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President's Message 
 

Stephen P. McKee 
President, NCSSAR 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

My fellow Compatriots, 
 

I hope everyone had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New 
Year's. The NCSSAR finished 
strong in 2025, and 2026 is now 
upon us. America’s 250th Birthday 
is just around the corner. Excite-
ment is building as Compatriots 
take a leading role in the Semiquin-
centennial celebration of our Liber-
ty and constitutional Republic. 

 
It falls on the SAR, the DAR, and the CAR, in partner-
ship with historic sites in our communities, to be the van-
guard in telling the story of the men and women who 
struggled valiantly to establish a nation founded on the 
proposition that all are created equally by God, that He 
gave us all individual Rights, unalienable from our hu-
manity, and that the only just power of government is to 
secure and protect those Rights. 
 
We simply cannot leave the message of this historic year 
to pop culture icons, whose aim is to alter the reality of 
the Revolution to suit the skewed biases, prejudices, and 
ignorance of our age. If we do not take the lead in shar-
ing the truth of how our nation was born, the inevitable 
result will be minimization of the monumental events 
that took place here 250 years ago and casting of a su-
spicious, slanted view of the suffering that our ancestor 
Patriots endured in establishing the Republic. 
 
We are also just a mere six months away from the 2026 
Congress in Greensboro. Hotel registration is now open 
via the State website. Congress Registration will open in 
May and will be accessible via the SAR website. 

 
Consider volunteering for these available positions at the 
SAR Congress (July 9-16): Day Captain, Bus Captain for 
Tours, Registration Team, Lobby Host Table, Delegate 
Credentialing, General Volunteer, and other important 
roles. 
 
There are many reasons why you should volunteer. You 
can meet and connect with fellow Compatriots from all 
over the United States and the world. You can play a vi-
tal role in the success of a historic and meaningful event. 
You can showcase the spirit and hospitality of North 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Carolina, and you can develop new skills and gain valu-
able event experience. Finally, you can make lasting 
friendships and unforgettable memories. 
 

Whether you can give a few hours on one day or work 
several positions and shifts over several days, your time 
 
 

and effort will make a tremendous difference. We invite  
you to join our Team and be part of this outstanding cele-
bration of heritage and fellowship. 
 

Ready to volunteer? Sign up today and help us make the 
2026 SAR Annual Congress in Greensboro and the cele-
bration of 250 years of Liberty and Independence events 
that this country will remember for many years to come. 
More information, along with an easy online volunteer 
registration and sign-up form, are available at this link: 
https://t.ly/lfpHb. 
 

We will be throwing a great birthday party like none oth-
er for these United States in North Carolina. Don’t miss 
it! Thank you for your support and commitment. Togeth-
er, let’s make history in the Old North State. 
 

Yours in Liberty, 
Stephen 
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NCSSAR STATE OFFICERS 
2025-2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEPHEN P. MCKEE 
State President 

 
 

JAY DELOACH, RDML, USN, RET. 
2026 Congress Chairman 

 
 

GEORGE STRUNK, SMSGT, USAF, RET. 
National Trustee 

 
 

PAT J. NIEMANN, COL., USA, RET. 
Alternate National Trustee 

 
 

STEVE A. VAN PELT 
Immediate Past State President 

  
 

P. ANTHONY "TONY" ZEISS, EDD 
Senior Vice President 

 
 

FRANK H. AIKMUS 
Foothills Region Vice President 

 
 

CRAIG S. ISAACSON 
 Mountain Region Vice President 

 
 

STEVEN F. AVENT 
Northeast Region Vice President 

 
 

BRUCE A. FENSLEY 
Piedmont Region Vice President 

 
 

MICHAEL T. AYCOCK 
Southeast Region Vice President 
Assistant to the State Secretary 

 
 

CHRIS GRIMES 
Assistant to the State President 

 
 

REV. RODERIC J. MULLEN 
State Chaplain 

 
 

GARY C. SPENCER, SGT, ARNG 
State Color Guard Commander 

 
 

A. ROBERT 'BOB' SIGMON 
State Secretary 

 
 

SAMUEL C. POWELL, PHD 
State Treasurer 

 
 

BOBBY JAY ERVIN 
State Registrar 

 
 

DAVID A. ALLS 
State Genealogist 

 
 

ROY C. LIGHTFOOT 
State Historian 

 
 

DENNY W. COLVIN 
State Webmaster 

 
 

WILLIAM "JOSH" TATE 
Assistant State Webmaster 

 
 

JOHN ELLIOTT 
State Color Guard Adjutant East 

 
 

 
 https://ncssar.org/about/leadership/   

 

Membership 
Update 

 
NCSSAR welcomes 40 new 
members (September 27, 
2025 to December 31, 
2025) 

 
Bethabara Chapter 
John Mock Branon  
Williams Eugene Branon, Jr  
Bradley Scott Darr  
Cody Conrad Darr  
Curtis Frederick Darr 
Ronald Edgar Darr  
 
Blue Ridge Chapter 
George Bolton Alley, III 
Christopher Jackson Gray 
John Christopher Matthews 
 
Col. Alexander Erwin Chapter 
Bryan Scott Lester 
Victor Micol, III 
Logan Spencer Morgan 
Samuel Ramesh Narayan 
 
Col. Daniel Boone Chapter 
Curvin Nelson Dellinger, III  
Andrew Benton Thomas  
Albert Marshall Yount 
 
Colson's Mill Chapter 
Christopher Zeb Ferguson 
 

Gen. Francis Nash Chapter 
Robert Travis Landers  
Wolfgang Kalaw Landers  
Hayes Rensselaer Maddux  
Bodhi Bernard Reily  
Naveen Christopher Reily  
Paul Silas Reily  
 
Gen. George Washington 
Chapter 
Patrick Douglas Parker 
 
Lt. Col. Felix Walker Chapter 
Ernest Allen Riles 
 
Lumber River Chapter 
Thomas Wayne Mundell 
 

Mecklenburg Chapter 
Jeffry Christian Burden  
Noah Harlow Burden 

Roy Godwin Cottingham 
Brian Aiden Joseph Lang  
Michael Louis Lovieno  
 
New Bern Chapter 
Peyton Claiborne Alexander  
 
Raleigh Chapter 
Bryan Corydon Babcock  
Donald Joseph Brown, III  
Caswell Harrison Choi 
Steven Austin Jesseph  
Benajah Glenn Eure 
Thomas William Patton  
Scott Lewis Place  
James Duane Radke  

 
NCSSAR extends its deep-
est thoughts and prayers 
to the families of the foll-
owing compatriots who 
recently passed away 
 

Robert Sloan Buff,  III 
Dallas Coons Rightmyer 
Robert John Wolfrom 
Samuel Woodruff 

 
NCSSAR Membership 
Inquiries  
 

Since September 26, the following  

NCSSAR Chapters have received a 

total of 6 membership inquiries: Lt. 

Col. John Phifer (2); Salisbury (2); 
Mecklenburg (1); and Raleigh (1). 
 

PAT J. NIEMANN, Chairman 
Membership Committee NCSSAR  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Every government degenerates 

when trusted to the rulers of the 

people alone. The people them-

selves, therefore, are its only safe 

depositories." 

 
~Thomas Jefferson notes on the 

State of Virginia, Query 14, 1781 

 

 
 

 



 

Chapter News 
 

Blue Ridge Chapter 
 
The Chapter Color Guard presented the colors at the 
grave marking ceremony for Patriot Joseph Henry (1763-
1840) on October 4 at the Old Beulah Baptist Cemetery 
in Etowah. Craig Isaacson of the Grave Marking Com-
mittee moderated the event. Brett Callaway and Dr. 
Garry Linton delivered readings. Tom Rightmyer served 
as Chaplain. Compatriot John Mathews presented a 
biography of Patriot Henry. Participating Color Guard 
members included Brett Callaway, Larry Chapman, 
Craig Isaacson, Garry Linton, Ken Weglarz, and Bob 
Wood. 
 

 
 
Representatives from NCSDAR also rendered honors 
and provided wreaths, including Becky Wood, Ruth 
Davidson Chapter; Connie Isaacson and Karen Newhall, 
Abraham Kuykendall Chapter; and Jill Chapman, 
Waightstill Avery Chapter. Twenty-four attendees were 
present. 
 
 
 

 

On October 9, Dr. Garry 
Linton had the unique oppor-
tunity to speak at an out-of-
state event. He presented an 
educational program titled, 
"Health and Disease during the 
Revolution" to the Moss Point 
Rotary Club in Moss Point, 
Mississippi. 
 

Dressed in militia/civilian at-
tire, Garry's presentation was 
well received by 22 people 
who were present for the pro-
gram. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The Chapter Color Guard presented the colors for the 
Wreaths Across America ceremony at Forest Lawn Ceme-
tery in Hendersonville on December 13. Participating 
Guardsmen (pictured L-R) included Brett Callaway, John 
Crotts, Craig Isaacson, Garry Linton, Don Narup, Jack 
Tate, Ken Weglarz, and Bob Wood. Approximately 200 
people attended the event. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

On October 25, Blue Ridge 
Chapter participated in the 
dedication of Earle's Ford 
monument in Polk County 
in Tryon, hosted by the 
Polk County America 250 
NC Committee. Chapter 
Compatriots were widely 
represented in the solemn 
program moderated by 
Craig Issacson (pictured), 
NCSSAR Mountain Region 
Vice President. David 
Linton and David 
Gallentine assisted with 
general duties, including 
directing traffic and crowd 
management. Ron 

Chapman read a poem, “Blood Gift.” Tom Rightmyer 
served as Chaplain. Craig Issacson and Garry Linton 
delivered the dedication of the monument. Color Guard 
members included: Brett Callaway, Larry Chapman, 
John Crotts, Ron Chapman, Craig Issacson, Garry 
Linton, Brian McCall, Ken Weglarz, and Bob Wood. In 
attendance were some 250 people. Remarks were provid-
ed by several State Congressional dignitaries, including 
Sen. Ted Alexander, Rep. Jake Johnson, Rep. Tim 
Moore, and Rep. Chuck Edwards. They were joined by 
Columbus Mayor Pat McCool. A comprehensive histori-
cal account of the Battle of Earle's Ford by Craig 
Isaacson is available at https://t.ly/9YMpf. 
 

DR. GARRY LINTON, President 
Blue Ridge Chapter NCSSAR    
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Catawba Valley Chapter 
 

On September 11, 
Catawba Valley 
Chapter members 
participated in the 
Patriot Day Cele-
bration at South 
Newton Elemen-
tary School. They 
were joined by the 
Hickory Tavern 
and Vesuvius Fur-
nace Chapters 
NCSDAR. Chap-
ter President Roy 
Lightfoot, Chapter 
Vice President 
Rick Hubbard, 

Chapter Color Guard Commander Rob Buff, and Com-
patriot Stu Myers presented colors for the entire student 
body, faculty, and staff. Police cars and fire trucks also 
marked this wonderful day. 
 
The Chapter participated in a Con-
stitution Bell Ringing program 
sponsored by the Jacob Forney 
Chapter, NCSDAR on September 
17. Pictured (right) is Beverly King 
Moore reading a proclamation. 
Chapter compatriots Rob Buff and 
Roy Lightfoot fired a musket 
volley as part of the program. 
 
Catawba Valley Chapter was invited to attend the open-
ing night of "Liberty Mountain: The Revolutionary Dra-
ma" on September 19. Compatriots Rob Buff, Roy 
Lightfoot, Brandon Mosteller, and Lisa Pupkiewicz of 
the Vesuvius Furnace Chapter NCSDAR, introduced the 
show with a musket volley. Liberty Mountain drama 
group is one of numerous historic groups that the Chap-
ter partners with in the greater community.  
 

 
 

 
The Chapter participated in the grave marking ceremony 
for Patriots Evan Ellis, John Wilcoxson, and Aaron Van 
Cleve at Joppa Cemetery in Mocksville, NC on Septem-
ber 21. Chapter Secretary-Treasurer Dan Beal, Compatri-
ot Bob Clark, and future compatriot Jody Avery (pic-
tured below, L-R) attended the event and participated in 
the combined NCSSAR Color Guard. Several descend-
ants of the Patriots were in attendance. Of note, this his-
toric cemetery is where Squire and Sarah Boone, parents 
of Daniel Boone, are buried. 
 

 
 
On September 26, Roy and Compatriot Kyle Smith (pic-
tured below, right) presented Ms. Nancy Lee with the 
SAR Law Enforcement Commendation Medal. Ms. Lee 
has worked in law enforcement for over 30 years and 
will be retiring soon. In addition to receiving this award, 
Compatriot Smith presented Ms. Lee with a North Caro-
lina flag which was flown over the Capitol Building in 
Raleigh in her honor. In attendance were many of her 
family and friends, former court judges, and several law 
enforcement officers. 
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Catawba Valley and 
Col. Alexander Ervin 
Chapters NCSSAR 
participated in the re-
enactment of the skir-
mish known as "Bloo-
dy Bill" Cunningham's 
Raid at the Walnut 
Grove Plantation Fest-
ival in Roebuck, SC 
on October 4-5. Join-
ing NCSSAR were  
the Vesuvious Furnace 
NCSDAR, the SC 

Independent Rangers, and the Lenoir N.C. Rangers. 
While at the event, Roy inducted his nephew, Scott 
Lightfoot, into the SAR and the Catawba Valley Chapter. 
 
On October 6, Catawba 
Valley attended a program 
presented by Daniel 
Shippey (who portrayed His 
Excellency General George 
Washington) and his wife, 
Kelly Shippey (who por-
trayed Lady Martha Wash-
ington) in Boone. The 
Shippeys presented their 
program to area fifth grad-
ers where they spoke of the 
Washingtons' lives during 
the Revolution in Virginia. 
They offered good advice 
for students to remember a-
bout what Washington 
learned from his father. Af-
terwards, they invited ques-
tions from students. 
 

Chapter representatives 
attended the 245th 
Commemoration of the 
Anniversary of the Bat-
tle of Kings Mountain 
held in Jolly Park, Gaf-
fney, SC, on October 7. 
Paul Cashion, Presi-
dent of the Daniel Mor-
gan Chapter SCSSAR, 
and other members pre-

sented an outstanding program. NCSSAR Compatriot 
Scott Collins, who also holds dual membership with the 
SCSSAR, led the combined Color Guard. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

On October 11, Roy and future Compatriot Jodie Avery 
traveled to the 245th Anniversary Commemoration of the 
Battle of Shallow Ford in Huntsville. This battle, another 
between Patriot and Loyalist Militias, took place one 
week after the Battle of Kings Mountain and caused sup-
port for the British to wane. This event is a NCSSAR 
State event and was also attended by many Chapter re-
presentatives from the NCSDAR and the NCSCAR. 
 

 
 
Current officers were inducted for two more years at the 
Chapter meeting on November 1. Steve Bailey (pictured 
left) and Bill Beam (right) swore the SAR Oath as new 
Compatriots and received membership certificates from 
Chapter President Lightfoot. Medals were also awarded. 
Clark Rick Hubbard and Dan Beal each received the SAR 
Silver Color Guard Medal. Bob Clark received the SAR 
250th Anniversary Silver Medal, and future Compatriot 
Jody Avery received the SAR 250th Anniversary Bronze 
Medal. 
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Catawba Valley Chap-
ter and Bethabara 
Chapter co-hosted the 
fourth of six multi-
grave markings in Lex-
ington, NC, on No- 
vember 2. Honored 
were six patriots from 
the Pilgrim Reformed 
Church of Old Rowan 
County who provided 
service during the Ame-
rican Revolution. Com-

patriot Dan Beal (pictured) shared a story of one of the 
honorees, his ancestor Philip Sauer (Sowers), who is bur-
ied in this cemetery. Chapter members were joined by 
State SAR President Stephen McKee. The last two multi-
grave markings will occur in the Semiquincentennial 
year on April 4 and during the SAR Congress on July 16.  
 

When a long-standing Compa-
triot has a great-grandson who 
is to be inducted as a new SAR 
member, and the great-grand-
father is physically unable to 
attend a meeting for the cere-
mony, leadership does the re-
spectable thing. They hold the 
induction at the great-grandfa-
ther's home. Catawba Valley 
Chapter proudly administered 
the SAR Oath to Jeremiah 
"Jeremy" Houser, with his 
great-grandfather Ben Houser 
by his side on November 4. 
 

 
 
not 

Chapter members Lightfoot, Hubbard, and Buff, along 
with Lisa Pupkiewicz of the Vesuvius Furnace Chapter 
NCSDAR, all pictured (above, L-R) participated in the  
 

 
 
 

Lincolnton Veterans' Day Parade on November 11. They 
promptly traveled to Lincolnton to attend the Veterans' 
Day Program at the American Legion Post #30. 
 

On the weekend of 
November 7-9, Roy 
attended the anniver-
sary commemoration 
of the Battle of Cam-
den, SC. He partici-
pated in Education 
Day and talked with 
students about 18th 
Century sewing and 
footwear repair, knife 
sharpening and care, 
leather and wood 
working. At the Cam-
den Battlefield, he 
identified where his 
ancestor’s N.C. Mili-

tia unit stood their ground in the Revolution. He also 
placed flags and pennies on the graves of twelve Camden 
Patriots. In addition, while there he inducted another 
family member, nephew Justin Lightfoot, into the SAR. 
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"It is impossible for the man of pious reflection not    

to perceive in it [the Constitution] a finger of that 

Almighty hand which has been so frequently and sig-

nally extended to our relief in the critical stages of  

the revolution."  
 

 

 

 

 

 

~James Madison, Federalist Papers, No. 37, January 

11, 1788 

 



 
 
 
 
 

On November 12, Cataw-
ba Valley Chapter Mem-
bers participated in the 
Leadership Lincoln Hist-
ory Day. Steve Bailey 
(pictured), while on a 
walking tour of down-  
town, presented informa-
tion about the history of 
Lincolnton and Lincoln 
County; Bill Beam dis-
cussed the American Rev-
olution in Lincoln County 

and the historic Reinhardt Cabin; and Roy Lightfoot pro-
vided information about the Battle of Ramsour's Mill and 
led the group on a guided tour of the battlefield. 
 
On 21 November, Roy and 
Lisa Pupkiewicz staffed a 
display table at the Sock 
Hop event for Carolina Em-
erald Chapter NCSDAR 
where they shared society 
information with attendees. 
Rather than a paid admiss-
ion, attendees only had to 
offer of a pair of socks, 
which were then donated to 
the VA Hospital in Salis-
bury. Socks were placed in 
a very capable George 
Washington stocking. By the conclusion of the night, the 
George Washington stocking was filled to overflowing. 
Pictured are Carolina Emerald Chapter NCSDAR mem-
ber, Kelly, and her sweet daughter. 
 

On 22 November, 
Rick Hubbard present-
ed Andrew J. "A.J." 
Troup of Troop #327 
with the SAR Eagle 
Scout Certificate in 
recognition of out-
standing achievement. 
A.J.'s Eagle Scout 
project was the install-
ation of a musical 
playground structure 
at Mt. Pleasant 

Methodist Church in Sherrills Ford. Based on good au-
thority from A.J.'s grandmother, who is a member of 
NCSDAR, he would make a great candidate for member-
ship in the CAR or the SAR! 
 

 
 
 
\\\ 

Roy Lightfoot (pictured 
right) and Rob Buff 
(center) represented Ca-
tawba Valley Chapter 
and the NCSSAR in the 
Lincolnton Christmas 
Parade on November 
30. They were joined by 
State SAR President 
Stephen McKee. Also 

present was Lisa Pupkiewicz of the Vesuvius Furnace 
Chapter, NCSDAR. 
 

On December 6, 
several Chapter 
members, along 
with representa-
tives from the 
American Le-
gion Post #30, 
and the Vesuvius 
Furnace and 
Jacob Forney 
Chapters of the 
NCSDAR, parti-
cipated in a com-
memoration of the 84th Anniversary of the attack on 
Pearl Harbor in Lincolnton. Several SAR Flag Retirement 
Certificates were presented, and volleys were fired by 
the combined Color Guard of the American Legion and 
the Chapter Color Guard. Also, in attendance was State 
SAR Vice President Dr. Tony Zeiss (pictured second 
from right).  
 

 
 
In conjunction with the Carolina Emerald Chapter of the 
NCSDAR, the Chapter participated in a Wreaths Across 
America (WAA) program on December 13. The event 
was held at the Taylorsville City Cemetery. The Chapter 
has participated in annual WAA events in various loca-
tions for a number of years.   
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Catawba Valley 
Chapter sorrowfully 
announces the pass-
ing of fellow Com-
patriot and Chapter 
Color Guard Com-
mander, Robert 
"Robby" Sloan Buff, 
III (1959-2025). 
Robby left us on the 
afternoon of Tues-
day, December 9. A 
son, husband, father, 
grandfather, musi-
cian, friend, confi-
dant, and Compatriot 
brother, Robby was 
extremely proud of 
his time and service 

with Catawba Valley Chapter NCSSAR. He often spoke 
of his Patriot ancestor and others to whom he wanted to 
trace his heritage. With hollowness of heart, Robby's 
Chapter Compatriots now have the watch, as it were, and 
steadfastly soldier on without him. Robby's full obituary 
is available at https://t.ly/w5meo. 
  

ROY LIGHTFOOT, President 
Catawba Valley Chapter NCSSAR    
 

 
 

Gen. George Washington Chapter 
 

The September Chapter meeting included a program by 
the Moseley-Bright Chapter NCSDAR. Pictured (L-R) 
are DAR member Theresa Hardy, Chapter President-
Secretary George Strunk, and Theresa's sister, DAR 
member Glenda Alcock. They spoke of the DAR cele-
bration of Constitution week, interactions with school 
students, and a historical review of the Constitution.  

 
 
 
 
 

Following the program, Ricky Hardy and his two sons, 
Michael and Brian, were inducted as new SAR members. 
Their Patriot ancestor was Lemuel (Lamb) Hardy, Jr. 
(1730-1797) for Revolutionary service in the Bertie Pre-
cinct, NC.  
 

Interestingly, Lemuel's wife, Mary Elizabeth Sutton 
Hardy (1740-1800), was the sister of John Sutton, Sr., 
whose son, Benjamin Sutton, Sr. (1752-1837) was the 
Dobbs County Patriot ancestor of eight fellow Chapter 
members, Dr. Joe Sutton, his three sons, Jeremy, Jason, 
and Jared Sutton, and his four grandsons, Jonah, Braden, 
Benjamin, and Ethan Sutton. 
 

In addition to the Hardy men, the Chapter added two 
more new members recently. At the November 20 Chap-
ter meeting, Patrick Parker and Keith Collett were induc-
ted as new SAR members.  
 

The goal to host the commemoration of the Governor-
General Richard Caswell and his son William Memorial 
as an annual event is imminent. For this year's commem-
oration held on November 15, the Chapter partnered with 
the Moseley-Bright Chapter of the NCSDAR.  
 

 
 
Attendees heard Mo Bass, Operations Manager of the 
Gov. Caswell Memorial/CSS Neuse Interpretive Center, 
dressed in a N.C. Colonial Line uniform, tell the Gover-
nor’s story. The ceremony also included a rededication 
of the Caswell Family Cemetery in celebration of a new 
fence and renewed interest in the site. The Cemetery was 
deeded to the Moseley-Bright Chapter by Rachel 
Watford, a Caswell descendent on November 3, 1929. 
Members of the 3rd N.C. Continental Line ended the 
ceremony with a musket volley.  
 

GEORGE STRUNK, President-Secretary 
Gen. George Washington Chapter NCSSAR    
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Le Marquis de Lafayette Chapter 
 

On November 15, the Chapter celebrated the 236th Com-
memoration of the N.C. Delegates Ratifying the U.S. 
Constitution in Fayetteville. The event was held at the 
historic Cool Spring Tavern, where several delegates 
stayed during the 1789 convention. 
 
Chapter Americanism Chairman Greg Conner has deli-
vered multiple Revolutionary War presentations at Har-
mony Hall to 4th grade students. Five Le Marquis de La-
fayette Chapter members joined with New Bern Chapter 
members to become certified in Black Powder to partici-
pate in SAR events. 
 
DAVID DOWLESS, JR., President 
Le Marquis de Lafayette Chapter NCSSAR 

 

 
 

New Bern Chapter 
 

Chapter President Gary Gillette, Chaplain Bob Savacool, 
and Color Guardsman Jeff Ackerson were guest speakers 
at the monthly meeting of the Joseph Montfort Chapter 
NCSDAR in Jacksonville on October 7. Their presenta-
tions provided an overview of the Chapter Color Guard, 
the Chapter Musket Team, their Military uniforms, and a 
short history of the New Bern Resolves. Pictured (L-R) 
are Jeff, Bob, Regent Jennifer Schreiber, and Gary. 
 

 

 

Members of the Chapter Color Guard and the Chapter 
Musket Team participated in one of North Carolina's 
attractions, John Lawson Legacy Days, on the Content-
nea Creek in Grifton on October 17-18. A family-friend-
ly, living colonial history festival, this unique event fea- 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

tures Colonial and Civil War demonstrations, Blackbeard 
history presentations, historic encampments, traditional 
crafts like blacksmithing and rope making, and fun edu-
cational activities for children. The day celebrates the le-
gacy of explorer John Lawson and Eastern North Caro-
lina’s vibrant history.  
 

 
 

Pictured above (L-R) are Chad Stokes, History Teacher 
at E.B. Frank Middle School, La Grange (dressed as 
British 64th Regiment of Foot re-enactor), Bob Ainsley, 
Scott Brick, Warren Knudson, David Cox, Glen 
Carpenter (all New Bern SAR Chapter members), and 
Gary Riggs (Tryon Palace and future SAR member). 
 

Gary and Chapter Flag Pro-
gram Chairman Lee Purcell 
presented the New Bern Fire-
men's Museum (NBFM) with 
a SAR Certificate of Com-
mendation in “Recognition of 
Exemplary Patriotism in the 
Displaying of the American 
Flag" on October 21. This cer-
tificate is presented to indivi-
duals, organizations, and busi-
nesses that faithfully recog-
nize and properly fly the Am-
erican flag. Pictured (left) is James McConnell, Division 
Chief of the New Bern Fire-Safety Department and 
NBFM Board Chairman, who accepted on behalf of the 
NBFM. 
 

On November 1, Chapter members hosted an "Eagle 
Scout Patriot Merit Badge Workshop” at the Garber 
Methodist Church in New Bern. Scouts were offered the 
opportunity to earn three merit badges (American Heri-
tage, Genealogy and Law), each helping them reach the 
level of Eagle Scout. Compatriot David Webster present-
ed information on American Heritage, Compatriot Glen 
Carpenter discussed Genealogy, and Compatriot Don 

Page 10 | January 2026 | NCSSAR News Quarterly | The Old North State 

                                                                                                                                                        
 
 



 

Eglinton delivered a lesson on Law. Seven Scouts (pic-
tured) from across the Southern District of the East Caro-
lina Council of the Boy Scouts of America attended the 
Workshop. Other New Bern SAR Chapter members par-
ticipating in the Workshop were Dr. Bob Ainsley, Gary 
Gillette, Lee Purcell, and Ed Stinson. 
 

     
 
Six Chapter Color Guardsmen presented America’s Col-
ors at the Veterans Day Luncheon, held at the Temple 
Church in New Bern on November 8. The luncheon was 
hosted by the Veterans Council of Craven County and 
made possible with the assistance of many local Veteran 
and Civic organizations. Annual Chapter awards were 
presented to Bill O’Brian (Veteran of the Year), George 
Liner (Lifetime Achievement), and Cotton Funeral Home 
(Civilian Business of the Year). This year over 210 veter-
ans, along with their spouses or caregivers, were provid-
ed a scrumptious lunch of fried chicken, BBQ, potato sa-
lad, baked beans, hush puppies and cake. Everyone en-
joyed the meal and the great fellowship. Pictured (L-R) 
are Guardsmen Bruce Martin, Gary Gillette, Jeff 
Ackerson, Lee Purcell, David Cox, and Scott Brick. 
 

     
 
GARY GILLETTE, President 
New Bern Chapter NCSSAR 
 

 
 
 

 

 

2026 SAR Congress 
Greensboro, NC 

 

* Make Your Hotel Reservation Now * 
  

The host hotel for the 2026 SAR Annual Congress is the 
Sheraton Greensboro at Four Seasons, centrally located 
at Interstate 40, Exit 217. Located near the airport and lo-
cal and interstate highways, Sheraton Greensboro at Four 
Seasons is a contemporary haven amid the area’s most 
popular attractions. 
 

 
 
Unpack and unwind in stylishly appointed hotel rooms 
and suites with complimentary Wi-Fi, ergonomic work-
space, rainfall showers, and 
modern amenities. Shop 200 
stores and specialty shops at 
the adjacent Four Seasons 
Town Centre, and explore a 
variety of nearby attractions, 
including Hillsdale Park, the 
Greensboro Coliseum, Koury 
Convention Center and the 
Greensboro Aquatic Center. 
 
Savor delectable cuisine, espressos, and adult beverages 
at the two distinctive restaurants and three lobby bars. 
Gather in 250,000 square feet of versatile event space, 
designed for flawless corporate meetings and memorable 
social affairs. When it’s all said and done, energize in the 
fitness center or refresh in the connected indoor-outdoor 
pools.  
 
The hotel sets the stage for an unforgettable experience 
in Greensboro, NC. Get ahead of the crowd, and make 
your hotel reservation now at https://t.ly/qqUiR.   
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Wreaths Across America: Remembers, 
Honors, Teaches 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
In a Wreaths Across America

®
 (WAA) event held on December 13, the 

Le Marquis de Lafayette Chapter recognized fallen Veterans from the 
American Revolution to World War I at the Cross Creek 1 Cemetery, 
Fayetteville. Consistent with the SAR mission, the WAA's three-fold 
mission is to "remember the fallen, honor those who serve, and teach 
the next generation the value of freedom."    4.49  7.16   1   .7 
 

Joining Chapter Compatriots were representatives from the Liberty 
Point Chapter NCSDAR, the Isham Blake Society NCSCAR, and stu-
dent volunteers from Girl Scout Troop 1885 and the Skills USA Chap-
ter of Jack Britt High School, both of Fayetteville. Pictured above (L to 
R) from the Le Marquis de Lafayette Chapter are John Turner; David 
Dowless, Jr., Chapter President and WAA Location Coordinator; Jack 
Hurley, Flag Chairman; Dan Jutson, Chapter Past President; Chris 
Ackiss, WAA Location Coordinator; Robert Alves, Chapter Chaplain; 
and David Mann, Past President. 
 

Within walking distance of the Cross Creek 1 Cemetery is the memorial grave of Isaac Hammond (bef. 1755-1822). A 
free black American, Patriot Hammond fought at the Battle of Eutaw Springs under the 10th N.C. Regiment. Pictured 
(right) is Chapter Flag Chairman Jack Hurley saluting the Isaac Hammond memorial on which a wreath had been 
placed. Read more about Patriot Hammond at https://t.ly/lF6PW.  
 

DAVID DOWLESS, JR., President 
Le Marquis de Lafayette Chapter NCSSAR 

Page 12 | January 2026 | NCSSAR News Quarterly | The Old North State 



 
 

By Lowell M. Hoffman, Contributing Author ONS 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Liell, Scott. (2004). 46 pages: Thomas Paine, Common Sense and 
the turning point to independence. New York, NY & Philadelphia, 
PA: Running Press Adult. ISBN 978-0-7624-1813-8. 240 pp. 

 
January 10, 1776 Dateline, Philadelphia–"A pamphlet has appeared on the streets of this city and is already causing a 
great stir as copies are flying out of the bookseller shops and being read aloud in pubs, coffee houses and parlors. De-
spite a price of two shillings, the arguments of the author are compelling and simply must not be ignored." 
 
With the publication of Common Sense, Thomas Paine, only fourteen months from debarking a ship from London, pro-
vided a catalyst that led just seven months later to the Declaration of Independence. “The mind once enlightened can-
not again become dark,” he said. His arguments set forth a clearly adverse pro-independence credo that previously had 
only been whispered privately. And from this simple stimulus, the public debate was changed, dramatically and irrevo-
cably. Paine had failed in several endeavors in England. Yet he was both in-
tellectually passionate and good at making connections. So good were his 
conversations with fellow Quaker Benjamin Franklin in London that 
Franklin recommended that Paine find a new beginning in America. He 
subsequently wrote a letter of introduction to aid Paine with his fresh start. 
Arriving in Philadelphia at 37 years of age, Paine met and received counsel 
from Dr. Benjamin Rush and bookseller and publisher Robert Aitken. Soon 
Paine became a writer of content for a new “Pennsylvania Magazine” that 
quickly developed a large audience, thereby setting a stage. 
 
Pamphlets were a common publication at the time. They were longer than  
a Broadside and much shorter than a book. Pamphlets were intended as a 
thoughtful exposition on a topic that, to be retained, were shared and reread 
rather than tossed aside. A total of 46 pages, Common Sense was of average 
length. However, its message was decidedly not “average”.  While he devel-
oped an understanding specifically of Philadelphia, in Common Sense Paine 
recognized that the colonists' grievances were possibly regional in nature. 
Nonetheless, all of the colonists' grievances had much in common. His argu-
ments persistently traced most every evil back to the root of British rule,  
both Parliament and King. The benefits that colonists sought could only be 
achieved by casting out the British Tyrants. The common objective of inde-
pendence could unite colonists from South Carolina to Massachusetts in a 
common (sense) cause.  
 
The pamphlet had sold 120,000 copies in just three months. Soon reprints were made by printers throughout the colon-
ies. Text was read and discussed in homes and army camps. “Why should a continent by ruled by an island” was but 
one of many questions and claims that ignited patriot passions. Importantly, once the condemnations were laid out, 
Paine turned to offering suggestions for a future democracy, a system of divided government and a sense of nation-
hood for America. 
 
President John Adams, in acknowledging Paine's political wisdom, wrote, "I know not whether any man in the world 
has had more influence on its inhabitants or affairs...than Thomas Paine." Accordingly, one can hardly find a more 
timely fireside read on the threshold of the Semiquincentennial year of America's independence than Liell's 46 Pages. 
A new copy costs less than $12; pre-owned copies are available for around $6. Begin your own consideration of Com-
mon Sense by organizing a discussion with a small group of Compatriots at your favorite coffee house. 
 
Lowell Hoffman chairs the NCSSAR Rumbaugh Oration Committee, is a member of the Gen. Francis Nash Chapter, 
and is a Contributing Author for ONS. Email comments, questions, and suggestions for future book reviews to 
lmhglobal927@gmail.com.    
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From the Revolutionary 

Book Shelf 

 



 
 
 

Fort Johnston,         Southport, NC 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

By David L. Mann, Consulting Editor ONS 

 
 

British Naval forces commanded the colonies during the 
Revolution largely due to British fleet presence along 
the coastal entrances to the backcountry. Fort Johnston, 
near the historic colonial port of Brunswick Town, was 
at the mouth of the Cape Fear River. Named after the 
then-Colonial Gov. Gabriel Johnston, who ordered it 
constructed in 1745, the Fort became a focal point of 
resistance among Patriots in the region led by Cornelius 
Harnett and John Ashe. The Fort was destroyed in an 
early military action in 1775 as Royal Gov. Josiah 
Martin remained on a British Naval ship anchored near 
the fort. The Fort is now the site of a museum operated 
by the city of Southport and a local historical society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Pilgrim Reformed Church Cemetery 
Grave Markings 

 

The Bethabara and Catawba Valley NCSSAR Chapters conducted a grave marking ceremony on November 2 in Lex-
ington, NC, to honor six Patriots from the Pilgrim Reformed Church of Old Rowan County who served during the Am- 
erican Revolution. 
 
Johann George Barrier was born in 1759 in Rowan County. Johann provided sundries to aid the war effort be-
tween 1779-1782 per his North Carolina Revolutionary Pay Vouchers. 
 
Valentine Day/Dag was born on December 28, 1743, in Germany. In September 1781, amid the American Revolu-
tion, he supported his community by providing 220 pounds of beef and was subsequently approved for reimbursement 
for his contributions prior to September 15, 1781. 
 
Philip Sauer/Sower was born about 1735 in Germany. A known Patriot, he swore an Oath of Allegiance in Rowan 
County court. 
 
Johan George Sprecker was born in Northhampton County, PA. During the American Revolutionary War period, 
he served as a Tax Assessor in the Tax District of Captain Lopp in North Carolina. Captain John Lopp's Company and 
the Rowan County Militia, along with several men from Valentine's church, fought at Guilford Courthouse on March 
13, 1781. 
 
Rudolph Younts/Younce was born in Rowan County in 1750. He served as a private in the Rowan Militia be-
tween 1779 and 1782. 
 

Johan Peter Leonard was born on March 14, 1748, in Philadelphia. He served in Captain John Lopp's Company of 
Light Horse in the Rowan Militia during the first Cherokee War in 1776. Johan, his four brothers, his father, most of 
their neighbors, and the pastor of their church were all known Patriots during the American Revolution. 
 
FRED LEARNED & ALLEN MOLLERE 
Bethabara Chapter NCSSAR    
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Historic Sites 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

   Historian's Herald 
        

 
 
 
 
 

    The Snow Campaign 
               

                      By Roy C. Lightfoot 
                     State Historian NCSSAR 

 

The Patriot Council of Safety had sent representatives to Ninety Six to rally Patriot supporters and quell Loyalist acti-
vities in the backcountry. Patriot militia had seized Fort Johnson, a major fort overlooking Charleston Harbor on Sep-
tember 15, 1775. Fearing for his safety Royal Governor William Campbell had fled to the Royal His Majesty's ship 
Tamar, leaving the provincial capital in the charge of the Council. At this point, the Council began the improvement 
and expansion of Charleston’s coastal defenses.  
 
On November 11-12, an exchange of cannon fire occurred between them and the Royal Navy in the harbor. Earlier in 
October, pressures increased when the Council organized a large-scale operation to seize a shipment of gunpowder and 
ammunition, which were intended for the Cherokee. On November 8, Col. Richard Richardson, the commander of the 
Camden militia, was sent to recover the shipment and arrest the Loyalist leaders.  

 
While Richardson gathered forces on the coast, Maj. Andrew Williamson had been recruiting Patriots in the backcoun-
try and had learned about the capture of the shipment. Arriving at Ninety Six on November 19 with approximately 560 
men, he quickly realized that the small town was not defensible and organized and improvised a stockade on John 
Savage’s plantation which established a field of fire for their three swivel guns. Loyalist recruiting had been very suc-
cessful in the area, and he learned Capt. Patrick Cunningham and Maj. Joseph Robinson led an estimated force of 
1,900 toward Ninety Six. The Patriot leaders met in a war council and decided not to march against the Loyalists, who 
surrounded the Patriot camp when they arrived the next day.  
 
During the negotiations between the leaders, two Patriot militiamen were seized by the Loyalists outside of the 
stockade, and, accordingly, set off a two-hour fire fight. For two days, the Patriots were besieged with an occasional 
exchange of gunfire, which ended with a parley where the Patriots were allowed to leave if they left behind their swivel 
guns, which were later returned. The Patriots moved toward Charleston, while the Loyalists withdrew across the 
Saluda River. It became known as the First Battle of Ninety Six.  

 
Meanwhile, Col. Richardson began moving his men into the backcountry. By November 27, he had reached the Con-
garee River with about 1,000 men. Pausing there several days, he then crossed the river and accumulated more militia 
forces. When he broke camp, the force numbered 1,500 men. Continuing through the Dutch Fork region, more militia 
companies joined the Patriots. After capturing Loyalist officers in the area, the force had grown to 2,500. He continued 
to chase down more Loyalist leaders as he advanced toward the Enoree River.  
 
On December 12, with a force that reportedly numbered 3,000, Richardson captured Thomas Fletchall, who was found 
hiding in a cave. Fletchall was a vocal and active opponent of attempts to resist King and Parliament. With their lea-
ders captured, the Loyalist force began to shrink due to desertion. Those who remained retreated toward Cherokee 
lands and the head of the Saluda River.  
 
At the Enoree, Richardson was joined by Williamson’s militia. Additional units from North Carolina under Col. 
Griffith Rutherford and Col. William Graham increased the force to between 4,000 and 5,000. The combined forces 
scoured the backcountry and located a camp of 200 Loyalists on the Reedy River, located several miles inside the 
Cherokee territory.  

 
On December 21, Richardson directed Maj. William “Danger,” Thomson along with 1,300, into Cherokee territory to 
attack the camp. The next day, after marching 25 miles through the night, they attacked the camp at dawn in the Battle 
of the Great Cane Brake. 
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What came to be known as “The Snow Campaign” oc-
curred during the months of November and December 
1775 in South Carolina. It began earlier that year in Au-
gust when tensions between the Loyalists and the Patriots 
had grown to a point that both sides had raised their own 
sizeable militias. For the most part, there were no violent 
events. However, tensions remained high as both sides 
struggled to control munitions in the area.  
 



 

With ground saturated from cold rain and snow flurries, and the popping and cracking of burning cane set afire by the 
Loyalists, the Patriot force was not discovered until they had almost surrounded all of the encampment. Cunningham 
escaped on an unsaddled horse without his breeches and shouted for every man to “shift for himself.” The Patriots re-
captured the munitions intended for the Cherokee and took 136 prisoners, who were forced to sign a loyalty agreement 
promising never to take up arms again. Thomson restrained his force and only five or six Loyalists were killed, while 
he suffered only one man wounded.  
 
On December 23, it began to snow and did not relent for 30 hours, eventually dumping nearly two feet of snow, while 
the Patriots began to move toward the coast. During the march home, the force met with difficulty as they were not 
prepared for this degree of severe weather. Realizing they had no tents or warm clothing, Richardson’s army dissolved 
as most of them returned to their homes. He took the captured prisoners to Charleston in chains on January 2, 1776. 
 
Roy is President of the Catawba Valley Chapter NCSSAR and also serves as NCSSAR Historian. Ideas for future 
articles are welcomed. Contact Roy at capn_roy@hotmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to walk in    
a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called (Ephesians 4:1) 
 
The smaller of the two churches I serve is in regular con-
tact with two incarcerated persons and one who has been 
recently released. When we hear from them, they are 

deeply appreciative of the concern that we have for them and the efforts we make to reach out. I imagine that the 
Apostle Paul, mindful of the connection that he had with those “on the outside,” felt the same way. It is perhaps a 
deeper way of understanding that we, as people of God, are all in this together. 
 
For this reason, Paul gives a word of advice on how to conduct ourselves in the world by urging us to “Walk in a man-
ner worthy of the calling to which you have been called.” So, what does this mean? If we walk in the light of God, we 
will naturally want to glorify God in our daily lives. Beyond simply keeping our feet on the straight and narrow, we 
will want to have a positive impact on the people, and the world, around us. A word of encouragement, a well inten-
tioned prayer, a kindly act, giving voice to the voiceless, and going the extra mile to help in some way. All are in or-
der. 
 
We do these things not to earn a name for 
ourselves, but because we have seen the 
results in lives uplifted and changed, of 
hope renewed, and of relationships re-
stored. This we know, is what God has 
always been about–restoring us to a right 
relationship with Him and keeping us a-
ware of those around us who are also His 
children, and, therefore, our sisters, broth-
ers, and fellow Compatriots. 
 
The two churches I serve vary in size, in 
temperament, and in worship styles, yet 
they gladly support each other’s activities 
and are both eager to reach out into the 
wider community. I am thankful for their 
heartfelt love for all around.   
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     From the Pulpit 
 

 

 

By Roderic L. Mullen 

State Chaplain NCSSAR 
 



 
 

245th Anniversary of the Battle of Shallow Ford 
 

By Allen Mollere 
Bethabara Chapter NCSSAR 

 
The Bethabara Chapter hosted the 245th Commemoration Ceremony of The Battle of Shallow Ford at the historic 
Huntsville Methodist Church in Huntsville, Yadkin County, NC, on October 11. Chapter President-Genealogist Fred 
Learned, who revived the commemoration eleven years ago, served as moderator. 
 
The ceremony began with the Presentation of Colors by members of the NCSSAR Color Guard, followed by an invo-
cation delivered by Phillip Dedmon, Chapter Chaplain. Attendees heard brief remarks from Dr. Sam Powell, NCSSAR 
Treasurer and member of the NCSSAR 2026 Congress Committee. Also, State SAR President Stephen McKee gave a 
few inspiring remarks about the upcoming 250th Anniversary Celebration. Guest speaker William Partin provided a 

summary of the Conti-
nental Army’s campaign 
in the South, the Battle of 
Shallow Ford, and the 
following pivotal engage-
ment in the American 
Revolutionary War 
fought at the Guilford 
Courthouse. 
 
The Battle of Shallow 
Ford took place on Oc-
tober 14, 1780, one week 
after the Battle of Kings 
Mountain. It was near the 
Shallow Ford of the Yad-
kin River where Patriot 
forces consisting of four 
companies of militia 
(about 160 men) from 
Montgomery County, 
VA, marching south met 
three Companies of North 
Carolina Militia from 
Charlotte and Salisbury 
(about 110 men) march-
ing north. They joined 
with the local Surry 

County Militia (about 80 men). This combined force of about 350 Patriots engaged and defeated a much larger force of 
between 400 to 900 Torries who had just crossed the Shallow Ford of the Yadkin River and were heading south to 
reinforce the British army commanded by Col. Cornwallis.  
 
The skirmish resulted in 15 casualties, with 14 Loyalists and one Patriot, Captain Henry Francis, of the Virginia 
Militia, losing their lives. The Patriot wins at Kings Mountain and Shallow Ford helped delay British reinforcements to 
Charlotte. Because Patriot militias continuously harassed him, Gen. Cornwallis was unable to receive reinforcements 
and had to withdraw southward in November. The Shallow Ford battle was significant in turning the tide of the War in 
North Carolina and helped turn the hearts and minds of the War for America's Independence in North Carolina to the 
Patriots' advantage. The old wagon road, once traveled by Daniel Boone, horseback riders, and horse-drawn wagons 
and stagecoaches over 250 years ago, runs through the Battlefield.   
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Grave Marking for Patriot 
William McConkey Townsend 

 
Denny Colvin, President 

Gen. Francis Nash Chapter NCSSAR 

 
The Le Marquis de Lafayette, Lumber River, and Gen. Francis Nash Chapters co-hosted a grave marking for Private 
William McConkey Townsend in Lumberton on October 11. His descendant, John Sims Townsend, Jr., a member of 
the Orange County Chapter CASSAR, and wife, Barbi, flew in from California for the ceremony. Although inclement 
weather threatened, the celebration eventually proved successful. 
 
William McConkey Townsend was born April 16, 1750, in Bladen County, N.C. He served as a private in Capt. John 
Willis’ company, Wilmington District, N.C. Militia, which, at the time included the co-joined Bladen and Robeson 
Counties. A plantation owner in Robeson County, he married his only wife, Sarah Thompson, on August 29, 1783. She 
was born in 1763 in Bladen County and predeceased William on February 12, 1829. He died on July 21, 1830. 
 
They had nine children, all list-
ed in William’s will, dated Fe-
bruary 25, 1826: Susan, Mary, 
Alexander, William, Charles, 
Thomas, Sarah, John, and 
Elias. There is a land record in 
Bladen County, that on Febru-
ary 22, 1786, William pur-
chased from Solomon James 
150 acres along Drowning 
Creek at the mouth of Jacks 
Branch. (Drowning Creek was 
later renamed Lumber River.) 
In his will, William left to his 
youngest son, Elias, 543 acres 
of land along the Lumber Riv-
er, and the remainder of his as-
sets to his other children.  
 
A host of wreaths and honors 
were presented by various 
chapters and societies. Repre-
sentatives included David 
Dowless, Jr., President, Le 
Marquis de Lafayette Chapter 
NCSSAR; Mike Aycock, Southeast Region Vice President NCSSAR; Denny Colvin, President, Gen. Francis Nash 
Chapter NCSSAR; Carlton Mansfield, President Lumber River Chapter NCSSAR; John Townsend, descendant and 
member, Orange County Chapter CASSAR; Lorance Lisle, Past President, George Washington Chapter VASSAR; 
Lora Jane Lisle, Recording Secretary, Gen. Davie Chapter NCSDAR; Linda Williams, Recording Secretary, Col. 
Thomas Robinson Chapter NCSDAR; Sandy Dowless, Past Chaplain, Liberty Point Chapter NCSDAR; and Jeanie 
Dowless, member, Isham Blake Society NCSCAR. 
 
The ceremony was organized by Lorance Lisle, a dual member of the George Washington Chapter VASSAR and the 
Gen. Francis Nash Chapter NCSSAR. After his return to California, Compatriot Townsend made generous contribu-
tions to the sponsoring Chapters.  
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Battle of the House in the Horeshoe 
 

Jonathan Battle 

Sandhills Chapter NCSSAR 

 
The Sandhills Chapter NCSSAR led the opening ceremony of events commemorating the 244th Anniversary of the 
Battle of the House in the Horseshoe on July 26 at the historic Alston House in Sanford. The State SAR Color Guard 
marched to the sound of the fife and presented the American flag and thirteen other state and chapter flags. Seventeen 
wreaths were presented by various chapters of the SAR, DAR, CAR, Descendants of Valley Forge (DVF), and the Ov-
er Victory Mountain Trail Association (OVTA) in honor of our Revolutionary War Patriot ancestors. 
 
On July 29th, 1781, militia Col. Philip Alston and his men had just returned to Alston’s home after a failed mission to 
capture Loyalist militia commander Col. David Fanning. Fanning was notorious for rallying Loyalists together and 
staging raids on Patriot forces throughout North and South Carolina. In the summer of 1781, with British Gen. Charles 
Cornwallis having taken his army north into Virginia from North Carolina, Fanning was left leading the Loyalists a-
gainst the Revolution. 
 

Col. Alston lived in a large two-story house in  
a horseshoe bend of the Deep River; hence, the 
name House in the Horseshoe. During the even-
ing of July 28, 1781, Alston’s men camped at 
his home, many of them sleeping on the large 
porch. Alston’s children and wife slept in the 
house, and sentries watched in case Fanning 
tried to retaliate. Meanwhile, Col. Fanning 
learned that two of his friends and supporters 
had been killed by Alston’s men.  
 
On the morning of July 29, and with a much lar-
ger force, Fanning approached the house and 
took two sleeping sentries hostage. Other sen-
tries, however, noticed the approaching force 
and raised alarm. Alston’s militia quickly took 
up positions inside and outside the house and a 
battle began that lasted a few hours. Alston pro-

tected his children by making them stand inside the brick chimney on a small table. At one point, Fanning sent a per-
son with a torch to burn the house, but he was shot down by defenders.  
 
Fanning was close to conceding the battle after suffering several casualties. But his men devised a plan to burn the 
house down by rolling a cart full of flaming hay into it. As the cart was being prepared and the hay set afire, Alston re-
alized that his group would not survive if the house was set on fire. He decided to surrender but knew that if he stepped 
onto the porch he would instantly be shot.  
 
Alston’s wife volunteered to go out and negotiate the terms of surrender. Bearing a white flag, she went outside and 
met Col. Fanning. All the defenders in the House in the Horseshoe were allowed to surrender peacefully and then pa-
roled. Alston was considered a war hero, but later his reputation was tainted with a “murder” investigation, later 
judged to be an act of war, given his alleged role in the murder of a political opponent. Col. Fanning left North Caro-
lina after the war and ended up an exile in Canada where he built a shipping business.  
 
The Alston House is now an historic site managed by the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resour-
ces, open to the public with scheduled events and self-guided tours. The house will close in late 2025 for an extended 
period of time for historic restoration and the building of a new visitor’s center. 
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America 250 Events in North Carolina 
 

A program of the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (DNCR), 

America 250 NC events are available to the public throughout the 2026 Semiquincentennial An-

niversary year of our nation. Events are coded as organizational, education programs, exhibits 

and tours, and celebrations and commemorations. Compatriots and their families may avail 

themselves of these free and paid events. See the calendar at https://t.ly/Sj6M8. NCSSAR Chap-

ter leaders can submit their 250th Anniversary events for posting on the America 250 NC calen-

dar at https://t.ly/A1bKG. A planning guide at https://t.ly/5_mjC with resources should be useful 

for Chapters as they organize events this year. Several free events follow. 
 

            
 

             The Collins House                   Eagles: Love at First Flight             State Constitutions of NC 
                   Danbury, NC             Statesville, NC                   Elizabeth City, NC 
    January 23 / https://t.ly/A5RPS                February 14 / https://t.ly/23XkF                  March 19 / https://t.ly/F6xo9    
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Hallifax Resolves Chapter 

National & State News 

geospittard@gmail.com 
 

A. ROBERT "BOB" SIGMON 
Raleigh Chapter 

Bylaw Updates & Events 

robert_sigmon@yahoo.com 
 

PAT J. NIEMANN, COL., USA, RET. 
Sandhills Chapter 

Membership 

niemannpat@gmail.com  
 

SUBMISSION DEADLINES 
 

January Issue: December 20 

April Issue: March 20 

July Issue: June 20 

October Issue: September 20 

 

 

 
 

 
 

SAR Meetings & Events  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

January - March 2026 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Updates Available: 
https://rb.gy/l9e7l 

https://www.sar.org/events/ 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

^Semiquincentennial Event 
 
 

STATE EVENTS 
 

January 31: NCSSAR Board of Managers Meeting, Hopewell Presbyterian 

Church, Huntersville, NC. Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 

 

February 27^: 250th Anniversary Celebration, Battle of Moore's Creek 

Bridge, Moore's Creek Battlefield, Currie, NC. Hosted by Cape Fear Chapter. 

Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 

March 27-28: 97th NCSSAR Annual Meeting, Embassy Suites Hotel, 

Greensboro, NC. Friday, 3:00 - 7:30 p.m., Saturday, 7:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
 

CHAPTER & LOCAL EVENTS 
 

January 17: Grave Marking for Patriots Robert Patton and James Shanks, 

Drucilla Independent Fundamental Cemetery, Nebo; Grave Marking for 

Patriot Charles Haney, Garden Family Cemetery, Marion, NC. Hosted by Col. 

Alexander Erwin Chapter. Saturday, 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m; 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

 

January 31: Cowans' Ford Graveside Ceremony, Hopewell Presbyterian 

Church, Huntersville, NC. Hosted by the Mecklenberg Chapter, Saturday, 

8:00 a.m. 

 

February 7: Burning of the Baggage Commemoration, Ramsour's Mill 

Battleground, Lincolnton, NC. Hosted by Catawba Valley Chapter. Saturday, 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 

February 19: CAESAR Presentation & Dinner, Morganton Community 

House, Morganton, NC. Hosted by Col. Alexander Erwin Chapter. Thursday, 

6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

 

February 22: Race to Wilmington at Harmony Hall, Harmony Hall Village, 

White Oak, NC. Hosted by Le Marquis de Lafayette Chapter. Sunday, 1:00 - 

2:00 p.m. 

 
March 14: Gen. Francis Nash Rumbaugh Oratory Competition, Governor's 
Club, Chapel Hill, NC. Hosted by Gen. Francis Nash Chapter. Saturday, 8:30 
a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
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