
 

 

Message from the President 
Greetings Compatriots!   
 
Hope all is well with you and 
your families. Summer with its 
traditional hot and humid 
weather is once again here. 
School is out and vacations and 
summer events with friends and 
family are the priority for most 
of us. Enjoy your summer!   

 
The Halifax Resolves Chapter had a very successful na-
tional event on April 12th, Halifax Resolves Day. We had 
approximately 125 attendees that came out on a damp 
chilly morning. We had another sold out luncheon pre-
pared by the Ladies of Halifax UMC. A large contingent 
of color guard from all over the Southeast Region attend-
ed the event. For the first time in several years we actually 
had four of our chapter members who participated as 
Color Guard. Twenty wreaths were presented by various 
SAR, DAR & CAR attendees at this years event.   
 
Our next regular chapter meeting will be coming up in 
July and the educational program will be presented by 
Traci Thompson of the Braswell Library in Rocky Mount. 
The topic of her program is “The Genealogy of Francis 
Nash”. I’m sure it will be interesting to all those who at-
tend.  
 
Several of our fellow compatriots are having health issues 
at the present time. Duncan Jones, Chaplain Emeritus is 
currently in the hospital at Roanoke Rapids recovering 
from  an infection. I paid him a visit on Sunday afternoon 
and he seems to be in good spirits and recovering. He is 
waiting for a opening in a rehab facility to open up. Joe 
Pearce who has had artificial hip issues for some time had 
to go back into the hospital for another surgery to repair 
his hip. After a couple of weeks in the hospital he is now 
back at home and recovering. Tucker Nobles has been 
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recovering from an infection in his foot. I talked with him 
this morning and he is on the mend and should be back 
on his feet soon. Keep these Compatriots in your thoughts 
and prayers 
 
Please remember our next chapter meeting will be coming 
up on Wednesday, July 9, 2025 at the Halifax United 
Methodist Church. Be sure and put this on your calendar.  

 

2014 & 2016 winner — 1st Place Nationally (single sheet)—Carl F. Bessent Newsletter Award 

The next meeting will be held Wed., July 9, at the 

Halifax United Methodist Church Fellowship 

Hall, 150 S. King St. in Halifax, at 6:30 pm.   

On the agenda: Our speaker will be Traci 

Thompson, Local History/Genealogy Librarian 

at Braswell Memorial Library in Rocky Mount. 

The cost of the meal will be $15. Reservations are 

required and must be in by 5:00 pm on Fri., July 

4. Please contact President Riggan at (919) 495-

0706 or bill.riggan.sar@gmail.com if you’re com-

ing.   

Visit our chapter website at: 
Halifax Resolves Chapter website 

The NC SAR Newsletter: 
”The Old North State” 
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Dusty Corners 

In our last article we discussed dower rights and how they affected estate divisions 
and land ownership.  Let’s move on to the division of property itself.   
 
If a person died with a will, he could divide his property as he wished.  As long as 
he left his wife at least one-third of his real estate, and was of sound mind, the will 
was considered valid and was probated.  The will specified who received what, and 
usually stated a relationship.  (Annoyingly, sometimes people left wills naming vari-
ous people, and never stated how they were related.)  Researchers should remem-
ber that the deceased was not required to leave something to all of his heirs.  In-
deed, a father might often omit some of the older children altogether, as he had 

already provided for them with land, slaves, or other property.   
 
Wills sometimes contain a reference to the age of the children.  For example, one man might name his five sons, 
but indicate that two of them were underage.  This will help give the researcher an approximate birth date.  Re-
member to look at the date of the will when you attempt to calculate ages, and not the probate date! 
 
In cases where the deceased person left no will, his property was divided equally among his heirs.  If there was a 
widow, she automatically received one-third of the land, and the other heirs divided the rest.  If there was no wid-
ow, the heirs divided all the land equally.  Things got complicated when some of the heirs were already deceased, 
as grandchildren would then split the share of their deceased parent.  It is not unusual to see all sorts of fractions, 
such as 1/5 of 1/3, or similar combinations.  Personal property was always divided among all the heirs, including 
the widow.  We must painfully remember that slaves were considered personal property. 
 
Sometimes the heirs had left the area, and families did not know how to contact them, nor where they went.  Typi-
cally, an advertisement was placed in a local newspaper, asking for the whereabouts of the missing heirs.  It is un-
clear how effective such advertisements actually were.  After all, someone living in western Kentucky in 1815 was 
unlikely to see a copy of a Raleigh newspaper.  Nonetheless, it was part of the legal process. 
 
Underage heirs might suddenly possess slaves, cash, and land, and required a guardian to manage their property.  
The guardian was usually a family member or trusted neighbor, and he managed the property and filed guardian 
accounts of his activities until the child came of age.  (Minors in those days were often called infants as long as 
they were under twenty-one.)  Once all the heirs were of age, the debts paid, and the property disbursed, a final 
account was submitted to the court, but this might take a number of years.   
 
In our next installment, we will discuss some confusing issues with understanding estates. 
 
Questions or comments?  Contact David at dbg557377@gmail.com. 
 
 

David Gammon 
Chapter Genealogist 

This is the sixth in a series of articles discussing the settlement of estates in 18th and 19th century North Carolina. 
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Chapter Activities 
April 12, 2025 - Halifax Resolves Day 

Top Left - Presentation of the colors by the SAR Combined Color Guard. 
 

Top Right - Dr. Sam Powell, Treasurer, NC SAR was the keynote speaker for the day. 
 

Bottom - Attendees assembled afterwards  for a group picture. 
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Chapter Activities (cont.) 

April 17, 2025 - Vice President Mark Pace pre-
sented a program on “The Signers of the 
Declaration of Independence” to the Jack-
sonville Chapter, Florida Society of the SAR in 
Jacksonville. An enthusiastic crowd of some 
50 Compatriots attended. 

April 27, 2025 - Mark Pace, VP presented 
program titled, “Musings on the Present 
State of Our Nation, 1788” in the perso-
na of John Penn  to the Halifax County, 
VA Historical Society at the Historic Hi-
ram Masonic Lodge in Halifax, VA 

May 14, 2025 - Chapter Meeting 

A well attended Chapter meeting by Compatriots, award winning students and parents enjoyed 
another delicious meal prepared by the Halifax UMC Ladies. 
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May Chapter Meeting (cont.) 

This years Brochure and Poster Contest selections were judged by those pre-
sent for submission to the NC SAR Society finals. 

Three students from Roanoke Rapids schools were presented with Youth Good Citizenship Awards for this 
year by Jamie Rook 

 
L - R 

 
Noah Luckadoo - Northeast Academy 

Jack Moore - Roanoke Rapids Early College 
Lizzie Keeter - Halifax Academy 
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May Chapter Meeting (cont.) 

Two students from Nash County schools were presented with Youth Good Citizenship 
Awards for this year by Renny Taylor. 

 
L - R 

 
Bryleigh Posey - Nash Central High School 

Eliza Parker - Faith Christian School 

Guest speaker of the evening was Compatriot David B. Gammon of Linville, NC who gave a 
very interesting program on the Effects of the Revolutionary War on Local Communities 

and was presented a Certificate of Appreciation by President Riggan. 
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Upcoming Statewide  

Activitie< 

 

 

July 19th - 245th Anniversary Celebration of the Battle of 
Colson’s Mill, 11:00 am —1:00 pm, Norwood Community 
Building, 247 W Turner St, Norwood, NC 28128. Spon-
sored by the Colson’s Mill Chapter. 
 
July 26th—244th Commemoration of the Attack at the 
House in the Horseshoe, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm,  House in 
the Horseshoe, 288 Alston House Rd, Sanford, NC. Spon-
sored by the Sandhills Chapter. 
 
August 2nd—244th Commemoration of the Battle of 
Rockfish, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm, Battle of Rockfish Creek 
Monument, 5871 US-117, Wallace, NC 28466. Sponsored 
by the Col. Alexander Lillington Chapter 
 
August 16th—250th Anniversary of the Liberty Tree 
Commemoration, 8:00 am - 12:00 pm, U.S. Army Airborne 
& Special Operations Museum, 100 Bragg Blvd, Fayette-
ville, NC Sponsored by the M. de Lafayette Chapter. 
 
August 23rd—251st Anniversary of the New Bern Re-
solves,  9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Tryon Palace, 529 S Front St, 
New Bern, NC 28562. Sponsored by the New Bern Chap-
ter. 
 
Septermber 6th—Celebration of the NC Third Provincial 
Congress, All day, Orange County Courthouse, 106 E Mar-
garet Ln, Hillsborough, NC 27278.  Sponsored by the Or-
ange County Historical Museum. 

The Sons of the American Revolution honors our Rev-

olutionary War patriot ancestors by promoting patriot-

ism, serving our communities, educating and inspiring 

future generations about the founding principles of our 

Country.  
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