of this event in the form a permanent 
plaque celebrating this day of April 12, 1776 in the history of our 
United States and the State of North Carolina. Hopefully this 
will be a day to remember for many years to come.  
Huzzah, Huzzah, Huzzah! 

2014 & 2016 winner — 1st Place Nationally (single sheet)—Carl F. Bessent Newsletter Award 

The next meeting will be held Wed., January 

14th, at the Halifax United Methodist Church 

Fellowship Hall, 150 S. King St. in Halifax, at 6:30 

PM.   

On the agenda: This will be new Chapter Presi-

dent Mark Pace’s first meeting as President. The 

State SAR President is expected to attend and 

awards will be presented. 

The cost of the meal will be $15. Reservations are 

required and must be in by 5:00 PM on Fri., Janu-

ary 9th. Please contact Past President Riggan at 

(919) 495-0706 or bill.riggan.sar@gmail.com if 

you’re coming.   

Visit our chapter website at: 
Halifax Resolves Chapter website 

The NC SAR Newsletter: 
”The Old North State” 
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Dusty Corners 

In our last article, we examined an early estate in Halifax County.  Let’s continue our 
investigation.   
 
The deceased was Mrs. Priscilla Ethergain, who died in 1886.  Her estate division 
showed that her heirs were Mrs. Sallie Whitehead, Mrs. Mary Bell, Mrs. Alice Pittman, 
and Mrs. Anna Bishop.  But Whitehead and Bell got twice the money that Pittman and 
Bishop each received.   
 
We needed to identify the heirs, starting with their maiden names.  To do this we had to 

look at every record available -  census records, marriage records, wills, deeds, death certificates, and estates divi-
sions.  Every record was potentially useful. 
 
We first identified Mrs. Ethergain.  In checking the marriage records, we found that Priscilla Bryant had married 
James Ethergain in 1833.  Prior to that, Priscilla Young had married Benjamin Bryant in 1826.   Priscilla was mar-
ried twice! 
 
Fortunately, both Whitehead and Bell had indicated they were daughters of Mrs. Ethergain.  But by which hus-
band?  Marriage records showed that Sally Whitehead’s maiden name was Bryant.  But there was no marriage rec-
ord for Mary Bell.  Census records showed her with her husband John W. Bell.  The death certificates for some of 
their children showed us Mary Bell’s maiden name was also Bryant.   
 
Who were Pittman and Bishop?  In looking at the marriage records in Halifax County, we found a marriage li-
cense for Alice Shields to Henry Pittman in 1871, but there was no license for Anna Bishop.  Looking further, we 
found that Alice Shields was the daughter of Joseph John Shields and Elizabeth Bryant.  Estates papers indicated 
there was also a daughter Anna Shields –later known as Anna Bishop!  So now we have three daughters of Priscil-
la by Benjamin Bryant – Mary, Sally, and Elizabeth.  Since Alice Pittman and Anna Bishop divided a share, we 
concluded that their mother Elizabeth was dead by 1886. 
 
But census records showed us that Priscilla also had a daughter Anna Ethergain, and we learned she had married 
Charles Shields.  Why wasn’t she mentioned in the estate?  We concluded that Anna had indeed married, but died 
childless prior to 1886.   
 
So now we have identified the heirs of Priscilla Ethergain.  This is a very brief article, and the actual research took 
much longer than it did to read this!  As usual, one single record will not prove things for us.  We have to be crea-
tive and examine as many records as possible, because we never know where the definitive clue will be found.  
This leads us back to a basic rule in genealogy --- Check all sources! 
 
 
Questions or comments?  Contact David at dbg557377@gmail.com. 
 

David Gammon 
Chapter Genealogist 

This is then ninth in a series of articles discussing the settlement of estates in 18th and 19th century North Carolina. 
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Chapter Activities 

October 25, 2025 - Stovall 

October 16, 2025 - Louisburg 

Vice President Mark Pace presented a program titled, “A Malcontented People: Armed Insurrection in 
North Carolina, 1677 - 1775”  to the Shocco Creek Chapter, NC DAR. The program was held in the sanctuary 
of the Louisburg UMC. Pictured above are, Donna Mallory, Regent, Mark Pace and Jackie McNamara, Registrar.  

VP Mark Pace appeared in the guise of John Penn as the Guest of Honor at the First Annual Stovall Harvest 
Festival. He opened the ceremonies, recreated the signing of the Declaration of Independence as Stovall’’s most 
famous person and two living history presentations were also made by Mr. Penn. 
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Chapter Activities (cont.) 
October 26, 2025 - Stovall  

Vice President Mark Pace in the guise of John Penn presented a program on the Declaration of Independence to 
a group of some 25 residents from the Glenaire Care Retirement Community assembled in the historic St. Peters 
Episcopal Church.  

November 13, 2025 - Halifax 

The Halifax Resolves Chapter held its Annual Meeting on Wednesday evening at 6:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
of the Halifax UMC. A delicious Thanksgiving Dinner was served by the Ladies of the church. A number of 
guests were present including prospective members and friends; several DAR members were in attendance.  
 
Tonight being the Annual Meeting, a new slate of officers was elected to serve for the next two years. You will 
find a list of the elected and appointed officers within this newsletter for the ensuing years. Renny Taylor gave a 
report on the Knight Essay Contest and the US History Teacher of the Year Award. New member William Willis 
Boddie, Jr. was inducted into the Society by President Riggan. Compatriot Boddie thanked all those present and 
gave a few short remarks.  
 
After the election of officers, President Riggan presented a number of awards to individuals who were instru-
mental and supportive during his tenure as President of the Chapter. After the presentation of awards a few clos-
ing remarks were made by President Elect Mark Pace and President Riggan. After the SAR Recessional and the 
Benediction the meeting was adjourned.  
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Chapter Activities (cont.) 

Our newest Compatriot, William Willis Boddie, Jr. of Oxford was inducted into the Society by 
President Bill Riggan and was presented his SAR rosette by his sponsor, Mark Pace.  

A new slate of officers were elected.to serve the Chapter for the term of 2026 - 
2027.   L - R are Harry Albert, Jr., Vice President, Michael Cooper, Secretary, 
Steve Avent, Treasurer, Mark Pace, President elect and Bill Riggan, Registrar & 
outgoing President.  
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2025 President’s Awards 
Halifax Resolves Chapter, NC SAR 

November 12, 2025 

Chapter Activities (cont.) 

Left - The Ladies of the Halifax UMC were presented a “Certificate of Appreciation” for their continued 
support of our chapter. Linda Pressley and Frankie King received the award on behalf of the ladies. The Hali-
fax Resolves Chapter would not be what it is today without their continued assistance.  
 
 
Right - Sheryll Albert, 2nd VP of the Society of the Descendants of the Signers of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and Asbury Station Chapter, NC DAR member was presented the prestigious “Lydia Darragh 
Medal” for her continued support of the Halifax Resolves Chapter. Sheryll and her husband Harry have al-
ways been there whenever and wherever they are needed.  

Awards!  To some they are everything. They get framed, hung on the wall and worn at every opportunity. For 
others they are something that get put away in a drawer for their children to find decades into the future. They 
are a form of acknowledgement and recognition for a job well done. For me, as the President of the Halifax Re-
solves Chapter, they are are my personal expression of gratitude to each recipient for what they have done for me 
personally during the past two years. The SAR gives unquestionable authority to Chapter Presidents to present 
awards to anyone he deems worthy of their presentation. These simple honors are my way of telling you, thank 
you for what you do!  I appreciate it more than you will ever know. Bill Riggan.   
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Chapter Activities (cont.) 

Left - Compatriot Jim Rook was presented the coveted “Henry Knox Medal” for his consistent and 
continued support of our chapter. Another one of those people who are always there when you need 
them.  
 
Right & Below - Mark Pace, Vice President; Michael Cooper, Secretary; Harry Albert, Chap-
lain; were presented the distinguished “Roger Sherman Commendation Medal”. Each of these re-
cipients has gone above and beyond the call of duty on all occasions to promote and represent the SAR 
and the Halifax Resolves Chapter whenever an opportunity presented itself. Without the close support 
of these men, this chapter would not have operated as smoothly as it has. You made the difference! 
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Chapter Activities (cont.) 

Left - Compatriot Renny Taylor  and Compatriot Jamie Rook were both presented the distinguished 
“Chapter Meritorious Service Medal” by President Riggan. Renny is the Chairman of the Knight Essay 
Contest and the US History Teacher of the Year Award. Jamie is the Chairman of the Brochure and Poster 
Contest. This medal is awarded to SAR Compatriots who have rendered long, faithful & meritorious ser-
vice to their chapter. The success of these programs within the Halifax Resolves Chapter and the State So-
ciety have been a direct result of the effort of these two individuals.  

Halifax Resolves Chapter Most Valuable Player 
 
Finally, every successful team has a “most valuable player”. What exactly makes a most valuable player?  
Well, he is the one person you can always go to that knows the answer to almost all of the questions. A 
most valuable player is the one person you can always depend on for positive, logical and common sense 
advice. As I said, every coach or even an SAR Chapter President has a most valuable player. For the last 
two years, I have had the distinct pleasure of serving as President of this small but active chapter and my 
most valuable player without question is Steve Avent. Chapter Founder, Charter Member, Past Chapter 
President, Treasurer and mentor to everyone in this chapter. He is the man that drives hours to each meet-
ing to be here with us. He has been presented almost every award and medal that can bestowed upon a 
Compatriot by his Chapter and the North Carolina Society. Our current Northeast Region Vice Presi-
dent and the recipient of the North Carolina Society’s highest honor, the most distinguished Patriot Med-
al. Steve, I am forever grateful to you for your friendship and counsel. No award, no medal and no certifi-
cate, just my sincere thanks. 
 
Bill Riggan, President 



 

 

Chapter Officer< 
 
 

President:  Mark Pace 

110 E Spring St., Oxford, NC 27565 

(919) 603-5182, markpace1960@gmail.com 

 

Vice President: Harry Albert 

105 Gatestone Ct, Cary, NC 27518 

(919) 332-2047, hlalbert78@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: Michael Cooper 

255 Forest Lakes Road, Louisburg, NC 27549, 

(919) 702-4055, michael.cooper.sar@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer: Steve Avent 

9809 Coral Bells Ct., Toano, VA 23168 

(252) 955-2103, savent917@gmail.com 

 

Registrar / Past President:  Bill Riggan 

108 Loy Dr., Louisburg, NC 27549 

(919) 495-0706, bill.riggan.sar@gmail.com 

 

Chaplain: Zach Myers 

505 Cedar St, Louisburg, NC 27549 

(919) 702-3239, myerszach65@gmail.com 

 

Genealogist: David Gammon 

PO Box 887, Linville, NC 28646 

(828) 504-2944, dbg557377@gmail.com 

 

Historian / Webmaster: Renny Taylor 

254 Old Silver Lake Rd. Wilson, NC 27896 

(252) 314-7407, rhtaylor@ncpschools.net 

 

Chaplain Emeritus: Rev. Duncan Jones 
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Upcoming Statewide  

Activitie< 

 

 

January 31, 2026—245th Cowan’s Ford Graveside 
Ceremory & NCSSAR Board of Managers meeting.  
Location: Hopewell Presbyterian Church 
10500 Beatties Ford Road, Huntersville, NC,   
Graveside ceremony: All Day,  
BOM meeting: 10:00 am—3:30 pm. 
 
February 27, 2026—250th Anniversary of the Battle 
of Moores Creek Bridge. 
Location: Moore's Creek Battlefield, 
200 Moores Creek Dr, Currie, NC 28435. 10:00 am—
4:00 pm. 
Additional activities will continue on Saturday and 
Sunday, February 28-Mar 1 from 10:00 AM-4:00 PM. 
 
March 27—28, 2026 — 2026 NC SAR Annual Meet-
ing. 
Location: Embassy Suites by Hilton Greensboro Air-
port  
204 Centreport Dr, Greensboro, NC 27409. Time: All 
day. 

The Sons of the American Revolution honors our 

Revolutionary War patriot ancestors by promoting 

patriotism, serving our communities, educating 

and inspiring future generations about the found-

ing principles of our Country.  
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The Halifax Di<patch 
The New<letter of the Halifax Re<olve< Chapter, NC SAR 

Steve Avent, Editor, Bill Riggan, Co-Editor 
Mark Pace, Harry Albert, Renny Taylor—Contributor< 


