
 

 

Message from the President 
Greetings Compatriots!   
 
Hope all is well with each 
of you and your families. 
Summer will be ending 
before we know it and 
once again the fall holi-
days will be upon us. Our  
next chapter meeting will 
be coming up next month 
on the 10th of Septem-

ber. It looks like at that time that we will have two 
new member applications approved, Will Boddie and 
Zach Myers hopefully will be inducted at that time. 
We also have two new applicants whose applications 
will be submitted soon, Bill Lord and his son, Ben. 
 
Plans are continuing to be discussed for our upcom-
ing 250th Anniversary of the Adoption of the Hali-
fax Resolves on April 12, 2026. This once in a life-
time event will take place as usual at the site of the 
Colonial Courthouse on Market Street. The event 
will take place on Sunday afternoon at a time to be 
determined. There will be Luncheon / Reception 
also on that day and the time and place are being dis-
cussed.  
 
Also sometime during the weekend of the 12th of 
April there will be an opening and the dedication of 
the new visitors center currently under construction. 
This new facility is located on the site of the previous 
building. Please make plans to visit this new facility 
on your visit to Halifax in April. There are many 
events planned but the Historic Halifax Historic Site 
during the celebration of the 250th.  
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I want to also take this time to thank all of the mem-
bers for your participation not only at our meetings 
but the other events sponsored by the Halifax Re-
solves Chapter. You all are what makes a great chap-
ter.  Thank you. 

2014 & 2016 winner — 1st Place Nationally (single sheet)—Carl F. Bessent Newsletter Award 

The next meeting will be held Wed., September 

10, at the Halifax United Methodist Church Fel-

lowship Hall, 150 S. King St. in Halifax, at 6:30 

pm.   

On the agenda: Our speaker will be Michael 

Brantley—we’ll let you know his topic before the 

meeting. 

The cost of the meal will be $15. Reservations are 

required and must be in by 5:00 pm on Fri., Sep-

tember 5. Please contact President Riggan at 

(919) 495-0706 or bill.riggan.sar@gmail.com if 

you’re coming.   

Visit our chapter website at: 
Halifax Resolves Chapter website 

The NC SAR Newsletter: 
”The Old North State” 
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Dusty Corners 

In our last article we discussed divisions of estates, but in general terms.  
Now let’s look at one particular estate that took more than forty years to 
settle, and almost had us completely stumped because of the gap in time.   
But by working backwards in time, we were able to solve this mystery. 
 
In the court minutes of Halifax County in 1841, there is a reference to 
the division of the estate of Mary Young.  The problem was – there was 
no will for anyone named Mary Young, and nobody with that name had 
appeared in a census since 1820.  Who was she?  The first step was to 
study the names of her heirs:  (1) Drew Pender in right of his wife Absil-
la, (2) the children of General Young, (3) James Young, (4) the heirs of 
Mary Rawls, and (5) James Young for Drew Young’s part.   

 
We decided to work backwards.  We discovered the will of Dolphin D. Young, dated 1795.  In it, he named 
his wife Mary Young and his five children Mary Young, Absilla Young, General Young, Drew Young, and 
James Young.  This was the same family!  But why such a great gap in time between 1795 and 1841?  The 
next step was to read the original will closely, which explained everything.   Dolphin Young left his wife most 
of his estate, and asked that she use it to raise and support his five children.   At the death of his wife Mary, 
the estate would be divided among the five children.  So it became clear that his children were very young 
when he died, and that Mary Young had survived her husband by forty-six years.   
 
To the seasoned researcher, this estate is like a tree full of ripe fruit.  Just by reading the details of the division 
in 1841, we learned that Absilla Young had married Drew Pender, Mary Young had married a Mr. Rawls, and 
that Drew Young had sold his share to his brother James Young.  More digging would discover why General 
Young did not receive his share himself, who the children of Mary Rawls were, and more details about the 
land that Dolphin Drew had owned, which had been in the hands of his widow for so many years. 
 
Every estate doesn’t have such rich information, nor does it span so many years.  But we should always try to 
work backwards until we find all the information we can, to give us the clearest picture. 
 
In the next article, we will discuss another interesting estate from our area. 
 
 
 

David Gammon 
Chapter Genealogist 

This is the seventh in a series of articles discussing the settlement of estates in 18th and 19th century North Carolina. 
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Chapter Activities 

July 4, 2025 

The Orange County Historical Museum sponsored the Colonial Waffle Frolic and Regulator 
Debate on Friday night in Hillsborough. Chapter VP Mark Pace and Courtney Smith of the 
Museum staff provided a live debate over the Regulator Movement in North Carolina. The 
event was well attended and took place in the Hillsborough United Methodist Church. Also 
in attendance were Harry & Sheryll Albert of the Halifax Resolves Chapter. 

June 14, 2025 
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Chapter Activities (cont.) 

Chaplain Harry Albert and wife, Sheryll traveled to Philadelphia and attended the Annual 
Meeting of the Society of the Descendants of the Signers of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence (DSDI). Sheryll has been appointed 2nd VP of the National Society. She will 
continue to be NC Governor until someone is appointed to replace her. She is also a mem-
ber of the Asbury Station DAR Chapter in Cary. DSDI members toured Carpenters’ Hall and 
a special tour of the second floor which is closed to the public. This building was once the 
Benjamin Franklin Library and the site where the First & Second Continental Congress met.  
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The Ladies of the Halifax UMC proved once again 
that they serve the best food in the Town of Hali-
fax. (Above) 
 
Traci Thompson of the Braswell Library in Rocky 
was the guest speaker of the evening. She gave a 
very interesting program on General Francis Nash 
and his brother Abner Nash. President Riggan pre-
sented Ms. Thompson with a Certificate of Appre-
ciation for her presentation. (Right) 

July 9, 2025—Chapter Meeting 

Chapter Activities (cont.) 
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Secretary: Michael Cooper 
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Treasurer: Steve Avent 
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Genealogist: David Gammon 

PO Box 887, Linville, NC 28646 

(828) 504-2944, 
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Chaplain: Harry Albert 

105 Gatestone Ct, Cary, NC 27518 
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Chaplain Emeritus: Rev. Duncan Jones 
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August 16th—250th Anniversary of the Liberty Tree 
Commemoration, 8:00 am - 12:00 pm, U.S. Army Air-
borne & Special Operations Museum, 100 Bragg Blvd, 
Fayetteville, NC Sponsored by the M. de Lafayette 
Chapter. 
 
August 23rd—251st Anniversary of the New Bern 
Resolves,  9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Tryon Palace, 529 S 
Front St, New Bern, NC 28562. Sponsored by the 
New Bern Chapter. 
 
September 6th—Celebration of the NC Third Pro-
vincial Congress, All day, Orange County Courthouse, 
106 E Margaret Ln, Hillsborough, NC 27278.  Spon-
sored by the Orange County Historical Museum. 
 
September 20th—NCSSAR Summer Board of Man-
agers Meeting.  10:30 AM - 3:00 PM.  NC State Uni-
versity Club 4200 Hillsborough St, Raleigh, NC 27606 

The Sons of the American Revolution honors our 

Revolutionary War patriot ancestors by promoting 

patriotism, serving our communities, educating 

and inspiring future generations about the found-

ing principles of our Country.  
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The Halifax Di<patch 
The New<letter of the Halifax Re<olve< Chapter, NC SAR 

Steve Avent, Editor 
Bill Riggan, Mark Pace, Harry Albert, Contributor< 


