
Local realtor receives 
recognition

Eric Andrews, with Realty 
World Carolina Properties in 
Pittsboro, was recognized as 
one of the country’s top land 
brokers for the �fth year in a 
row.

Land brokers recognized 
as part of the RLI APEX 
Producers Club must 
meet a qualifying dollar 
volume in closed sales, with 
Andrews recording more 
than $20 million in 2023 
alone. Andrews is one of 53 
Accredited Land Consultants 
in North Carolina.

State won’t set new 
workplace guidance 
around masking

NC’s labor commissioner 
has declined to adopt rules 
sought by worker and civil 
rights groups that would 
have set safety and masking 
directives in workplaces 
for future infectious 
disease outbreaks like with 
COVID-19.

Commissioner Josh Dobson 
announced his decision last 
week, following a public 
hearing in January. One rule 
focused on controlling the 
spread of infectious diseases 
among migrant workers. The 
other covered workers more 
broadly in various �elds. The 
North Carolina State AFL-
CIO was one of the petitioners, 
and its president urged 
Dobson to reconsider.

Trial on voter ID 
set for May

A federal trial over North 
Carolina’s photo voter 
identi�cation law remains set 
for May, after a judge refused 
to end e�orts by civil rights 
groups that sued over the 
requirement on allegations 
that its provisions are marred 
by racial bias.

U.S. District Judge Loretta 
Biggs denied a “summary 
judgment” motion �led in 
2021 for members of the State 
Board of Elections, which is 
implementing the law.

Photo ID was required 
starting with last fall’s 
municipal elections and the 
primary election earlier this 
month. Biggs wrote that 
disputes remained over the 
case’s facts or inferences from 
undisputed facts. Republican 
legislative leaders also are 
defending the mandate.

Though the state 
controls teacher salaries, 
counties can have 
additional reward and 
recognition programs

By Robert Owens
For Chatham News & Record

A POTENTIAL supplemen-
tal income plan to support the 
county’s teachers was a major 
focus of the March 11 meeting 
of Chatham County Schools 
Board of Education.

The recognition of teach-
ers in the county for excep-
tional service to students and 
the awards won by both teach-
ers and students framed the 
discussion, along with public 
comments voicing support for 
higher wages.

Superintendent Anthony 
Jackson spoke to the possibil-
ities of supplemental compen-
sation presented his “Recruit, 
Retain, Recognize and Re-
ward” plan to the board.

“All of this ties to our strate-
gic priorities of ensuring that 
we put the absolute best people 
in front of our kids” Jackson 
stated. The plan seeks to pro-
vide incentives to teachers and 

Local high schoolers 
invoke Spirit of ‘76 in 
oratory competition

By Dan Reeves
For Chatham News & Record

CHAPEL HILL – Two years 
shy of the 250th anniversa-
ry of 1776, nine high school stu-
dents from around North Caro-
lina gathered over the weekend 
at Chatham County’s Governor’s 
Club to honor the founding fa-
thers with short oratories of their 
own creation.

The Joseph S. Rumbaugh His-
torical Oration Contest, named 

after its benefactor and put on by 
the National Society of the Sons 
of the American Revolution, asks 
students to write, memorize, and 
deliver a �ve-minute speech about 
an event, personality, or document 
related to the Revolutionary War.

Judged on composition, de-
livery, signi�cance, and histo-
ry, the competitors spoke articu-
lately and passionately, invoking 
the essence of America’s nation-
al identity, indomitable spirit, and 
enduring legacy of liberty and in-
dependence.

Subjects varied widely, includ-
ing the tale of revolutionary war 

Combined Pittsboro and Sanford utility 
will be TriRiver Water

By Robert Owens
For Chatham News & Record

Pittsboro could be getting a new skate park and 
the local utility company is being rebranded to 
TriRiver Water, and both were the main topics of 
discussion at the Pittsboro Board of Commission-
ers’ March 11th meeting.

With Sanford and Pittsboro combining water 
systems, a new name was needed. According to a 
city memo, Carrboro Creative was hired to “create 
an inclusionary brand for the new utility.” The re-
sult is TriRiver Water.

Named after the location where the Haw, Deep 
and Cape Rivers converge in the Cape Fear Basin, 
the branding aims to evoke a “Good Neighbor” ar-
chetype, characterized by relatability, commonal-
ity, and desire for connection.

The new branding will be rolled out in the near 
future.

Then discussion moved to the skate park. “We 
are talking with a nonpro�t right now about bud-
geting, site design, and site location,” Parks & Rec-
reation Director Katy Keller told the board. The 
proposed new skate park would be near McClen-
ahan Street Park.

“I think you’ll �nd this board is behind you 100 
percent,” said Commissioner Jay Farrell. Other 
board members were equally supportive.

“I didn’t grow up skating, but I hung out with 
skaters in high school and a little bit at college. I 
view skating as a di�erent form of mobility. It’s a 
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“This year my student 
has felt seen, loved, and 
challenged by Mrs. Laurin. 
This year as a parent 
I have felt supported, 
informed, and appreciated 
by Mrs. Laurin. She cares 
about her work and her 
students’ success and 
growth.” 

Nomination of Laurin Deaton  
or the Power of One Award

“I hung out 
with skaters 
in high school 
and a little bit 
at college and I 
view skating as 
a di�erent form 
of mobility. It’s 
a way to get 
around.”

Commissioner 
John Bonitz

the
BRIEF
this week

Revolutionary 
rhetoric reigns

Pittsboro skate park 
moves forward, water 
utility gets new name

Chatham Schools 
examine ways 
to boost teacher pay

COURTESY DENNY COLVIN / SAR

Lowell Ho�man is chairman of the North CarolinaRumbaugh 
Oration Contest, acting as the event’s organizer, showrunner 
and historian.

PJ WARD-BROWN /CHATHAM NEWS & RECORD

Sacking out
Kids gave it their all in the sack race at the EGGstreme Spring Fling on Saturday. The annual event,  
put on by Chatham County Parks and Recreation at CCCC’s campus in Pittsboro, saw kids participate 
in an epic Easter Egg Hunt, water balloon toss and much more.

COURTESY PHOTO

Andrews with Aubrie 
Kobernus, CEO of 
Realtors Land Institute
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Here’s a quick look  
at what’s coming up 
in Chatham County:

March 22
Wren Friends of the 
Library Book Sale

2 – 5:30 p.m.

Don’t miss the Friends 
of the Wren Memorial 
Library Book Sale! The 
sale includes hardbacks, 
softbacks, puzzles and 
more. All items are 
sorted and conveniently 
displayed. All items 
are in great condition. 
Admission is free, and 
purchases may be made 
by cash or check. Held 
at the Wren Memorial 
Library, located at 500 
North Second Avenue in 
Siler City.

Lego Club

4 – 5 p.m.

Join us for a weekly free 
build LEGO session in the 
Holmes Meeting Room at 
the Chatham Community 
Library. Work alone or 
in a team. Create from 
scratch and tell us about 
your creation! Duplo 
blocks are available for 
our youngest builders. 
For more information, 
contact Youth Services 
at (919) 545-8085 
or youth.services@
chathamlibraries.org.

March 23
2024 Chatham 
County Spring 
Ag Fest

10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Chatham County invites 
residents to join us for 
our 4th annual Spring 
Ag Fest at the Chatham 
County Agriculture & 
Conference Center, 
located at 1192 US 64 W 
Business in Pittsboro. 
The Spring Ag Fest is a 
celebration of Chatham 
County’s agriculture, 
forestry, and natural 
resources. The event 
will o©er something for 
everyone: livestock arena 
events, demonstrations, 
food, and more. For 
more information visit 
growingsmallfarms.ces.
ncsu.edu

Wren Friends of the 
Library Book Sale

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Don’t miss the Friends 
of the Wren Memorial 
Library Book Sale! The 
sale includes hardbacks, 
softbacks, puzzles and 
more. All items are 
sorted and conveniently 
displayed. All items 
are in great condition. 
Admission is free, and 
purchases may be made 
by cash or check. Held 
at the Wren Memorial 
Library, located at 500 
North Second Avenue in 
Siler City.

CHATHAM
happening

mosaicatchathampark.com
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chathamnewsrecord.com

way to get around,” said Commis-
sioner John Bonitz.

He noted that the location of 
the park is of particular bene�t. 
“You don’t have to get in the car to 
go there,” Bonitz said. “It’s for that 
reason I think theres such a strong 
public good for it to be there.”

Mayor Kyle Shipp motioned 
that the Pittsboro Skate Park 
non-pro�t “come to an agreement 
with the town about the project 
scope, size and cost and the nec-
essary parameters to complete 
the project.”

The motion passed unani-
mously, with a plan for the town 
to match 15 percent of funds 
raised up to $300,000. The proj-
ect now goes to city sta� who will 
prepare a more detailed report.

SCHOOLS,  from page A1

COMMISSIONERS,  from page A1

reduce turnover.
“We have to do so within 

the context of the resources we 
have” he continued. “We have 
worked very diligently to make 
sure that any time there was a 
way to enhance or increase any 
level of compensation for sta� 
we have done so”.

“The state is actually respon-
sible for teachers salaries. The 
only obligation that the coun-
ty has to the school district is 
in services, our water, things 
like that — not people,” ex-
plained Vice Chair Del Turn-
er, addressed potential frustra-

tions and explaining the role of 
the state legislature in fund-
ing. “Whenever county com-
missioners are o�ering supple-
ments to school districts, they 
are doing it as a courtesy its not 
an obligation.”

The board will forward a 
proposal around improving 
teacher compensation to the 
county commissioners for fur-
ther consideration.

Each month, the school 
board picks a district sta� 
member for special recogni-
tion through the Power of One 
Award. It recognizes an indi-
vidual who has had a powerful 
impact on shaping the direc-

tion of someone else’s life.
This month’s award went to 

Laurin Deaton, a pre-K teacher 
at Siler City Elementary. Dea-
ton’s nomination for the award 
read:

“Laurin Deaton deserves the 
Power of One award because of 
the dedication and enthusiasm 
she gives her students and par-
ents each day. The Pre-K year 
lays the foundation for how stu-
dents and parents feel about 
school. This year my student 
has felt seen, loved, and chal-
lenged by Mrs. Laurin. This 
year as a parent I have felt sup-
ported, informed, and appreci-
ated by Mrs. Laurin. She cares 

Share with your community! Send us your births, deaths, 
marriages, graduations and other announcements:

community@chathamrecord.com

Weekly deadline is Monday at Noon
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Ch�ch Ne�happening

March 10

 Nolan Anthony Wells, 
39, of Pittsboro, was 
arrested for possession of 
cocaine, marijuana, drug 
paraphernalia and other 
offenses.

 Brandon Thomas Hill, 30, of 
Goldston, was arrested for 
assault resulting in physical 
injury to law enforcement and 
resisting a public officer.

March 11

 Tracy Ivey Hitt, 55, of Siler 
City, was arrested for 
trafficking opium or heroin 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. She was 
issued a written promise to 
appear.

 Alexis Naomi Ruiz, 30, of 
Pittsboro, was arrested 
for assault, misdemeanor 
domestic violence and 
communicating threats.

 Maranda Carol Cothran, 49, of 
Randleman, was arrested for 
failure to appear.

 Kimberly Nicole Hopkins, 28, 
of Bennett, was arrested for 
failure to appear and felony 
probation violation.

 Jamie Foxx, 53, of Siler 
City, was arrested for 
second degree trespassing, 
misdemeanor larceny, and 
possession of stolen goods/
property. 

March 12

 Christopher Shane Lancaster, 
33, of Apex, was arrested for 
assault with a deadly weapon, 
and assault and battery.

 Jared Todd Richmond, 26, of 
Pittsboro, was arrested for 
communicating threats.

 Brittany Nicole Johnson, 33, 
of Siler City, was arrested 
for common law robbery, 
breaking and entering to 
terrorize, and assault on an 
individual with a disability. 

March 13

 Jeffery Arthur Cooper, 60, of 
Pittsboro, was arrested for 
assault and battery.

 Brandy Jean Hill, 47, of 
Asheboro, was arrested for 
identity theft on a warrant out 
of Randolph County. 

March 14

 Andrew Phillip Gerbing, 38, 
of Siler City, was arrested for 
third degree sex exploitation 
of minor, solicit child by 
computer, disseminate 
obscenity, and disseminating 
harmful material to minors. He 
was issued a $15,000 secured 
bond.

Robert Bascom Richardson, 
46, of Seagrove, was 
arrested for possession 
of methamphetamine 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. He was held 
without bond.

Concealed Carry Class – $75
Class dates (Siler City)

March 23, April 28, May 19, June 15
Class location: 410 Rives Chapel Church Rd. Siler City

Contact us today for more information!

SCAN TO REGISTER

CAROLINA
FIREARMS
TRA INING

1641 Hawkins Ave., Sanford  •  (919) 356-6954  •  www.carolinafirearmstraining.com

CRIME LOG

OAKLEY BAPTIST CHURCH

2300 SILER CITY-GLENDON RD.
SILER CITY, NC  27344

Please join us on Sunday, March 24th at 10:30 am
For our special Easter Cantata, “Remember”.

ALL ARE INVITED TO ATTEND! 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH EASTER 
SERVICES

Friday, March 29th, 2024

7:00pm Tenebrae Service 
(This is a solemn observance of Jesus’ passion and death 

through scripture lessons and song.)

Sunday, March 31st, 2024

8:30 a.m. Sunrise Service

9:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast

9:45 a.m. Children’s Easter 
Celebration (3rd Floor)

10:00 a.m. Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Easter Cantata

(Celebrating the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ with 
special music, ¥owering of the cross and communion)

First Baptist Church
314 N. 2nd Ave.

Siler City, Nc  27344
www.silercityfbc.org

919-742-4310

SANDY BRANCH CHURCH

Sandy Branch will host our community Easter Egg Hunt 
on March 23rd at 3:00 p.m.  Hope you’ll come out for the 

fun and goodies!

The choir will present its Easter Cantata, “In Christ Alone” 
during the 11:00 morning worship service on March 24th.

We are at 715 Sandy Branch Church Road, Bear Creek, 
and all are always welcome!

PRAISE CHURCH OF DELIVERANCE 
MINISTRIES

Our Youth Services Are At 4:00pm Every 4th Sunday

This Month’s Service Will Be March 24th, 2024

At World Outreach Ministries,
Goldston, NC on Bellevue St.

But Jesus Said, “Su¦er Little Children, And Forbid Them 
Not To Come Unto Me: For Of Such Is The Kingdom Of 

Heaven”
Matthew 19:14

ORATORY,  from page A1

heroine Sybil Ludington, who 
rode a Revere-esque 40 miles on 
horseback to alert colonial mili-
tias of the burning of Danbury, 
Connecticut, by the Redcoats, 
or Bernardo De Galvez, a Span-
ish ally who was instrumental 
in winning the war on the Gulf 
Coast.

The contest, held this past 
Saturday, featured members 
from two N.C. Sons of the Amer-
ican Revolution chapters, includ-
ing Chatham County’s General 
Francis Nash Chapter, which in-
cludes Chapel Hill, and the Ra-
leigh Chapter.

Brooks Bae, a Northwood 
High sophomore, placed sec-
ond overall for his �ery oration 
“Blame Europe.” Telling a tale 
of a centuries-long toxic rela-
tionship with our colonial fore-
fathers, Bae closed his dramatic 
speech with:

“Since the French-Indian War 
and the American Revolution, 
Cupid’s arrows have pierced the 
hearts of America and Europe. 
This fateful relationship has 
been toxic, where America has 
been taken advantage of for its 
resources, for its money, and for 
its power. The American Revolu-
tion should have overwritten our 
national subservience to Europe, 
but the toxicity lingers. Even so, 
perhaps Cupid’s attention is not 
misguided, maybe if America 
and Europe could move towards 
a mutually respectful relation-
ship, we could create an inter-
national landscape of economic 
growth and global safety.

Now, that’s worth a revolu-
tion.”

Francisco Forrester of 
Durham’s Riverside High School 
placed second within the Cha-
tham Chapter for his engaging 
account of Bernardo De Galvez’s 
heroic campaign, which saw him 
capture the British ports of Pen-
sacola, Mobile, Biloxi, and Nat-
chez with a pair of ships and just 
500 men.

Other Chatham County par-
ticipants included Seaforth High 
School students Joshua Miller 
and Aria Browndyke. Miller de-
livered a poignant treatise on the 
American legacy of never giving 
up, while Browndyke opined on 
the precious power held by the 
young, both during the revolu-
tion and continuing today.

Others spoke of sacri�ce and 
the power of unity against tyr-
anny. Timothy Histler, a senior 
homeschooled student from Ra-
leigh, won �rst place for elo-
quently highlighting the achieve-
ments and contributions of John 
Dickenson, the “Penman of the 
Revolution.”

Blessed with intellect, patri-
otism, and unwavering person-
al convictions, Histler told the 
crowd of about 70 parents, judg-
es, and SAR members, “John 
Dickinson was a man who used 
those qualities to contribute 
greatly to the American cause 
and should challenge us to em-
ulate his characteristics in our 
world today. In a country that is 
so often fractured, unifying in-
�uences like John Dickenson 
bring an antidote to the disease 
of division.”

He went on, urging, like in 
Washington’s farewell address, 
that we not “fall victim to the po-
larization that a�ects the United 
States today. Instead, we must 
look to Dickinson, who used his 
persuasiveness with the pen to 
unify the colonists. The United 
States that we know and love will 
only remain prominent if we join 
hand-in-hand with fellow Amer-
icans, saying, ‘United We Stand, 
Divided We Fall.’ Let us follow 
the example of John Dickinson 
and be the solution to the disease 
of division.”

As the statewide winner, His-
tler takes home a $750 prize, a 
medal, and will get to present his 
oration and at the State SAR As-
sembly Youth Awards Luncheon 
in Greensboro on April 6.

Chatham’s Lowell Ho�man 
heads the North Carolina Rum-
baugh event and was instrumen-
tal in bringing it to Chatham 
County and the General Francis 
Nash Chapter.

With a Trebek-like cadence, 
Ho�man kept attendees enter-
tained with brief lessons be-
tween orations, addressing ev-
erything from the Boston Tea 
Party to William Pitt.

“I see this contest as giving 
the gift of con�dence in public 
speaking,” Ho�man said while 
acting as the event’s organizer, 
showrunner, and historian. “By 
participating, writing, research-
ing, memorizing, and deliver-
ing an oration, each student will 
have made progress in develop-
ing skills and con�dence in ex-
pressing ideas and seeking to in-
�uence others.”

The 2023 winner, UNC Chap-
el Hill freshman Aliza Jankows-
ky, returned to congratulate the 
orators and gave a short speech 
expressing appreciation for the 
contest, her experience, and its 
positive impact on the commu-
nity.

Also in attendance were two 
in�uential and active teachers 

in Rumbaugh Oratory, English 
and Speech Teacher Jill Thomas 
of Northwood High School and 
Riley Shaner of Seaforth High 
School. Thomas, “the teach-
er you wish you had had in high 
school” according to her stu-
dents, pushed the administra-
tion and school board to launch 
the speech class that’s been run-
ning for a half-decade. Each year, 
she encourages her top students 
to enter the competition.

Not coincidentally, Shaner, a 
former student of Thomas’, was 
herself a state winner and placed 
2nd at the National Assem-
bly in Costa Mesa, CA, winning 
$4,000. She had two students 
competing in a “Pass it On” sto-
ry of mentorship, dedication, and 
commitment to teaching.

The National Society of the 
Sons of the American Revolu-
tion is a nonpro�t, non-partisan 
organization dedicated to pro-
moting patriotism, preserving 
American history, and teaching 
American history to future gen-
erations.

The General Francis Nash 
Chapter, chartered in 1928, hon-
ors the commander of North 
Carolina’s regiments who served 
under General George Wash-
ington in 1777 at the battles of 
Brandywine and Germantown, 
where a British cannonball mor-
tally wounded Nash. For more, 
visit ncssar.org

COURTESY DENNY COLVIN / SAR

Timothy Histler, of Raleigh, was named the North Carolina 
statewide winner.

COURTESY DENNY COLVIN / SAR

Brooks Bae, a Northwood High sophomore, won second place.
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THE CONVERSATION
Neal Robbins, publisher   |   Frank Hill, senior opinion editor

MY BUDDY, a cheerful dude whom I hadn’t 
seen in years, met me at a co�eeshop, and after 
�lling each other in about our kids, we leapt 
into a conversation about the holy subject of 
basketball. We heaped praise upon Chatham 
County’s own Drake Powell’s deft crossover 
dribble and gave thanks for the inimitable Steve 
Nash’s behind-the-back passes of old. As Tar 
Heel disciples, we hoped fervently for R.J. Davis 
to continue his miracle-working pick ‘n’ rolls, but 
good Lord, all due respect to the Wolfpack and 
D.J. Horne.

My friend and I had a second cup of co�ee, and 
our talk shifted to how the game has changed. 
How the mimicry of the demagogues Steph 
Curry and Caitlin Clark — bless them and their 
divinely-kissed shooting arms — has evangelized 
the masses into believing that a thirty-three-foot 
jumper is a high-percentage shot.

But I don’t wish for you to think that my 
basketball-loving friend and I are puritanical 
curmudgeons in love with a bygone era. We 
spoke of our own brief hoop careers with 
fondness, not bitterness. Each of us has come to 
that point in life when you realize that your best 
is not enough and that you actually cannot be 

anything you want to be. The reality of human 
�nitude and limitation will bring you to the 
bench, if not your knees.

But though our playing days are long over, 
our reverence for the game has only deepened 
with the passing years. We are not alone in this. 
Robert Hass, former U.S. Poet Laureate, said 
that “poetry, like playing basketball, is a way of 
life.” Make the extra pass. Follow through. Be 
a good teammate. These are crucial lessons in 
life, serving you well after hanging up the Air 
Jordans.

For everything, there is a season, and, in 
terms of basketball season, there is a time to 
play and a time to watch. I am happy to sit in 
the bleachers or tune into the broadcast. Though 
big men display impressive power, I say that 
point guards, like Elliot Cadeau, are nearer to 
God with the same abounding urge to distribute 
grace to others. There is something mystical 
about the unspoken connection between players 
that results in an alley-oop slam dunk. And 
basketball, at its most glorious, is like church—
holy moments when the team transcends any 
individual and binds people together in love. 
A sweet amen is the delicious swish of the net.

COLUMN  |  ANDREW TAYLOR-TROUTMAN

A Basketball Amen

VISUAL VOICES

THE PLACE IN MY HOUSE where I spend 
more time than in any other place, including the 
area containing the dinner table, is a room we 
call “the study.”

Some of what gives that room its name 
actually does go on there. From time to time 
in that space, I read and study while preparing 
sermons for Sunday morning worship services. 
Other times I’ll ponder what to put in these 
columns. You may be able to tell if the pondering 
has been any good or not by what’s produced by 
those e�orts.

Then there are the times I “study” various 
videos, like clips of UNC basketball games or old 
episodes of “Hill Street Blues” or “NYPD Blue.” I 
“study” tv cartoons of my youth because you can’t 
�nd “Woody Woodpecker” on the tube today. 
Sometimes I “study” how to beat my daughter in 
our daily challenge of who gets the best score in 
Wordle. And, no lie here, I have even “studied” 
the inside of my eye lids as all that e�ort got to 
me.

Therea’s a certain personality to the room. 
There are stacks of books in the built-in 
bookcases and on the �oor and on the �le cabinet 
and on my desk about baseball and U.S. History 
and current events, all waiting for “someday.” 
There are items of memorabilia on those shelves 
such as a rag doll my grandmother, who died 
when I was so young I don’t remember her, made 
for me. There are commemorative soft drink 
bottles on shelves, celebrating national collegiate 
basketball championships won by UNC and N.C. 
State. And there are stacks of old newspapers 
and boxes of I-don’t-really-know-what.

And more.
But it dawned on me the other day, as I 

pounded out this column, that as I sit at the 
keyboard there are three pictures of my father 
surrounding me. And that reminded me of 
something I read the other day that impressed 
me so much I wrote it down: “I wish I could turn 
the clock back to when my dad was young and 
healthy.” As I thought about that and looked at 
those three images, the thought came how true 
that is.

Those pictures trace his years. One of them is 
of him as a boy of about four or �ve. It’s a large 
image, hanging on the wall above my head. It 
was a black and white picture that was later 
“colorized.” He’s a cute little boy all dressed up in 
a white sailor suit.

Then there’s a small snapshot of me and 
him. In that one, I’m about four or �ve and he’s 
squatting beside me, arm around my waist and 
mine on his shoulder. He’s wearing a white straw 
hat and sunglasses, looking pretty sharp. I sort of 
remember how he looked then.

But what I really remember is how he looked 
in the last photo; it’s him and Mama taken 
for a church directory while, like the saying 
mentioned earlier, he was healthy, at least 
reasonably so.

I miss him. I’d like to hear his voice again, 
to talk with him about life in general and 
some things in speci�c, to let him see my eight 
grandchildren and to relive old memories and 
make some new ones.

Funny thing about clocks and time. We can’t 
rewind it or turn it back; can’t save it or make 
more of it. We can only spend it . . . or waste it.

Make good use of yours, especially if your dad 
– or mama – is still with you.

I’d like to think my daddy would be proud of me.

EDITORIAL  |   BOB WACHS

When time flies by, 
thank goodness for pictures

The 
demagogues 
Steph Curry and 
Caitlin Clark — 
bless them and 
their divinely-
kissed shooting 
arms — has 
evangelized the 
masses into 
believing that 
a thirty-three-
foot jumper is a 
high-percentage 
shot.

I wish I could 
turn the clock 
back to when 
my dad was 
young and 
healthy.
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BE IN TOUCH

Letters addressed to the editor may be sent to letters@
nsjonline.com or 1201 Edwards Mill Rd., Suite 300, Raleigh, 

NC 27607. Letters must be signed; include the writer’s 
phone number, city and state; and be no longer than 300 

words. Letters may be edited for style, length or clarity when 
necessary. Ideas for op-eds should be sent to  

opinion@nsjonline.com.

The essay was published by 
Guernica, which until this week I 
would have described as a highly 
regarded literary journal.

This week, they retracted the essay, 
saying they regretted publishing it. 
Why? Because it expressed empathy 
for both Israelis and Palestinians. 
Because it was written by an Israeli 
woman, a peace activist, a volunteer 
who drives Palestinian children 
in need of medical care to Israeli 
hospitals for treatment.

How dare she express empathy for 
both sides?

Read the essay. It is beautiful. It is 
nuanced.

“It is not easy to tread the line of 
empathy, to feel passion for both 
sides,” Joanna Chen, the essay’s author, 
wrote, explaining why she stopped her 
volunteer work for two weeks after 
Oct. 7. “How could I continue after 
Hamas had massacred and kidnapped 
so many civilians,” she asked, noting 
that a fellow volunteer and longtime 
peace activist named Vivian Silver 
was among those murdered by Hamas. 
“And I admit, I was afraid for my own 
life.”

Two weeks later, warned by her son 
that she was risking her life, she went 
back to her volunteer work.

This is the woman Guernica’s co-
founder — who quit because of the 
essay’s publication — denounced for 
writing “a hand-wringing apologia for 
Zionism and the ongoing genocide in 
Palestine.”

When, two weeks after Oct. 7, 
she resumed her volunteer driving, 
her husband came with her (against 
her son’s advice, who didn’t want to 
lose both his parents); she picked up 
a 3-year-old Palestinian boy at the 
checkpoint with his father, and drove 
them to the pediatric unit at Sheba 
Medical Center. “Shukran, shukran, 
thank you, the father said as I cradled 
Jad in my arms for a moment. And 
I wanted to say, “No, thank you for 
trusting me with your child. Thank 
you for reminding me that we can still 
�nd empathy and love in this broken 
world.”

This is the essay that Guernica’s 
former �ction editor Ishita Marwah 
castigated as a “rank piece of genocide 
apologia” and caused her to condemn 
Guernica as “a pillar of eugenicist 
white colonialism masquerading as 
goodness.”

And what does it say about 
Guernica that it caved in the face 
of that criticism, retracting the 
essay, saying that it “regrets having 
published this piece. A more fulsome 
explanation will follow.” That’s why 
you have to follow the link to the 
internet archives to read it.

From the river to the sea. In 
Guernica’s world, there is no place for 
Israel, and no voice for Israelis. Call it 
what you will: I call it antisemitism. 
No place for a woman who moved to 
Israel with her parents, when she was 
16, after her brother died. On social 
media, she was damned as “a settler 
who has settler genocidal friends and 
raised settler genocidal children.”

A dozen editors at Guernica quit 
last weekend to protest the fact 
that Guernica published the piece. 
Grace Loh Prasad, a Taiwanese-born 
contributor to Guernica, complained: 
“I am alarmed & upset that my writing 
has appeared alongside an essay 
that attempts to convey empathy 
for a colonizing, genocidal power.” I 
wonder: Has she seen the pictures of 
what was done to women and girls 
on Oct. 7? Has she no empathy for 
the victims of terrorists who so hate 
women, who would do this to innocent 
children? The answer, apparently, 
is that there is no such thing as an 
innocent Israeli, that they have no 
right to exist.

Last Saturday, after Sabbath 
services at Los Angeles I-KAR 
congregation, Standing Together’s 
Alon-Lee Green and Sally Abed spoke 
to a standing room only audience 
about the work they do as leaders of a 
grass roots organization of Jewish and 
Palestinian Israelis working together 
in pursuit of peace, equality and social 
and climate justice.

The crowd was rapt, hungry for just 
this kind of talk. This work has landed 
them on the BDS (Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions) boycott list — the 
political equivalent of Guernica’s 
cancellation. It is enraging — and 
heartbreaking — that those with the 
courage to try to speak the truth and 
�nd empathy in a broken world should 
by virtue of that become the targets 
of the gutless wonders and extremist 
haters who are trying, successfully at 
Guernica, to dominate the discourse.

COLUMN
SUSAN ESTRICH

On ‘from the 
edges of a broken 

world’
Have I made 
my human 
behavioral 
journey into 
re�ecting 
goodness sound 
hopeless?

LET ME OWN TWO FAVES — “Love 
Actually” (the movie) and Hugh Grant 
in just about anything, including “Love 
Actually.”

“Good’s going to win” is a line spoken by 
the Hugh Grant character in the coda to 
“Love Actually” (made 15 years later.) I hear 
that line and immediately feel uplifted and 
warm. Of course, it’s hard to know whether 
it’s my reaction to Hugh Grant or the 
promise of “Good is going to win.” I really 
think it’s the latter. I want it to be the latter.

I do want “good to win.” But there’s a 
slight hitch in that my version of good, and 
yours, can often be di£erent. Very di£erent. 
Are there universal values all of us can agree 
constitute goodness? After doing a quick 
literature survey of universal values, and 
there appear to be, culturally, zillions, I’m 
going reductionistic. Can we just agree on 
being, well, nice?

Playing well with others? But, oh gosh, 
such strong cultural tides pushing me this 
way and that, inclusive of my words. Eeek! 
Have I made my human behavioral journey 
into re¥ecting goodness sound hopeless?

Might there, possibly, be an internal 
“on” switch I can lean into when in pursuit 
of re¥ecting my good intentions into the 
world? A switch that automatically tamps 
down my oh-so human temptation to utter 

words, mindlessly or on purpose, that are 
hurtful to others? Hey, stop me any time the 
buzzer goes o£ and a great answer appears….

Waiting, waiting, waiting….
Oh, what the heck, until that omnibus 

“goodness on” switch makes its appearance, 
I actually do have a solution du jour: keeping 
my side of the street clean (as much as this 
fallible human can.) Yep, that’s it. Really 
creative, eh? And this coming from someone 
who absolutely hates to sweep!

Perhaps a tad more info…
When I approach being unnecessarily 

verbally reactive to someone, can I try to 
remember that I, Jan, can easily become a 
virus disseminator? Yep, that would be me - 
sharing psychological and social viruses in 
the world, as a result of my words. Darn it, 
they’re viruses, catching, just like the ¥u!

Sooo, keeping my side of the street clean 
is just good cultural hygiene. It’s my public 
health contribution when those viruses are 
¥ying around. Many folks think rudeness, 
or hurtful words, are a self-contained 
experience, limited to just one person or 
interaction. Nope, nope, nope. They’re truly 
a virus that spreads, making the lives of 
everyone exposed to them more fraught. Do 
any of us really need more “fraught?”

I mean, folks, haven’t we had enough of 
viruses? Really.

COLUMN  |  JAN HUTTON

Keeping my side 
of the street clean (mostly)

UNDER PRESIDENT BIDEN’S failed 
leadership, the State of the Union is in 
crisis.

He can try to convince the American 
people his policies are working, but after 
his address last week, one thing is clear — 
they’re not buying it.

Over the past three years, Americans 
have experienced one crisis after another. 
From the catastrophic open border, 
skyrocketing prices fueled by in¥ation, to 
surging violent crime, to weakness on the 
world stage, President Biden has made our 
country less prosperous and less safe.

Since President Biden took o©ce, folks 
in our region and across America are 
paying more for everything. His reckless 
spending and anti-energy policies have 
led to historic in¥ation, soaring gas 
prices, and higher interest rates, making 

it more expensive for people just to buy the 
basics. Mortgage rates have also doubled, 
skyrocketing the cost of purchasing a 
home and putting the American dream 
of homeownership out of reach for more 
families.

This crisis has left many families 
drowning in credit card debt. Many people 
have had to take second or third jobs to 
make ends meet. Hardworking Americans 
are su£ering because of President Biden’s 
failures, and they’ve had enough.

President Biden’s open border policies 
and disregard for our immigration laws 

have created the worst border crisis in 
U.S. history, turning every community 
into a border community. Under the Biden 
Administration, there have been roughly 
8.7 million illegal crossings nationwide, 
including over 340 individuals on the 
terrorist watch list. Countless innocent 
lives have been tragically lost to fentanyl 
poisoning and criminal violence at the 
hands of people here illegally. Just a few 
weeks ago,

Laken Riley, a Georgia college nursing 
student, was brutally murdered by an 
illegal migrant who’d been paroled and 
released into our country after crossing the 
border illegally in 2022.

The crisis at our border is a catastrophe 
of the President’s own design, and he 
could �x it today with a stroke of a pen, 
but he refuses to act. Meanwhile, House 
Republicans passed a bill to stop the ¥ow 
of illegal migrants and secure America’s 
borders. We won’t stop �ghting to secure 
America’s borders and protect our 
communities.

While President Biden continues to 
dodge responsibility and ignore the 
su£ering his policies have caused, House 
Republicans are �ghting to hold him 
accountable and restore our country’s 
greatness once again.

Richard Hudson represents North 
Carolina’s 9th Congressional district.

COLUMN  |  RICHARD HUDSON

The state of our 
union is in crisis

The last thing 
folks in the 
Sandhills want 
is another 
oppressive 
Biden 
Administration 
mandate.
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Wrenn Carroll 
Jordan

Oct.11th, 1938 – March 16th, 
2024

Wrenn Carroll Jordan, 
85, of Siler City, passed away 
Friday, March 16, 2024.

Wrenn was born in 
Chatham County on October 
11, 1938, to Harry Lane 
Jordan and Cara Wrenn 
Jordan. In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded in 
death by his two brothers: 
Rev. R. Harry Jordan and 
wife, Frances Weaver Jordan, 
of Wilson and James Allen 
Jordan, of Siler City. Wrenn 
is survived by his niece, 
Charlotte Frances Jordan, 
of Wilson, Carolina Beach 
and previously of Raleigh 
and nephew, Thomas Mark 
Jordan, of Raleigh.

Wrenn was loved by 
many in the community 
and facilities.  He had an 
appealing personality, 
socially high functioning 

though born with DD. After 
Murdoch Center Training 
School in Butner, NC, he 
moved to the �rst group 
home opened in NC, the 
Durham County group home. 
Wrenn moved to live in his 
last group home for most 
of his years, Pickens Place 
in Siler City, in which he 
enjoyed all the activities and 
beach trips. Wrenn worked 
at Chatham Trades for years. 
He eventually moved to the 
Siler City Genesis Nursing 
Home Center for physical 
rehab purposes where Wrenn 
would spend his day times 
at Club Insight. Wrenn 
enjoyed all mechanical 
things, rode his bicycle while 
living in Durham and his 
moped. He enjoyed going to 
the Weaver Virginia farm 
and admiring the tractors. 
Wrenn attended Siler City 
Methodist Church when 
living at home and his faith 
was a part of him. Wrenn 
loved his niece’s dogs and 
riding in her automobiles. 
Wrenn’s favorite pass time 
was smoking his collection of 
pipes. His pleasantness will 
be remembered and missed.

Much appreciation by the 
family to OPC LME sta�.

A graveside burial will be 
held on Thursday, March 21, 
2024, at Oakwood Cemetery, 
at 3:00 PM. 

Smith & Buckner Funeral 
Home is serving the Jordan 
family.

Online Condolences 
may be made at www.
smithbucknerfh.com

Mary Margaret 
Clegg Gri�n

Feb.16th, 1927 – March 13th, 
2024

Mary Margaret Clegg 
Gri�n, age 97, of Pittsboro, 
died Wednesday, March 13, 
2024, at home.

Mary Margaret was born in 

Chatham County, on February 
16, 1927, to the late Henry 
Clegg and Flossie Beard 
Clegg. She was also preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Burnice Gri�n, and six 
brothers, Bud, Bynum, Henry, 
Hoyt, William, Horace, and 
two son in laws, Joe Jackson 
and Charles Hinton.

Surviving relatives include 
two daughters: Betty Jean 
Hinton of Pittsboro, Sylvia 
Jackson of Pittsboro, one son, 
Burnice Gri�n, Jr. “Burnie”, 
and wife Bonnie of Pittsboro, 
one brother, Lynn Clegg and 
wife Rose of Pittsboro, four 
grandchildren, April (Darrell 
Elliott), Blake, Clay, Renee 
(Rodney Wilder), seven great-
grandchildren, Connor, Lexi, 
Everly, Charlie, Katie, Reice, 
Ryan, and one great-great-
grandchild, Ryleigh.

The family will receive 
friends, Monday, March 18, 

2024, from 1:00PM-1:50PM 
at Pittsboro Baptist Church. 
The funeral service will follow 
at 2:00PM with Pastor Peter 
McDonald presiding. Burial 
will follow in the church 
cemetery.

In lieu of ¤owers, the 
family asks for memorial 
contributions to be made in 
Mary Margaret’s memory 
to Pittsboro Baptist Church 
Quilting Ministry P.O. Box 
696 Pittsboro, NC 27312.

Condolences may be made 
at www.donaldsonfunerals.
com

Donaldson Funeral Home 
& Crematory is honored to 
serve the Gri�n family.

Condolences may be made 
at www.donaldsonfunerals.
com

Donaldson Funeral Home 
& Crematory is honored to 
serve the Gri�n family.

Larry “Ricky” 
M. Urdock, Jr.
Aug.1st, 1968 – March 10th, 

2024

Larry “Ricky” Richard 
Murdock, Jr. transcended into 
his heavenly home on Sunday, 
March 10th, 2024. He was a 
loving and devoted son, father, 
grandfather, brother, cousin, 
and a friend to many people. 

He was born on August 

1, 1968, in Siler City, N.C. 
to the late Larry Murdock, 
Sr. & Linda Murdock-Siler. 
Ricky was the �rst of two 
children born to this union. 
He is preceded in death by 
his father, Larry Richard 
Murdock, Sr. 

Ricky joined Gees Grove 
AME Zion Church and was 
a 1986 graduate of Eastern 
Randolph High School.  

Ricky leaves to cherish 
his memory, his mother, 
Linda Murdock-Siler, 
brother Zachery Headen, 
Jr. (Pumpkin) and one 
sister, Ti�any Murdock, one 
daughter Trisha Murdock, 
one son Donovan Woods, one 
grandson, Prince Murdock 
and one granddaughter, 
Stormi Reign Murdock, a host 
of uncles and aunts, family, 
and friends. 

Ricky later moved to 
Florida and met Shanna 
Gilmore, his special friend of 
seventeen years. 

Ricky worked at Mowery 

Elevator Company in 
Cottondale Florida. Upon 
returning home to North 
Carolina, he worked at 
Mountaire Farms in Siler City 
until his health declined. 

Ricky loved to cook 
on the grill and became 
known for his famous ‘Ricky 
Chicken.’  He loved grilling 
with family and friends and 
never missed a cookout. Ricky 
loved music of all kinds. 

Funeral service will be held 
at Smith & Buckner Funeral 
Home, Wednesday, March 
13th, 2024, at 2 pm. Visitation 
will be one hour prior at Smith 
& Buckner Chapel. Burial will 
follow at Gees Grove AME 
Zion Church. O�ciating will 
be Reverend Jessie Harrison.

Smith & Buckner Funeral 
Home will be assisting the 
Murdock family.

Online condolences 
can be made at www.
smithbucknerfh.com

Gary Douglas 
Deaton

June 9th, 1947 - March 16th, 
2024

Gary Douglas Deaton, 76, 
went to his heavenly home 
Saturday, March 16th, 2024, 
at his home.

Doug was born on June 
9th, 1947, in Siler City, NC 
to the late Bernard Worth 
and Mary Frances Deaton. 
He was the third of four 
children, one of which 
precedes him in death: his 
sister, Judy Deaton Thomas.

Doug was a proud veteran 
of the United States Navy, 
where he served from 1966 
to 1968. He began his career 
in photography aboard the 
USS Vulcan “AR-5”. He later 
returned to Siler City where 
he continued with Doug 
Deaton Photography as a 
business owner for over forty 
years.

Doug had many hobbies. 
He was a car enthusiast, 
lover of motor sports and 
western movies, and he 
taught photography and 
music in the community. 
He participated in the Siler 

City Chamber of Commerce, 
Chatham County Wildlife 
Club, the Kiwanis Club, 
Rotary Club, the Collard 
Club, and numerous other 
civic organizations. He 
loved music and was the 
founding member of the 
band, “Brothers and Others”. 
The last 13 years he was a 
property manager of Braxton 
Manor.

He is survived by his 
children, Mary-Douglas 
Andrews of Siler City, 
Brittany McKeown (Andy) 
of Asheboro, NC, and Zach 
Deaton (Laurin) of Siler 
City, NC. He is survived 
by seven grandchildren, 
Kennedy Andrews, Michael 
Andrews, III, Mary-Maxton 
Andrews, Shields McKeown 
(Alexandra), Annabelle 
McKeown, and Luke and 
Jacob Deaton. He is also 
survived by his sister, Janice 
Deaton White, brother, Don 
(Carol) Deaton, and brother-
in-law, Loy Thomas, and 
several nieces and nephews.

He was a loving and 
devoted father, grandfather, 
brother, cousin, and friend to 
many people. Doug loved his 
residents at Braxton Manor.

A memorial service will be 
held at a later date.

In lieu of ¤owers, 
contributions can be made in 
honor of “Rocky”, his beloved 
cat that he adopted from the 
Chatham County Animal 
Shelter, 725 Renaissance Dr., 
Pittsboro, NC 27312.  

Smith & Buckner Funeral 
Home will be assisting the 
Deaton family.

Online condolences 
can be made at www.
smithbucknerfh.com

396 West St., Pittsboro, NC 27312  |  919-542-3057  |  www.donaldsonfunerals.com

We offer an on-site crematory with many 
options of Celebration of Life services, 

Traditional, and Green Burials. Call us to set 
an appointment to come by and learn more. 

Matt McDiarmid
Funeral Service Assistant

Thank you for your service
and dedication to our community.

Come join our new
aftercare program

Home of Chatham County’s
ONLY On-site Crematory

396 West St., Pittsboro, NC 27312  |  919-542-3057  |  www.donaldsonfunerals.com

For those who have lost their spouse or partner and are 
now on a new path… We invite you to meet others walking
a similar journey with you! This new life squad will be a social 
group and network for individuals who can share together in 
treats, travels, tales, and trials. The March Healing Hope 
meeting will be on Wednesday, March 20, 5:00pm at 
Virlie's. Bring a small group or a friend.

Sponsored by Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory

March
Team Spotlight

"Healing Hope" 
A Social Support Network

obituaries SPONSORED BY

DONALDSON FUNERAL 
HOME & CREMATORY

IN MEMORY

JOYCE BAILEY THOMAS
OCT.23RD, 1941 – MARCH 16TH, 2024

Joyce Bailey Thomas, age 82 of Broadway, passed away on Saturday 
(3/16/2024) at her home. She was born on October 23, 1941, daughter 
of the late James Columbus Bailey and Rosie Patterson Bailey. She was 
preceded in death by her parents, and her husband Larry Oscar Thomas. 
Joyce was a lifelong member of Holly Springs Baptist Church where she 
sang in the choir. She served as the WMU Director, traveled to Armenia for 
church mission trips, and served on numerous committees throughout 
the years. Her hobbies included traveling to Hawaii, Alaska, Europe and the 
Bahamas. She was a pilot and logged many hours �ying with her husband 
Larry. A celebration of life service will be held on Saturday (4/6/2024) at 
12:00pm Holly Springs Baptist Church with Rev. Jerry Parsons and Rev. 
Scott Yow o�ciating. Inurnment will follow at the church cemetery. The 
family will receive friends from 11:00am-12:00pm in the church fellowship 
hall. She is survived by her brothers, Jimmy Bailey and wife Judy Rae of 
Broadway, NC and Jerry Bailey and wife Faye of Broadway, NC. Nieces 
and nephews, Amy Thomas Taylor (Craig), Lauren Stone, Paul Thomas 
(Allison), Chelsea Dickens, Dylan Thomas, Eric Thomas (Ahn), Je�rey Bailey 
(Carla), CJ Bailey, Thomas Bailey, Denise Whit�eld (Chris), Justin Whit�eld, 
Cindy Harrington, Ben Harrington, Jeremy Harrington, and Tammy Baker. 
Online condolences can be made at www.smithfuneralhomebroadway.com 
Arrangements are by the Smith Funeral Home, Broadway Inc.
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Celebrate the life of your loved 
ones. Submit obituaries and death 
notices to be published in NSJ at 
obits@northstatejournal.com

Matt McDiarmid
Funeral Service Assistant

Thank you for your service
and dedication to our community.

Come join our new
aftercare program

Home of Chatham County’s
ONLY On-site Crematory
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group and network for individuals who can share together in 
treats, travels, tales, and trials. The March Healing Hope 
meeting will be on Wednesday, March 20, 5:00pm at 
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North Carolinians made 
their 
rst legal bets in the 
state last week

By David A. Lieb
The Associated Press

RALEIGH — People in North 
Carolina may have a little more 
riding on this year’s NCAA men’s 
and women’s basketball tourna-
ments, as they will be able to le-
gally bet on the games through 
their smartphone apps and com-
puters for the  rst time.

For the sixth straight year, the 
number of states allowing le-
gal sports betting has expanded 
since the last rendition of March 
Madness. A total of 38 states 
and the District of Columbia 
now allow some form sports bet-
ting, including 30 states and the 
nation’s capital that allow online 
wagering.

That’s up from one state, Ne-
vada, where people could legally 
wager on games during the 2018 
college basketball tournaments, 
before the U.S. Supreme Court 
cleared the way for expansion.

Rules for sports betting vary 
by state. Some states prohib-
it bets on home-state college 
teams or the performance of 
speci c players. Others allow 
bets not only on the outcome of 
any college games but also on a 
variety of other things, such as 
the number of points, rebounds 
and assists that a particular 
player will tally.

Fans have long  lled out 
NCAA tournament brackets 

while wagering in o�ce pools or 
against friends and family. But 
those casual bets have increas-
ingly been supplemented with 
more formal gambling.

The total amount bet on all 
sports through legal wagering 
sites exceeded $121 billion in 
2023, up 30% from the previous 
year, according to the American 
Gaming Association. After pay-
ing out winnings, sports betting 
operators reaped $11 billion in 
revenue, up from about $7.5 bil-
lion the previous year.

The American Gaming As-
sociation estimates $2.7 bil-
lion will be bet this year on the 
NCAA men’s and women’s bas-
ketball tournaments through le-

gal sports books.
Despite living where sports 

betting is legal, some fans still 
could be blocked from betting 
on their favorite teams and play-
ers.

Roughly a dozen states bar 
bets on college games involv-
ing home-state teams. Four ad-
ditional states — Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island 
and Vermont — generally pro-
hibit bets involving their own 
college teams but make excep-
tions for tournaments.

Some states only allow bets 
on the outcome of college games, 
not how particular players will 
perform. Maryland and Ohio, 
for example, banned so-called 

proposition bets on college play-
ers, e�ective this month.

Since last year’s Final Four, 
six states have launched or ex-
panded sports betting.

Nebraska began taking sports 
bets at casinos last June, though 
it doesn’t allow mobile wagers. 
Kentucky launched sports bet-
ting in September to coincide 
with the start of the NFL sea-
son, and Maine began doing so 
in November.

After a court victory, the Sem-
inole Tribe of Florida in Decem-
ber began taking online sports 
bets in addition to wagers at its 
casinos.

Vermont launched online 
sports betting in January.

North Carolina, which previ-
ously had sports betting only at 
three tribal casinos, began per-
mitting online sports wagering 
on March 11, a day before the 
start of the ACC men’s basket-
ball tournament which was ul-
timately won by North Carolina 
State, a nine-point underdog.

In Missouri, where legislative 
attempts have repeatedly failed, 
the St. Louis Cardinals are lead-
ing a coalition of professional 
sports teams supporting an ini-
tiative petition that could place 
sports betting on the November 
ballot.

Lawmakers in Alabama and 
Georgia also are considering 
constitutional amendments au-
thorizing sports betting. Geor-
gia senators passed a measure 
last month, but it still needs a 
two-thirds vote from the House 
to appear on this year’s ballot.

Alabama’s House included 
sports betting in a wide-rang-
ing gambling measure, but the 
state Senate stripped it out ear-
lier this month. The House now 
must decide whether to accept 
that change or negotiate a  nal 
version to go to voters.

Legislation to legalize sports 
betting also is pending in Okla-
homa and Minnesota. A Min-
nesota state Senate committee 
endorsed a revised version on 
Thursday that would raise the 
proposed tax rate.

Mississippi, which legalized 
casino sports betting in 2018, is 
considering an expansion to on-
line betting. A bill passed the 
House last month and is now in 
the state Senate.

Sports betting remains ille-
gal in twelve states, but bets can 
be made by crossing state lines. 
In Missouri’s two largest cities, 
St. Louis and Kansas City, some 
people drive to nearby commut-
er lots or exit ramps across the 
border in Illinois or Kansas, re-
spectively, to place legal bets 
through mobile apps.

Other would-be bettors get 
thwarted by technology.

During the weekend of the Su-
per Bowl, where the Kansas City 
Chiefs defeated the San Fran-
cisco 49ers, technology compa-
ny GeoComply Solutions said it 
processed more than 431,000 
location checks from about 
40,500 mobile devices in Mis-
souri attempting to access sports 
betting sites in other states. The 
location checks allowed compa-
nies to block those bets.

More states make bets on sports gambling

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11am–5pm and Saturday 10am–4pm,  Closed Sun.

ERIK VERDUZCO / AP PHOTO

Former Carolina Panther Greg Olsen retrieves a receipt after 
placing the �rst ceremonial bet in North Carolina during a 
DraftKings event celebrating the launch of mobile and online 
sports wagering at the NASCAR Hall of Fame on March 11. 
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Email ads@chathamnr.com  
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

ALL SHIFTS
CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
for appointment to complete

application and interview.
Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

HIRING CNA’s

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS

CLASSIFIED ADS

REAL ESTATE 

LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham Land 
Experts, www.learnaboutland.com - 919-
362-6999   

RENTALS, APARTMENTS 

Home For Rent-3 bedroom, 1 ½ bath 
brick ranch home located at 500 Eden 
Hills, Siler City, NC, for lease on a 
yearly basis at $1,400 per month, yard 
maintenance year around included. All 
appliances remain, no pets and no more 
than two adults and two children. Call 
Meacham Realty at 336-622-1998 in 
Liberty for more information.

POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Evergreen 
Construction introduces its newest 
independent living community for adults 
55 years or older, 1 and 2 bedroom 
applications now being accepted. O�ce 
hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Call 919-533-6319 for more 
information, TDD #1-800-735-2962, 
Equal housing opportunity, Handicapped 
accessible  

  

RENTALS, APARTMENTS 

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS now for 
one-bedroom apartments, adults 
55 years or older. Water included, 
appliances furnished, on-site laundry, 
elevator, keyless entry. Section 
8 accepted. No security deposit. 
Application fee $25 per adult. Call 
Braxton Manor, 919-663-1877. Handicap 
accessible. Equal Housing Opportunity.  

AUTOS FOR SALE 

RV FOR SALE  - RV for sale, Damen 
Daybreak 2000, 75,000 miles, runs 
great, good tires, good air conditioner, 
good generator. $10,000, Financing 
available, 919-828-4247.  
 

YARD SALES

PITTSBORO CHRISTIAN VILLAGE, 1825 
East St., Pittsboro
HUGE ANNUAL YARD SALE, Fri & Sat
March 22nd 8 am - 5 pm. 
March 23rd 8 am – 1 pm.
Furniture, Kitchen Appliances, 
Cookware, Bakeware, Home Décor, 
Linens, Craft items, and much more!
 

WANTED

Seeking to rent two parking spaces for car 
sharing services in the general Pittsboro/
Siler City Area.  Please call or text 919-503-
2021.

AUCTIONS 

RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTIONEERS - 
Equipment, business, liquidation, estates, 
land, houses, antiques, personal property, 
coins, furniture, consignments, bene¥ts, 
etc., NCAL #7706, 919-548-3684, 919-663-
3556, rickyellingtonauctions@yahoo.com,  

SERVICES 

RAINBOW WATER FILTERED VACUUMS, 
Alice Cox, Cox’s Distributing - Rainbow 
- Cell: 919-548-4314, Sales, Services, 
Supplies. Serving public for 35 years. Rada 
Cutlery is also available.  

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of charge. 
Due to many months of low steel prices 
and unstable steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, trucks, 
and machinery will be transported and 
environmentally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803.  

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree removal, 
stump grinding, lot clearing. Visa & Master 
Card accepted. Timber. Free estimates. 
919-258-3594.  

DIGGING AND DEMO-Land 
improvements, mini-excavating, stump 
removal, mobile home and building tear-
down, all digging.  Call John Hayes, 919-
548-0474.

HELP WANTED 

OFFICE ASSISTANT/RECEPTIONIST 
NEEDED

Basic Machinery Co. Siler City, NC
Applications Received On Site
Contact: Linda Goodnight, HR

CHATHAM MONUMENT COMPANY 
has an immediate job opening.  This is 
a full time position and involves placing 
monuments in the cemetery in Chatham 
and surrounding counties.

Job requirements are: Must have a valid 
NC driver’s license, must be able to lift 
75 lbs. if necessary.  Must have a good 
attitude, the ability to work well with others 
and be willing to learn.  Also needs reliable 
transportation to and from work.  Pay will 
be based on the individual and their ability 
to do the work.

Apply in Person to: 227 N. 2nd Ave., Siler 
City, NC  27344

FOOD SERVICES STAFF, Pittsboro 
Christian Village is accepting applications 
for Server, Pantry Cook, and Cook. Apply 
in person 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday – 
Friday, at 1825 East St. in Pittsboro.  

Bellemont 
Pointe 

Apartments 
34 Winston Way

Pittsboro, NC
Apartment Community

(Located behind Lowes)

• Three Bedroom Units
• Rental Assistance Available

Rent based on income

Please call 919-533-6198
TDD/TYY # 800-735-2962

This institution is an equal opportunity
provider & employer
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The undersigned, having quali�ed as Executor of the 
Estate of David Drake, Deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, does hereby notify all persons, 
�rms and corporations having claims against the 
Estate to exhibit them to the undersigned at the o�ces 
of Marcus Hudson, Attorney at Law, 641 Rock Creek 
Road, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27514, on or before 
the 14th day of June, 2024, or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery.  All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate payment. This 
14th day of March, 2024. JONATHAN EARLE DRAKE, 
EXECUTOR, ESTATE OF DAVID DRAKE

PUBLIC NOTICE

To all persons claiming interest in : 2007- 16’- 
ALUMACRAFT-1648-ACBF4890G607
Adrian Wicevic will apply to SCDNR for title on 
watercraft/ outboard motor. If you have any claim to 
the watercraft/outboard motor, contact SCDNR at 
(803) 734-3699. Upon thirty days after the date of the 
last advertisement if no claim of interest is made and 
the watercraft/ outboard motor has not been reported 
stolen, SCDN shall issue clear title. 
Case No: 20230712950535

NOTICE

The Undersigned, having quali�ed on the 20th day 
of February, 2024, as the Executrix of the ESTATE of 
Anne Werneke Elwell, deceased, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, File No. 24-E-25, does hereby notify 
all persons, �rms and corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 22nd day of May, 2024, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery of such claims.  All 
persons indebted to said Estate are requested to make 
immediate payment to the undersigned.  
This 21st day of February, 2024.
Eileen Gunipero, Executrix
ESTATE OF Anne Werneke Elwell, Deceased
c/o Ethan C. Timmins, Attorney
NC Bar No. 53086
Patrick Law, PLLC
3805 University Drive, Suite A
Durham, North Carolina 27707

NOTICE

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF BENJAMIN MARCUS KEARNS NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS    
 DECEASED. 

 The undersigned, having heretofore quali�ed as 
Executor of the Estate of Benjamin Marcus Kearns, 
deceased, late of Chatham County, North Carolina, 
hereby noti�es all persons, �rms and corporations 
having claims against said estate to present them to 
the undersigned on or before June 19th, 2024 or this 
Notice will be pleaded in bar of any recovery thereon.  
All persons, �rms and corporations indebted to said 
estate will please make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
 This the 21st  day of March, 2024

      Ezekiel M. Kearns, Executor
Estate of Benjamin Marcus Kearns, Deceased
      c/o J. Aaron Bennett, Esq.
      Carruthers & Roth, P.A.   
      Attorneys & Counselors at Law   
      235 North Edgeworth Street (27401)    
      Post O�ce Box 540
      Greensboro, North Carolina 27402   

Publication dates: March 21st, 28th and April 4th and 
11th, 2024.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

ALL PERSONS, �rms, and corporations having
claims against Ronald Lee Plemmons, deceased, 
of Chatham County, NC, are noti�ed to exhibit
the same to the undersigned on or before June 5, 2024,
or this notice will be pleaded in bar of recovery.  Debtors
of the deceased are asked to make payment.  This the 
7th of
March, 2024. Teena Rene Bryan, Executrix of the 
Estate of
Ronald Lee Plemmons. 771 Lydia Perry Rd. Sanford, 
NC 27330.

CREDITOR’S NOTICE

Having quali�ed on the 23rd day of February 2024, as 
Administrator of the Estate of Monica Lynn Lehman, 
deceased, late of Chatham County, North Carolina, this 
is to notify all persons, �rms and corporations having 
claims against the decedent to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before the 7th day of June 2024, or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar of their recovery. All 
persons, �rms and corporations indebted to the estate 
should make immediate payment.

This is the 27th day of February 2024.

Amber Lehman, Administrator of the Estate of Monica 
Lynn Lehman
5551 Audra Park Road
Belington, WV 26250

Attorneys:     
Law O�ces of Doster & Brown, P.A.
206 Hawkins Avenue 
Sanford, NC 27330

Publish On: March 7,14, 21 and 28, 2024.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The undersigned, having quali�ed as Executor of the 
Estate of Barbara Ann Thompson, Deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, �rms and corporations having claims 
against the estate to exhibit them to the undersigned 
at the o�ces of Tillman, Whichard & Cagle, PLLC, 501 
Eastowne Drive, Suite 130, Chapel Hill, NC 27514, on or 
before the 14th day of June, 2024, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All persons indebted to 
the estate will please make immediate payment.
This 14th day of March, 2024.

GARRETT ALAN THOMPSON, EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF BARBARA ANN THOMPSON

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA  
NOTICE TO CREDITORS    
CHATHAM COUNTY

 HAVING QUALIFIED as Executor of the Estate of Peggy 
Ann Moody, late of Chatham County, North Carolina, 
this is to notify all persons, �rms and corporations 
having claims against the estate of said deceased to 
present them to the undersigned on or before the 15th 
day of June, 2024, or this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery.
 This the 6th day of March, 2024.
  Cathy L. Moody, Executor of the
  Estate of Peggy Ann Moody
  2090 Silk Hope Liberty Road
  Siler City, North Carolina  27344

MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER & LEE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
BOX 629
SILER CITY, NORTH CAROLINA  27344
(919) 663-2850  
4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

20 E 583
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, having quali�ed as Administrator 
of the Estate of Jimmie L Bynum, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North Carolina, noti�es all 
persons, �rms and corporations having claims 
against the estate of said deceased to present them 
to the undersigned at his address, 3722 Albritton Dr., 
Durham, North Carolina, 27705, on or before the 28th 
day of June, 2024, or this Notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons indebted to said estate will 
please make immediate payment.

Jeremy T Browner, Administrator
3722 Albritton Dr.
Durham NC 27705

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

      Having quali�ed as Executor of the Estate of James 
Howard Dowd aka James H. Dowd, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, �rms and corporations having claims 
against the estate of the decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned at the o�ce of Ivey & Eggleston, 
Attorneys at Law, 111 Worth Street, Asheboro, North 
Carolina 27203, on or before June 08, 2024, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All 
persons, �rms or corporations indebted to said estate 
should make immediate payment to the undersigned.

      This 7th day of March, 2024.

  Phillips David Dowd
 Executor of the Estate of
 James Howard Dowd and James H. Dowd
 

Benajmin Scott Warren, Attorney 
IVEY & EGGLESTON,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
111 Worth Street
Asheboro, NC  27203
(336) 625-3043

PUBL/DATES:
03/07/2024
03/14/2024
03/21/2024
03/28/2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of Barbara Nancy Hill
CHATHAM 24E0067

 ALL PERSONS, �rms and corporations 
having claims against Barbara Nancy Hill, deceased, of 
Chatham County, NC, are noti�ed to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before June 3, 2024 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors of 
the decedent are asked to make immediate payment. 
This the 29th day of February 2024. Hildette Taylor 
a.k.a. Hildette Taylor Cadigan, Executrix, in c/o Kellie M. 
Corbett, Attorney, at Carolina Family Estate Planning, 
201 Commonwealth Court, Suite 100, Cary, NC 27511.

Publication Dates:
February 29, 2024
March 7, 2024
March 14, 2024
March 21, 2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 

The undersigned, CHELSY MITCHELL, 
ADMINISTRATOR, having quali�ed on the 21ST day 
of FEBRUARY, 2024, as Executrix of the Estate of 
PAMELA WOODS POWELL, deceased, of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, does hereby notify all persons, 
�rms and corporations having claims against said 
Estate to exhibit them to the undersigned on or before 
the 29TH Day of MAY, 2024., or this Notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All persons indebted to 
said Estate will please make immediate payment to the 
undersigned. This is the 29TH Day of FEBRUARY, 2024.

CHELSY MITCHELL, ADMINISTRATOR
424 RIVER PARK RD.
BELMONT, NC  28012

Run dates: F29,M7,14,21p

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

24 E 88

 The undersigned, having quali�ed as 
Executor of the Estate of Betty J. Goodwin, late of 
Chatham County, North Carolina, noti�es all persons, 
�rms and corporations having claims against the 
estate of said deceased to present them to the 
undersigned at her address, P. O. Box 56, New Hill, 
North Carolina, 27562, on or before the 21st day of 
June, 2024, or this Notice will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted to said estate will please 
make immediate payment.
 This 18th day of March, 2024.
       Patsy Goodwin Irving
       PO Box 56
       New Hill, North Carolina   27562       
       GUNN & MESSICK, PLLC
       P. O. Box 880
       Pittsboro, North Carolina   27312

March 21, 28, April 4, 11

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 

The United Way of Chatham County will hold its annual 
meeting Thursday, March 28, at 11 a.m. in the Holmes 
Family Meeting Room at Chatham Community Library, 
197 NC-87, Pittsboro, N.C. 27312. 
The public is invited to attend.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 

The undersigned, JOYCE C. CASH, having quali�ed on 
the 16TH day of FEBRUARY, 2024, as ADMINISTRATOR 
of the Estate of TONYA CASH CHAPMAN, deceased, of 
Chatham County, North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, �rms and corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 5TH Day of JUNE, 2024., or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned. This is the 7TH Day of 
MARCH, 2024.

JOYCE C. CASH, ADMINISTRATOR
47 CASH HILL DR.
APEX, NC  27523

Run dates: M7,14,21,28p

NOTICE TO CREDITORS    

NORTH CAROLINA  
NOTICE TO CREDITORS    
CHATHAM COUNTY

 HAVING QUALIFIED as Administrator of the Estate 
of Doris Jeanette Blackmon, late of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, this is to notify all persons, �rms and 
corporations having claims against the estate of said 
deceased to present them to the undersigned on or 
before the 20th day of June, 2024, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
 This the 13th day of March, 2024.
  Kenneth Blackmon, Jr., Administrator of the
  Estate of Doris Jeanette Blackmon
  352 Beech Ridge Road
  Thomasville, North Carolina  27360
   
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER & LEE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
BOX 629
SILER CITY, NORTH CAROLINA  27344
(919) 663-2850
  
4tp

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

A public hearing will be held by the Goldston Town 
Board on Monday, April 1, 2024, beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
The hearing will be held at Goldston Town Hall located 
at 40 Coral Avenue, Goldston, NC 27252.

Speakers are requested to sign up at the meeting 
prior to the hearing by emailing Ben Townsend at ben.
townofgoldston@gmail.com. You may also request 
to speak by contacting the town clerk Annie Kay King 
Gaines at aktwngold@gmail.com or Hunter Glenn at 
hunter.glenn@chathamcountync.gov. 
  The public hearing may be continued to another date 
at the discretion of the Town Board. 

The purpose of the Public Hearing is to receive input, 
both written and oral, on the issues listed below:

A legislative public hearing for a request by the 
Goldston Town Board to consider text amendments 
to the Goldston Uni�ed Development Ordinance; 
speci�cally, chapters 1.2; 2.3; 2.4; 2.8; 2.13; and a 
Zoning Map Amendment creating a new zoning district 
in the downtown core to be known as CB-1 Central 
Business. 
A legislative public hearing for a request by the 
Goldston Town Board to consider amendments to the 
Goldston Uni�ed Development Ordinance; speci�cally, 
chapter 8 Watershed Protection Regulations. 
Michael Blakley, on behalf of Tumbleweed Holdings, 
LLC, has requested an amendment to the Town of 
Goldston Zoning Map to zone as R-15 Residential 
801.84 acres located at 970 Murchison Rd (Parcels 
63303, 62623, 67003, 62605, 8322, 9919, 66852, and 
9896).  
Michael Blakley, on behalf of Tumbleweed Holdings 
LLC, has requested an amendment to the Town of 
Goldston Watershed Map adding 5.8 acres of Local 
Watershed, 697.76 acres of WS-IV PA and 98.28- acres 
Critical Area watershed located at 970 Murchison Road 
(parcels 63303; 62623; 67003; 62605; 8322; 9919; 
66852; 9896).
Michael Blakley, on behalf of Tumbleweed Holdings, 
LLC, has requested a voluntary satellite annexation of 
801.84 acres located at 970 Murchison Rd (Parcels 
63303, 62623, 67003, 62605, 8322, 9919, 66852, and 
9896) in Chatham County NC.

Substantial changes may be made following the public 
hearing due to verbal or written comments received or 
based on the Board’s discussions.

Notice to people with special needs: If you have an 
audio or visual impairment, unique accessibility 
requirements or need language assistance, please 
call the number listed below prior to the hearing and 
assistance may be provided.

If you have any questions or comments concerning 
these issues, please call the Chatham County Planning 
Department at 919-542-8204 or write to P.O. Box 54, 
Pittsboro N.C.  27312.

Please run in your paper:  March 21st and 28th, 2024 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 

The undersigned LEIGH ANN GALLUCCI, having 
quali�ed on the 6TH day of MARCH, 2024, as 
EXECUTOR of the Estate of CHARLES RICHARD 
MERWARTH, deceased, of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, does hereby notify all persons, �rms and 
corporations having claims against said Estate to 
exhibit them to the undersigned on or before the 12TH 
Day of JUNE, 2024., or this Notice will be pleaded in 
bar of their recovery.  All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate payment to the 
undersigned. This is the 14TH Day of MARCH, 2024.

LEIGH ANN GALLUCCI, EXECUTOR
PO BOX 1431
BLOWING ROCK, NC  28605

Run dates: M14,21,28,A4p

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 

The undersigned RONALD EARL HOGAN, having 
quali�ed on the 1ST day of MARCH, 2024, as 
EXECUTOR of the Estate of CLYDE ARNOLD HOGAN, 
deceased, of Chatham County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, �rms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 5TH Day of JUNE, 2024., 
or this Notice will be pleaded in bar of their recovery.  
All persons indebted to said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the undersigned. This is the 7TH 
Day of MARCH, 2024.

RONALD EARL JOHNSON, EXECUTOR
7313 CHATTERBIRD CT.
CHARLOTTE, NC  28226 

Run dates: M7,14,21,28p

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Chatham County Schools’ federal projects under Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015 are presently 
being developed.  Projects included:
 
Title I (Helping Disadvantaged Children Meet High 
Standards)
Title II (High Quality Teachers and Principals)
Title III (Language Acquisition)
Title IV A  (Student Support and Academic Enrichment)
McKinney-Vento (Homeless Education)
Migrant Education Program (MEP)
Career and Technical Education (CTE)
High school students can enroll, without cost, in college 
credit classes through the Career and College 
Promise program. This includes Career and Technical 
Education pathways of study. 
IDEA (Students with Disabilities)
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA-
Part B, Public Law 108.446) Project is presently 
being amended. The Project describes the special 
education programs that Chatham County Schools 
proposes for Federal funding for the 2024-2025 School 
Year. Interested persons are encouraged to review 
amendments to the Project and make comments 
concerning the implementation of special education 
under this Federal Program. All comments will be 
considered prior to submission of the amended Project 
to the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction in 
Raleigh, North Carolina
 
These projects describe the programs that Chatham 
County Schools proposes for federal funding for the 
2024-2025 school year.  Non-pro�t private schools 
and interested persons are encouraged to review these 
federal guidelines for the above listed projects and 
indicate their interest in participation in the projects if 
quali�ed. These projects are being developed during 
April and May and are due to the North Carolina 
Department of Public Instruction on June 30, 2024.  The 
initial Equitable Services for Private Schools meeting will 
be held on March 26, 2024, at 2:00 PM in person at the 
address listed below.  Interested parties are encouraged 
to contact the o�ce of Carol Little, Executive Director 
Federal Programs and School Improvement, at 
Chatham County Board of Education, P.O. Box 128, 468 
Renaissance Dr, Pittsboro, N.C.
 
Spanish Version below: NOTICIA PUBLICA
 
Los proyectos federales de las Escuelas del Condado 
Chatham bajo la Ley Cada Estudiante Triunfa (ESSA) de 
2015 están en proceso de plani�cación. Los proyectos 
incluidos son:
 
Título I (Ayuda a los niños desfavorecidos a alcanzar 
altos estándares)
Título II (Maestros y directores de alta calidad)
Título III (Adquisición del Lenguaje)
Título IV A (Apoyo al Estudiante y Enriquecimiento 
Académico)
McKinney-Vento (Educación para personas sin hogar)
Programa de Educación para Familias Migrantes (MEP, 
por sus siglas en Inglés)
Carreras y Educación Técnica (CTE, por sus siglas en 
Inglés)
Los estudiantes de preparatoria  pueden inscribirse, sin 
costo, en clases de créditos universitarios a través del 
programa Career and College Promise. .Esto incluye vías 
de estudio de Educación Técnica y Profesional.
IDEA (Estudiantes con Discapacidades)
Actualmente se encuentra en proceso de modi�cación 
el Proyecto de Ley de Educación para Personas con 
Discapacidad (IDEA-Parte B, Ley Pública 108.446). El 
Proyecto describe los programas de educación especial 
que las Escuelas del Condado Chatham proponen 
para �nanciamiento federal para el año escolar 2024-
2025. Se anima a las personas interesadas a revisar 
las enmiendas al Proyecto y hacer comentarios sobre 
la implementación de la educación especial bajo 
este Programa Federal. Todos los comentarios serán 
considerados antes de la presentación del Proyecto 
modi�cado al Departamento de Instrucción Pública de 
Carolina del Norte en Raleigh, Carolina del Norte.
 
Estos proyectos describen los programas que las 
Escuelas del Condado Chatham proponen para 
�nanciamiento federal para el año escolar 2024-2025. 
Se anima a las escuelas privadas sin �nes de lucro y a las 
personas interesadas a revisar estas pautas federales 
para los proyectos enumerados anteriormente e indicar 
su interés en participar en los proyectos si cali�can. 
Estos proyectos se están desarrollando durante 
abril y mayo y deben entregarse al Departamento de 
Instrucción Pública de Carolina del Norte el 30 de junio 
de 2024. La reunión inicial de Servicios Equitativos para 
Escuelas Privadas se llevará a cabo el 26 de marzo de 
2024 a las 2:00 PM, en persona en la dirección listada 
abajo. Se anima a las partes interesadas a comunicarse 
con la o�cina de Carol Little, Directora Ejecutiva de 
Programas Federales y Mejoramiento Escolar, en la 
Junta de Educación del Condado de Chatham, P. O. Box 
128, 468 Renaissance Dr, Pittsboro, N.C.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 

The undersigned ALEXIS COOKSLEY, having quali�ed 
on the 11TH day of MARCH, 2024, as EXECUTOR of 
the Estate of TRACY SCOTT COOKSLEY, deceased, of 
Chatham County, North Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, �rms and corporations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the undersigned on or 
before the 12TH Day of JUNE, 2024., or this Notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All persons indebted to 
said Estate will please make immediate payment to the 
undersigned. This is the 14TH Day of MARCH, 2024.

ALEXIS COOKSLEY, ADMINISTRATOR
324 HOLLY BRANCH DR.
HOLLY SPRINGS, NC  27540

Run dates: M14,21,28,A4p

NOTICE OF MEETING

OF THE CHATHAM COUNTY
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION AND REVIEW

Pursuant to N.C.G.S. 105-322 the Chatham County 
Board of Equalization and Review will meet as required 
by law. 
PURPOSE OF MEETING
To hear upon request, any and all taxpayers who own 
or control taxable property assessed for taxation in 
Chatham County, with respect to the valuation of such 
property or the property of others, to schedule hearings, 
and to ful�ll duties and responsibilities required by law.
.
TIME OF MEETINGS
The Board will convene Tuesday, April 2, 2024, at 9:00 
AM.  The meeting will be held at 127 Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Dr, Pittsboro NC. The Board will be open to 
receive appeals of value and will adjourn on April 23, 
2024, at 5:00 PM.  At that time the Board adjourns, no 
additional appeals can be accepted by the Board of 
Equalization and Review for tax year 2024.

Those individuals with written requests for hearings 
received prior to 5:00 PM on April 23, 2024, the 
advertised date for adjournment of the Board of 
Equalization and Review, will be noti�ed when and where 
to appear for their individual hearings.

In the event of earlier or later adjournment, notice to that 
e²ect will be published in this newspaper.

The schedule for the hearing of appeals timely �led will 
be posted at the O�ce of the Assessor, serving as Clerk 
to the Board of Equalization and Review.

All requests for hearings should be made in writing to:

Tax Administrator
PO Box 908
Pittsboro, NC  27312
Telephone (919) 545-8404
                                          

TAKE NOTICE



A10 Chatham News & Record for Thursday, March 21, 2024

Chatham 
announces 
‘6 over 60’ 
awardees

Chatham County Aging Services 
named its 2nd group of “6 over 60” Chatham 
adults who have provided lasting and 
ongoing contributions to the county. The 
six individuals chosen were nominated by 
the public and voted upon by a selection 
committee. Nominations are accepted on a 
rolling basis throughout the year.

The Rev. Dr. Carl Thompson Sr., Mary 
Nettles, George Greger-Holt, Marylou 
Mackintosh, Genevieve Megginson, and 
Diana Hales comprised the inaugural 
6 over 60 class from February 2023.

Congratulations to the 2024 awardees, 
listed  below with their biographies, as 
provided by Chatham County Aging Services.

Dennis Streets
Streets served 
as the director of 
the NC Division 
of Aging and 
Adult Services 
(DAAS) from 
2006-2014 before 
returning to his 

Chatham County home to assume 
leadership as the Executive Director 
of the Chatham County Council on 
Aging (now Chatham County Aging 
Services). Referred to as a “game 
changer” for the Council in nomination 
materials, Streets deftly guided the 
agency through the throes of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and led a sta� 
that successfully reimagined its 
core services during this challenging 
period. He retired in February 2023 
having helped lay the groundwork for 
the nonpro�t organization to transition 
into the Chatham County department 
it is today. Streets remains active on 
behalf of older adults in retirement, 
having served as co-chair of the 
North Carolina Institute of Medicine’s 
Healthy Aging Task Force. The group 
released a report in October 2023 
entitled “A Place to Thrive: Creating 
Opportunities to Age Well in North 
Carolina.”

Don Lein
Lein was 
instrumental in 
organizing the 
�rst edition of the 
Chatham County 
Senior Games. 
He remains a 
member of the 

planning committee and serves as an 
o�cial at the annual track and �eld 
event. Working alongside the group 
Active Chatham, Lein developed the 
Reindeer Run 5K that is held each 
December. Currently hosted by the 
Chatham County Partnership for 
Children, the event has expanded 
to roughly 600 participants and, 
at Lein’s urging, the course was 
measured and sanctioned by USA 
Track & Field, the national governing 
body for the sport. He was an original 
developer for the Boys and Girls Club 

in Siler City, serving as president 
of the organizing committee and 
following the requirements and 
fundraising needs of the national 
organization prior to opening the 
facility. In partnership with Chatham 
County Parks and Recreation, 
Lein instituted the Chatham Parks 
Foundation to raise money and 
develop parks within the county, 
expanding the number of parks 
within its borders. He has also served 
as a Meals on Wheels driver and a 
member of the Council on Aging’s 
Board of Directors.

Johnny Shaw
Shaw, who spent a 
30-year career as 
a teacher, coach, 
and administrator 
within Chatham 
County Schools, 
held a variety 
of roles during 

that time. He began as a seventh-
grade teacher, but saw his role 
evolve to that of dropout prevention 
coordinator at Pittsboro Elementary 
School, Horton Middle School, and 
Northwood High School. Among 
those roles was an assistant principal 
role at Horton. He also served as 
a driver education instructor, the 
director of adult night school at 
Central Carolina Community College 
and as the Director of Remediation 
for Chatham County Schools. His 
coaching responsibilities included 
football and girls basketball. 
Following retirement from the school 
system in 2003, Shaw started 
volunteering at the Council on Aging. 
This relationship that has spanned 
over two decades coincided with a 
marked evolution in the Council’s 
services, with Shaw helping to chart 
a course as a member of the Board 
of Directors. He was the Council’s 
�nal Board of Directors President, 
overseeing the agency’s transition to 
a Chatham County department.

Elaine Chiosso
Chiosso made her 
home in Chatham 
County in 1973 and 
has lived close to 
the Haw River ever 
since. Advocacy 
for the Haw River 
has served as her 

professional calling, becoming the 
�rst Executive Director of the Haw 
River Assembly in 1997. She was also 
the �rst Haw Riverkeeper from 2008-
2017. At the Haw River Assembly, 
Chiosso was a major stakeholder in 
the lengthy e�orts to get state rules 
passed to reduce nutrient pollution in 
Jordan Lake. In 2013, the Assembly 
was the �rst whistleblower on PFAS 
contamination in rivers. While 
researching PFAS concentrations in 
municipal sludge, UNC-Chapel Hill 
and Duke University recruited the 
Haw River Assembly to lead a public 
campaign on the matter. Chiosso 
helped negotiate the legal agreement 
with the city of Burlington to begin 
extensive repairs on their sewer 
collection system after a massive 
sewer spill in 2014. She was the co-
author of “Sludge In Our Waters,” 
a 2015 report that looks at PFAS 
and other contaminants that enter 
streams through routine biosolid 
sludge applications on Chatham 
agricultural land.

Paul Bauer
Bauer serves as an 
integral part of two 
Chatham County 
entities providing 
youth and older 
adult services. For 
over 10 years, he 
has worked to keep 

the county’s older adults safe in their 
homes through the Aging Services 
Minor Home Repair program. Serving 
as team lead, Bauer initiated team 
breakfasts to review work e�orts 
and communicate best practices. 
For 6 years, Bauer has served 
on the board of Communities In 
Schools of Chatham County and is 
active in promoting CISCC with its 

role in helping educate school-age 
children. For over a decade, Bauer 
has volunteered and participated 
in all levels of juvenile justice court 
diversion programs. These include 
Teen Court, Restorative Justice, 
Community Service and Restitution. 
He previously served as Chatham 
County’s Senior Teen Court Judge 
and was instrumental in developing 
and training youth as Teen Court 
Attorneys. Bauer worked extensively 
to coordinate trial court dates, 
conduct trials, set sentencing 
of youth o�enders and to help 
determine the best alternatives for 
community service and betterment 
seminars. Currently, Bauer is a key 
participant in moving juvenile justice 
e�orts more toward using restorative 
justice in Teen Court trials and using 
these techniques in Chatham County 
Schools.

Christine 
DeGra�enreidt

DeGra�enreidt, a 
participant at the 
Pittsboro Center 
for Active Living 
(formerly Eastern 
Chatham Senior 
Center) since 
its opening, has 

remained tirelessly involved in the life 
of the center. A Meals on Wheels driver 
for many years, DeGra�enreidt has 
also been a participant in Chatham 
County Senior Games since its launch. 
A devoted painter, arts and crafts 
enthusiast and �tness participant, 
DeGra�enreidt’s outreach to her 
community involves making plastic 
bag mattresses for the homeless – a 
project that continues to this day.

PHOTO COURTESY CHATHAM COUNTY AGING SERVICES

From left to right, the second “6 over 60” class consisted of Christine DeGra�enreidt, Dennis Streets, Don Lein, 
Paul Bauer, Elaine Chiosso and Johnny Shaw.

TAKE NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 

The undersigned, KIMBERLY YOUNG, 
having quali�ed on the 20TH day of 
FEBRUARY, 2024, as ADMINISTRATOR 
of the Estate of JENNIFER H. SIMONS, 
deceased, of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, does hereby notify all persons, 
�rms and corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 29TH Day of 
MAY, 2024., or this Notice will be pleaded in 
bar of their recovery.  All persons indebted 
to said Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned. This is the 
29TH Day of FEBRUARY, 2024.

KIMBERLY YOUNG, ADMINISTRATOR
82 COLEY CT.
PITTSBORO, NC  27312 

Run dates: F29,M7,14,21p

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 

The undersigned JUSTIN S. KING-
GAINES, having quali�ed on the 11TH day 
of MARCH, 2024, as EXECUTOR of the 
Estate of JOHN T. GAINES, SR., deceased, 
of Chatham County, North Carolina, 
does hereby notify all persons, �rms and 
corporations having claims against said 
Estate to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 19TH Day of JUNE, 2024., 
or this Notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery.  All persons indebted to 
said Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned. This is the 
21ST Day of MARCH, 2024.

JUSTIN S. KING-GAINES, EXECUTOR
PO BOX 203
GOLDSTON, NC 27252

Run dates: M21,28,A4,11p

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 

The undersigned TAWNYA C. SMITH, 
having quali�ed on the 8TH day of MARCH, 
2024, as EXECUTRIX of the Estate of 
ORA GERALDINE SMITH, deceased, of 
Chatham County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, �rms and 
corporations having claims against said 
Estate to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 19TH Day of JUNE, 2024., 
or this Notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery.  All persons indebted to 
said Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned. This is the 
21ST Day of MARCH, 2024.

TAWNYA C. SMITH, EXECUTRIX
7534 NC HWY 751
DURHAM, NC  27713
Run dates: M21,28,A4,11p

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 Chatham County 24-E-105

 Having quali�ed as Executrix of the Estate 
of James A. Swenberg aka James Arthur 
Swenberg, late of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, the undersigned does 
hereby notify all persons, �rms and 
corporations having claim against the 
estate of said decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned c/o Guido De Maere, P.A. 
at 100 Europa Drive, Suite 160, P.O. Box 
3591, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 on or before 
the 21st day of June, 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All 
persons, �rms and corporations indebted 
to said estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

 This the 21st day of March, 2024.

Heather Craft, Executrix of the Estate of 
James A. Swenberg aka James Arthur 
Swenberg

Attorney for the Estate:
Guido De Maere, P.A.
P.O. Box 3591 
Chapel Hill, NC 27515-3591

To be published: March 21, 28, April 4, 11, 
2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Chatham County 24-E-111

Having quali�ed as Executor of the Estate 
of Sandra Phillips Yaggy, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, �rms and 
corporations having claim against the 
estate of said decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned c/o Guido De Maere, P.A. 
at 100 Europa Drive, Suite 160, P.O. Box 
3591, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 on or before 
the 21st day of June, 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their recovery. All 
persons, �rms and corporations indebted 
to said estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This the 21st day of March, 2024.

Ross Edward Yaggy, Executor of the Estate 
of Sandra Phillips Yaggy

Attorney for the Estate:
Guido De Maere, P.A.
P.O. Box 3591
Chapel Hill, NC 27515-3591

To be published: March 21, 28, April 4, 11, 
2024



Shooting struggles, 
turnovers end Hawks’ 
season in regional 
nal

By Asheebo Rojas 
Chatham News & Record

WINSTON-SALEM — In a 
rematch of the 2023 girls 2A 
East regional �nal on March 
13, Seaforth fell short of re-
peating history.

In the Lawrence Joel Vet-
erans Memorial Coliseum, 
the No. 3 Hawks fell to No. 
1 North Pitt, 70-45, in the 
regional �nal one year after 
beating the Panthers in the 
same round.

Although junior Gab-
by White came out in at-
tack-mode, starting the game 
with an and-one on the �rst 
possession, Seaforth couldn’t 
�nd much o�ense outside of its 
focal guard. North Pitt played 
an aggressive, up-close style 
of man-to-man defense which 

didn’t allow Seaforth room to 
move the ball or shoot.

In the �rst half, sopho-
mores Katie Leonard and 
Jocelyn Gesner and junior 
Peyton Collins took the only 
shots outside of White, com-
bining for seven attempts and 
two makes. It was an unusu-
al o�ensive showing from the 
Hawks, who usually have two 
or three players playing a sig-
ni�cant role in the scoring 
column.

Head coach Charles Byrd 
didn’t believe the o�ensive 
struggles was the fault of 
playing in a larger arena.

“We got the shots we (want-
ed),” head coach Charles Byrd 
said. “Sometimes the ball just 
doesn’t fall in your favor.”

Turnovers also became an 
issue early on and throughout 
the game as the Panthers cre-
ated easy transition baskets 
with on-ball steals and inter-

The Jets have a big 
night at the 
plate, make history

By Asheebo Rojas 
Chatham News & Record

JOR DA N-M AT T HE WS 
made history while picking up 
an important conference win 
at Northwood Friday.

The Jets beat the Chargers, 
10-7, collecting their �rst win 
over Northwood since 2014, 
the last season in which the 
Jets swept its cross-county 
foe.

“It feels really good,” J-M 

head coach Will Felder said. 
“We got a great start on the 
mound. Defense was a little 
shaky, but we came through, 
made the plays that we really 
needed to and our guys real-
ly stepped up at the plate to-
night.”

J-M only connected for 
�ve hits in its �rst meeting 
with Northwood earlier in the 
week, which resulted in an 
11-4 loss. In the Mid-Caroli-
na 1A/2A conference rematch 
Friday, the Jets more than 
doubled that, recording 11 hits 
on the night.

Basketball and 
football great played 
at J-M from 1992-96

By Asheebo Rojas 
Chatham News & Record

J O R DA N –M A T T H E W S 
hired Reggie “Kermit” Carter as 
its new head football coach early 
last week.

Carter, a 1996 graduate of J-M, 
will return to the football �eld af-
ter being an assistant coach for 
the Jets from 2002-13. He is cur-
rently an assistant coach for the 
Jets’ boys basketball team, a role 
he will continue while coaching 
on the gridiron.

“I’m completely honored to 
have an opportunity to coach 
where I played at, have some suc-
cess while doing it and try to do 
the best and be a small piece of 
trying to get something turned 
around,” Carter said.

Carter was hired just weeks 
following the sudden �ring of 
former head coach Ryan Johnson 
in February. The Jets won three 
games in three seasons under 
Johnson, including an improved 

two-win season in 2023.
However, the Jets’ struggles 

on the football �eld didn’t start 
in that time frame. Jordan-Mat-
thews hasn’t had a winning sea-
son since 2011, leaving Carter a 
program that’s starving for better 
days.

“I saw the teams in the 80s and 
the early 90s, and they had dou-
ble-digit winning seasons consec-
utively,” Carter said. “(Football) is 
a big part of the community, and 
I’m just trying to do my part to 
get that back in place.”

Carter was a part of J-M’s 
brighter times as a student-ath-
lete. He was a dual-sport star for 
the Jets’ basketball and football 
teams, and he still holds the pro-
gram’s touchdown record from 
his days as a tight end.

Being new to the head coach-
ing position, he still needs to eval-
uate his personnel to determine 
exactly what the team’s schematic 
identity will be, but Carter knows 
he wants his team to play hard 
and to be able to establish a solid 
run game.

Another important aspect he 
will hope to instill in his group is 
discipline.

In an interview with the Cha-
tham News and Record, Carter 
recalled a memory that stuck 
with him from the 1995 season. 
Then assistant coach John Phil-
lips caused the Jets to arrive late 
to the pregame before a state 
semi�nal while trying to get to 
the bottom of a conduct issue 
with some of the players.

Prioritizing the issue and the 
discipline of the players ahead 
of winning the playo� game may 
have resulted in the loss accord-
ing to Carter, but it was an action 
he plans to reference as the cur-
rent football coach.

“That’s what I want to instill,” 
Carter said. “Being respectful, be-
ing a good teammate and class-
mate around the school, the com-
munity. That’s all I want to do.”

Said Carter, “I’m not trying to 
reinvent the wheel. I’m just trying 
to take the little bit I know and 
apply it to the kids because at the 
end of the day, it’s going to be up 
to the kids to get it done, and my 
job is to instill in them toughness, 
being respectful and fundamen-
tals. I think if you do those things, 
a lot of stu� will take care of it-
self.”

See SEAFORTH, page B5

See BASEBALL, page B5

Jordan-Matthews hires Reggie 
‘Kermit’ Carter as head football coach

PJ WARD-BROWN / NORTH STATE JOURNAL

Seaforth’s Katie Leonard shoots the ball against North Pitt during the 2A East Regional Finals.

Seaforth girls 
lose to North Pitt 
in regional �nal

Jordan-Matthews 
beats Northwood for 
�rst time since 2014

ASHEEBO ROJAS / CHATHAM NEWS & RECORD

Kermit Carter (4) went from having his basketball number retired in February to coaching his 
alma mater in football in March.

CHATHAM SPORTS
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Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232

ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy
Licensed and Insured

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service
Located in Siler City

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments
C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com

John Hayes, Jr • 919-548-0474

JHJ Painting & Power Washing

“We Specialize in All Your Painting & 
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair • Window Washing & Install
Carpentry • Door Install • Other Small Repairs

AT YOUR

Local Service Directory

By Asheebo Rojas 
Chatham News & Record

TWO Jordan-Matthews 
athletes signed to play their 
respective sports at the college 
level last week.

Senior shortstop Ian Mc-
Millan signed on March 12 to 
Brunswick Community Col-
lege in Bolivia, North Caroli-
na to play baseball. McMillan 
is currently in his fourth year 
with the Jets.

During his career, McMil-
lan has been considered as 
one of the best players in the 
Mid-Carolina 1A/2A con-
ference as he was named the 
2023 conference player of 
the year and earned multiple 
all-conference selections. In 
his POY season, McMillan re-
corded a .485 batting average, 
33 hits, and 14 RBIs while also 
recording 31 put outs and 35 
assists.

“It feels good knowing that 

I’ll get to play after high school 
and continue playing the sport 
I love,” McMillan said. “It re-
leases a lot of stress. I really 
stressed over it my �rst years 
of high school.”

Following McMillan’s sign-
ing, J-M senior Aaron Seitz 
signed on March 13 to Guilford 
College in Greensboro, North 
Carolina to play football.

Seitz played three seasons 
with the Jets, playing as a line-
man on both sides of the ball. 
He’ll play on the o�ensive line 
with the Quakers.

“(It) feels great, for real,” 
Seitz said. “I’ve been dream-
ing for this day since I was 6. 
I wanted to play at the next 
level, and I made it happen 
thanks to God.”

Seitz said he chose Guilford 
because the coaches made him 
“feel like home” on his indi-
vidual tour. He plans to study 
cybersecurity and criminal 
science.

J-M athletes 
sign to play 
college sports

Central Electric 
sponsoring two youth to 
attend basketball camp
Central Electric awards two Touchstone Energy 
Sports Camp Scholarships annually to local 
students in Chatham, Harnett, Lee, Moore, or 
Randolph counties. A young man will be selected 
to attend the Carolina Basketball School at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 
a young woman will be selected to attend the 
Wolfpack Women’s Basketball Camp at N.C. State 
University in Raleigh.

To be eligible to apply, the student must be in the sixth or seventh grade during the 
upcoming school year, have permission from a parent or guardian to attend the 
overnight camp and must provide their own transportation if selected to attend.

Scan the QR code or visit CEMCPower.com for more information or to apply.   
�e deadline for applications to both camps is March 31. 

ASHEEBO ROJAS / CHATHAM NEWS & RECORD

Jordan-Matthews senior Ian McMillan will play shortstop 
for Brunswick Community College next year.
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Amelia 
Cherry

Woods Charter, 
girls’ soccer

Woods Charter’s Amelia 
Cherry earns athlete of the 
week honors for the week of 
March 11.

Cherry, a sophomore on 
the Wolves’ girls soccer 
team, scored �ve goals to 
lead Woods Charter to a 15-1 
victory over Chatham Charter 
on March 13.

In the Wolves’ �rst six games 
of the 2024 season, Cherry 
scored a team-high 12 goals.

ASHEEBO ROJAS  FOR CHATHAM NEWS & RECORD

Central Electric 
sponsoring two youth to 
attend basketball camp
Central Electric awards two Touchstone Energy 
Sports Camp Scholarships annually to local 
students in Chatham, Harnett, Lee, Moore, or 
Randolph counties. A young man will be selected 
to attend the Carolina Basketball School at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 
a young woman will be selected to attend the 
Wolfpack Women’s Basketball Camp at N.C. State 
University in Raleigh.

To be eligible to apply, the student must be in the sixth or seventh grade during the 
upcoming school year, have permission from a parent or guardian to attend the 
overnight camp and must provide their own transportation if selected to attend.

Scan the QR code or visit CEMCPower.com for more information or to apply.   
�e deadline for applications to both camps is March 31. 

By Asheebo Rojas 
Chatham News & Record

Baseball

Seaforth went undefeated 
during the week, beating East-
ern Randolph, 3-0, on March 
13 and Chapel Hill, 5-4, in eight 
innings Thursday.

Northwood started the week 
with an 11-4 win over Jor-
dan-Matthews on March 12, but 
the Chargers fell to Orange the 
next day, 5-0.

Jordan-Matthews evened the 
series with Northwood Friday, 
beating the Chargers, 10-7. Be-
fore that, the Jets lost to Cedar 
Ridge on March 13, 15-5.

Chatham Central split the 
week, losing to Bartlett Yancey, 
14-4, on March 12 and winning 
over Southeast Alamance the 
next day, 12-1.

Chatham Charter picked 
up three wins in a row, beating 
River Mill, 17-1, The Burlington 
School, 6-4, and Clover Garden 
School, 9-3. In the three wins, 
senior Aidan Allred combined 
for eight hits, eight RBIs and two 
home runs.

Softball

Northwood had a good week, 
starting with an 8-4 win over 
Seaforth on March 12. The 
Chargers lost to Caper Fear, 11-
0, Thursday, but they bounced 
back with a 15-0 win over Gra-
ham Friday. Senior Giselle Fal-
las led the team with two hits, 
six RBIs and a home run against 
the Red Devils. Northwood beat 
Terry Sanford, 10-0, Monday.

Chatham Central continued 
to roll with a 16-0 win over Gra-
ham on March 12 and a 6-0 win 
over Lee County the next day. 
Sophomore Sallie Oldham led 
the team with three hits, �ve 
RBIs and a home run to open 
the week against the Red Devils. 
The Bears picked up their �rst 
loss of the season Monday, fall-
ing to Western Harnett, 11-1.

Jordan-Matthews grew its 
winning streak to four games 
with a 16-5 win over South-
east Alamance and a 2-0 win 
over Eastern Randolph, but the 
streak ended Friday with a 13-3 
loss to Southern Alamance.

Seaforth lost three games 
during the week, adding to the 
Northwood loss with a 12-2 de-
feat to Cedar Ridge on March 13 
and a 12-5 loss to North Moore 
Friday. The Hawks also lost to 
Apex Friendship, 15-6, Monday.

Chatham Charter opened its 
season with three wins, dom-
inating River Mill, 21-0, on 
March 12. Pitchers Allie Mcleod 
and Cassie McKeithan only gave 
up two hits combined to the 
Jaguars. The Knights needed 
nine innings to beat Providence 
Grove on March 13, 7-6, and 
they beat Clover Garden School, 
5-2, Friday. Chatham Charter 
beat Providence Grove again 

Monday, 8-7.

Girls’ Soccer

Woods Charter won its fourth 
game in a row, beating Chatham 
Charter, 15-1, on March 13. The 
Wolves beat Research Triangle 
Monday, 9-0.

Seaforth beat Graham, 9-0, 
on March 13. Sophomore So�a 
Viana scored four goals and re-
corded three assists in the win.

Northwood split the week, 
beating Southeast Alamance, 
7-1, on March 13 and losing to 
Lee County, 7-0, the next day.

Jordan-Matthews lost to 
Asheboro on March 12, 2-1.

Chatham Charter beat Trian-
gle Math and Science Monday, 
6-3.

Boys’ Lacrosse

Seaforth beat Western Ala-
mance on March 12, 13-8, but 
lost to Chapel Hill the next day, 
7-3. The Hawks won over South-
ern Alamance Friday, 11-4. Ju-
nior Cameron Exley combined 
for 11 goals in the two wins.

Northwood won big over 
Eastern Alamance, 16-3, and it 
beat Western Alamance, 10-7. 
The Chargers lost to Croatan, 
14-2, Saturday.

Girls’ Lacrosse

Northwood lost twice during 
the week, losing to Chapel Hill, 
22-1, on March 13 and Leesville 
Road, 14-11 the next day.

Boys’ Tennis

Seaforth beat North Moore 
on March 13, 9-0. The Hawks 
beat Jordan-Matthews, 9-0, 
Monday.

Chatham Charter lost to 
Burlington Christian Academy 
Thursday, 8-1. The Knights lost 
to Triangle Math and Science, 
9-0, Monday.

Boys’ Volleyball

Jordan-Matthews beat As-
cend Leadership on March 13 in 
straight sets.

Track and Field

Chatham County’s �rst place 
�nishers from track meets 
throughout the week:

Asheboro Home Meet 
(Thursday)

Boys 100 meter dash (Lucas 
Smith, Chatham Charter, 11.24 
seconds); Boys 200 meter dash 
(Lucas Smith, Chatham Char-
ter, 22.54); Boys 400 meter dash 
(Lucas Smith, Chatham Charter, 
50.14); Boys 800 meter run (Tor-
ris Price, Chatham Charter, 2 
minutes, 19 seconds); Girls 200 
meter dash (Hannah Headen, 
Chatham Charter, 27.74); Girls 
800 meter run (Samantha Scott, 

Chatham Charter, 2:39)

Southeast Alamance Meet 
(March 13)

Boys 800 meter run (Nathan 
Smith, Seaforth, 2:08); Boys 
1600 meter run (Will Cuicchi, 
Seaforth, 4:41.90); Boys 110 me-
ter hurdles (Asher Aldridge, Sea-
forth, 15.74); Boys 4x800 meter 
relay (Seaforth, 9:01.90); Boys 
pole vault (Ryan Yoder, Seaforth, 
12 feet); Girls 800 meter run (Ju-
lia Hall, Northwood, 2:35.50); 
Girls 1600 meter run (Sydney 
Gray, Northwood, 5:54.00); 
Girls 3200 meter run (Caidence 
Bazemore, Seaforth, 13:00.00); 
Girls 4x400 meter relay (Sea-
forth, 4:56.50); Girls high jump 
(Brenne Sovereign, 4-00.00); 
Girls pole vault (Laney Bobo, 
Northwood, 9-00.00)

North Moore Home Meet 
(March 13)

Boys 100 meter dash (Omar 
Brower, Chatham Central, 
11.34); Boys 200 meter dash 
(Elijah Hughes, Jordan-Mat-
thews, 23.84); Boys 400 meter 
dash (Javonte Johnson, Cha-
tham Central, 59.84); Boys 800 
meter run (Marvin Herrea, Jor-
dan-Matthews, 2:32.00); Boys 
1600 meter run (Christian Gar-
cia Torres, Jordan-Matthews, 
4:52.50); Boys 3200 meter run 
(Christian Garcia Torres, Jor-
dan-Matthews, 10:46.00); Boys 
4x100 meter relay (Jordan-Mat-
thews, 45.94); Boys 4x200 me-
ter relay (Jordan-Matthews, 
1:37.40); Boys 4x400 meter relay 
(Jordan-Matthews, 3:53.00); 
Boys 4x800 meter relay (Jor-
dan-Matthews, 9:54.30); Boys 
high jump (Brennen Oldham, 
Jordan-Matthews, 5-10.00); 
Boys long jump (Devonte John-
son, Chatham Central, 19-
06.00); Boys triple jump (Bren-
nen Oldham, Jordan-Matthews, 
40-01.00); Girls 100 meter dash 
(Saniya White, Jordan-Mat-
thews, 13.74); Girls 200 meter 
dash (Rachael Woods, Jor-
dan-Matthews, 27.24); Girls 
400 meter dash (Addison Over-
man, Chatham Central, 1:11.74); 
Girls 800 meter run (Athena 
Dispennette, Jordan-Mat-
thews, 2:54.00); Girls 100 meter 
hurdles (Ariana Harris, Jor-
dan-Matthews, 19.44); Girls 300 
meter hurdles (Cassidy Deshazo, 
Jordan-Matthews, 53.24); Girls 
4x100 meter relay (Jordan-Mat-
thews, 53.44); Girls 4x200 me-
ter relay (Jordan-Matthews, 
2:03.10); Girls 4x400 meter re-
lay (Jordan-Matthews, 5:07.00); 
Girls 4x800 meter relay (Jor-
dan-Matthews, 13:36.10); Girls 
high jump (Hannah Dixon, Jor-
dan-Matthews, 4-04.00); Girls 
long jump (Rachael Woods, Jor-
dan-Matthews, 16-02.00); Girls 
triple jump (Rachael Woods, 
Jordan-Matthews, 33-07.00); 
Girls discus (Hallie Webster, 
Chatham Central, 66-07.00); 
Girls shot put (Mattie Caviness, 
Chatham Central, 28-01.00)

Chatham Charter softball and 
baseball continue hot starts
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Former Tar Heel had 
70-92 record in 5 seasons

By Teresa M. Walker
Thr Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn.  — 
Vanderbilt 	red coach Jerry 
Stackhouse on Thursday after 
a big drop-o� in his 	fth sea-
son with the Commodores, go-
ing 9-23 with fans showing 
their apathy by staying away 
from historic Memorial Gym.

Athletic director Candice 
Lee said in a statement that 
Vanderbilt and Stackhouse, 
who signed a contract exten-
sion in October 2022, agreed 
to part ways. He leaves with a 
70-92 record at Vanderbilt, in-
cluding 28-60 in the South-
eastern Conference.

“Commodore Nation will 
always remember the ‘Me-
morial Magic’ moments we 
experienced under Coach 
Stackhouse’s leadership,” Lee 
said. “Given his pedigree, ex-
perience, and love of the game, 
I look forward to seeing what’s 
next for him.”

Stackhouse and Vanderbilt 
appeared poised to keep build-
ing after going from 19-17 to a 
22-15 record. The Commodores 
reached the Southeastern Con-
ference Tournament semi	nals 
last year, then reached the NIT 
quarter	nals before losing on 
their home court to UAB.

Stackhouse thanked Van-
derbilt for the opportunity in 
the university’s release Thurs-
day. But the decision had only 
been a matter of time.

“All that matters is the re-

sults, and the results weren’t 
what they were supposed to 
be,” Stackhouse said after 
Wednesday night’s opening 
loss in the SEC Tournament. 
“The NCAA Tournament is the 
ultimate goal, and we haven’t 
done that. I haven’t done that. 
No matter what, those results 
are those results.”

The Commodores started 
this season with a home loss to 
Presbyterian before going 5-8 
in nonconference play. They 
	nished with a 4-14 record in 
SEC play to 	nish 13th out of 
14 teams before the league ex-
pands by adding Texas and 
Oklahoma this summer.

Worse, attendance topped 
10,000 at Memorial Gym only 
twice all season with Tennes-
see and Kentucky fans help-
ing 	ll the building. Vanderbilt 

averaged 6,785 spectators per 
game this season. Vanderbilt 
currently is building new bas-
ketball o�ces and a practice 
gym for the men’s program.

Stackhouse replaced Bryce 
Drew for the 2019-20 sea-
son when he was hired away 
in April 2019 by then-Vander-
bilt athletic director Malcolm 
Turner from the NBA, where 
he was an assistant with the 
Memphis Grizzlies.

The new coach took over a 
program that went 0-18 in SEC 
play, leading to Drew’s 	ring. 
Under Stackhouse, Vanderbilt 
was the only SEC team to im-
prove its NET ranking in three 
seasons spanning the pandem-
ic starting in his 	rst year on 
the job.

Stackhouse dealt with in-
juries throughout this season, 

starting 15 di�erent lineups. 
That made Vanderbilt one of 
seven teams in the country to 
start that many lineups. Stack-
house had four sophomores 
and 	ve freshmen on a team 
led by 	fth-year guard Ezra 
Manjon and senior guard Tyr-
in Lawrence.

Vanderbilt lost its 	rst sev-
en SEC games before beating 
Missouri, which went winless 
in league play. The Commo-
dores beat Texas A&M, LSU 
and got their lone road win at 
Arkansas before wrapping up 
the regular season by edging 
Florida.

But the Commodores blew a 
14-point halftime lead to open 
this year’s SEC Tournament 
and lost the rematch with Ar-
kansas 90-85 Wednesday 
night.

Vanderbilt �res coach Jerry Stackhouse

Former 
Vanderbilt 
head coach 

Jerry 
Stackhouse 

reacts on 
the sideline 

during an SEC 
Tournament 

game against 
Arkansas. 

Stackhouse 
was �red after 

Vanderbilt 
lost. 



B5Chatham News & Record for Thursday, March 21, 2024

cepted passes. A few break-
away layups in the �rst quarter 
helped North Pitt build a 17-12 
lead by the end of the period.

And, outside of what Seaforth 
was doing to hurt itself, North 
Pitt had senior guard and N.C. 
State commit Zamareya Jones 
to help open the �ood gates in 
its favor.

Jones caught �re from in-
side and outside, scoring 17 �rst 
half points with three made 
three-pointers. North Pitt 
freshman Jordan Speller also 
stepped up in a huge way, mak-
ing all six of her shot attempts 
for 12 points to push the Pan-
thers to a 34-22 lead at half-
time.

To start the second half, 

White picked up three quick 
fouls, forcing her to miss some 
time in the third quarter.

Jones picked up where she left 
o�, scoring nine third quarter 
points. She hit a couple of more 
threes and her �rst free throws 
of the evening to put the game 
away with White on the bench.

Heading into the �nal quar-
ter, North Pitt held a 53-34 lead 
and cruised to victory, clinching 
their spot in the 2A state �nal. 
The Panthers �nished the game 
with 20 points o� turnovers, 
and Jones ended her night with 
29 points.

As for Seaforth, their quest to 
avenge last year’s state champi-
onship loss ended early despite 
a 30-point, 11-rebound perfor-
mance from White.

“I’m super proud of my girls,” 

Byrd said. “The girls worked re-
ally hard to get to this point of 
the season.”

After �nishing with a 28-4 
overall record, Seaforth is los-
ing only one starter in senior 
Hannah Ajayi and one anoth-
er senior, Jenna Thompson, to 
graduation. Returning key piec-
es such as Leonard, Collins and 
White, who named herself one 
of the best guards in the country 
in the postgame press confer-
ence, the Hawks are con�dent 
that there’s more to come from 
the young program.

“We’ll be back,” White said. 
“I’m fully con�dent we’ll be back, 
win the regionals, win state. We 
just have to keep working hard, 
(stick) to the game plan, do what 
coach tells us to do, and we’ll be 
back surely.”

SEAFORTH  from page B1

BASEBALL  from page B1

PJ WARD-BROWN / NORTH STATE JOURNAL

Seaforth’s Katie Leonard shoots the ball against North Pitt 
during the 2A East Regional Finals.

Facing Northwood fresh-
man pitcher Finn Sullivan on 
the mound, J-M’s hitters got 
going in the opening inning. 
Immediately after senior Ian 
McMillan opened the game 
with a �yout, junior Eduar-
do Gutierrez singled to right 
�eld. Sophomore Landon 
Moser followed that with a 
double to send Gutierrez to 
third base.

Gutierrez safely made 
it home after Northwood’s 
catcher mishandled a pitch 
during senior Kelton Fuquay’s 
at-bat. Fuquay did even more 
damage by also singling to 
send Moser home for a 2-0 
lead.

The Jets held on to that ad-
vantage until the bottom of 
the second inning, in which 
Northwood’s bats started to 
come alive.

Freshman Josh Johnson 
singled a pitch from junior 
Quinn Woolford to left �eld, 
and two at-bats later, soph-
omore Dylan Perry brought 
him home with a triple.

With two outs, Sullivan 
stepped up to the plate, and 
a pitch mishandled by J-M’s 
catcher this time brought 
Perry home for the tying run. 
Shortly after, Sullivan sent a 
pitch deep to center �eld as 
the ball hit the fence before 
bouncing back into play.

While Sullivan rounded 
third base, an errant throw 
from the short stop to the 
third baseman sent the ball 
into the Northwood dugout, 
allowing Sullivan to easily 
score a run and give the Char-
gers a 3-2 lead.

But, that was short lived 
as the Jets got it right back, 
and then some, in the top of 
the third inning. Following 
two allowed doubles and two 
strikeouts by Sullivan, the 
Chargers were still in good 
shape with the game tied at 
three runs a-piece. Yet, two 
straight walks loaded the bas-
es for the Jets with the top of 
their batting lineup quickly 
approaching.

Senior Neil Wiley singled 
to bring in two runners and 
regain a 5-3 lead for J-M. 
But, McMillan, the lead-o� 
hitter, took it further in the 
very next at-bat by taking the 
�rst pitch for a double to left 
�eld, sending Wiley and se-
nior Payton White home.

Northwood had to change 
its pitcher to senior Jake 

Leighton after Sullivan hit 
Gutierrez by a pitch in the 
next at-bat, but the Jets kept 
going, ending the inning with 
a 9-3 lead.

“That saying that hitting is 
contagious, I mean you could 
see it right there,” McMillian 
said about the third inning. 
“It was just hit after hit and 
the momentum just kept go-
ing. Everybody was just hav-
ing great at-bats and putting 
the ball in play, and great 
things happen when you do 
that.”

Northwood slowly chipped 
away at the lead in the fol-
lowing innings, getting it 
down to a three-run game 
in the bottom of the fourth 
after another Sullivan hit 
brought in a runner. In the 
next three at-bats, Woolford 
was faced with three straight 
3-2 counts, coming away with 
two strikeouts to help hold 
the Chargers at bay.

With freshman pitcher 
Gavin Davis taking over for 
Woolford in the bottom of the 
sixth inning, Northwood got 
one more run to cut the de�-
cit to just two.

J-M stretched its run total 
to 10 with zero outs in the top 
of the seventh after a bunt 
from Fuquay sent Gutierrez 
home. But, following an in-
tentional walk for Woolford 
in the next at-bat, things 
went left fast.

With bases loaded, a short 
hit from junior Jake Bowden 
got a runner out at home, but 
Moser, coming from second 
base, still rounded third base, 
getting himself caught in a 
pickle. Northwood got him 
out, too, and then immedi-
ately sent the ball over to put 
out Woolford, who also found 
himself in between bases 
during the wild play.

“Probably one of the wild-
est base running blunders I’ve 
seen in a long time,” Felder 
said. “We’re going to correct 
that.”

A worst case scenario for 
the Jets set up a potential 
game-winning inning for the 
Chargers. It was up to Davis, 
the freshman on the mound, 
to put Northwood away, but it 
turned out that he didn’t even 
have to complete a strikeout.

The Jets picked up two 
quick outs with a pop up 
caught by Fuquay and a �yout 
caught by Woolford. After a 
subsequent 3-2 count result-
ed in a walk, one more �yout 
put the game to rest.

ASHEEBO ROJAS / CHATHAM NEWS & RECORD

Shortstop Ian McMillan (2) and pitcher Quinn Woolford 
(27) helped lead Jordan-Matthews past Northwood for the 
�rst time in a decade.



B6
Chatham News & Record for Thursday, March 21, 2024 Chatham News & Record for Thursday, March 21, 2024

Green paint was sprayed 
across a wall behind the 
tree, replicating the tree’s 
missing leaves

By Jill Lawless
The Associated Press

LONDON — A new Banksy 
mural drew crowds to a London 
street on Monday, even before 
the elusive gra�ti artist con-
�rmed that the work was his.

The artwork in the Finsbury 
Park neighborhood covers the 
wall of a four-story residential 
building and shows a small �g-
ure holding a pressure hose be-
side a large cherry tree. Green 
paint has been sprayed across 
the wall, replicating the absent 
leaves of the tree, which has been 
severely pruned in a technique 
known as pollarding.

Banksy claimed the work by 
posting before and after photos 
of the location on his o�cial Ins-
tagram account.

The new attraction drew a 
stream of onlookers who took 
photos and snapped sel�es. 
Many discerned an environmen-

tal message in the vibrant green 
artwork, which appeared on 
Sunday — St. Patrick’s Day.

“The tree looks very sad 
without branches and without 
greenery,” said Pura Lawler, on 
her way to a gym class. She felt 
Banksy was saying something 
about “destroying the forests, de-
stroying the greenery.”

Banksy, who has never con-
�rmed his full identity, began 
his career spray-painting build-
ings in Bristol, England, and has 
become one of the world’s best-
known artists.

His mischievous and often sa-
tirical images include two police-
men kissing, armed riot police 
with yellow smiley faces, and a 
chimpanzee with a sign bearing 
the words, “Laugh now, but one 
day I’ll be in charge.”

Banksy’s work has sold for 
millions of dollars at auction, and 
past murals on outdoor sites have 
often been stolen or removed by 
building owners soon after going 
up. In December, after Banksy 
stenciled military drones on a 
stop sign in south London, a 
man was photographed taking 
down the sign with bolt cutters. 
Police later arrested two men on 
suspicion of theft and criminal 
damage.

The latest work would be 
harder to take down since the 
piece relies on the tree for its im-
pact.

“It’s good to see it before it gets 
vandalized,” said Geo� Gard-
ner, who stopped by on his way 
to work. “I suppose if someone 
comes and sprays red paint over 
it, you could call that art as well.”

Alex Georgiou, whose compa-
ny owns the building, said “it’s 
quite mad to be honest, to come 
down here and just to see all the 
crowds of people looking at the 
building.”

“I de�nitely plan on keeping it 
on there and letting people enjoy 
it,” he said. “Everyone’s loving it, 
which is great.”

entertainment

Many discerned an 
environmental message in 
the vibrant green artwork, 
which appeared on St. 
Patrick’s Day.
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Banksy mural sprouts beside 
cropped tree in London
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entertainment
• Prescription ready in Minutes.

• Walk In Immunization.
• Most Insurances accepted.

• Best Cash/discounted  prices in the town.
• Free Medication Adherence packs 

and Pill Packs.

(919) 533-6901  |  630 East St #13, Pittsboro, NC 27312   
pittsboropharmacy.com

- Free Delivery in and around Pittsboro -   

Why choose us?

Get in touch!

www

chathamnewsrecord.com
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solutions

Connolly has 11 years of experience in the insurance 
industry & can assist you with your auto, home, 

business & life insurance needs.
She proudly serves the Pittsboro community as 

a Chatham Chamber Ambassador, Chatham YMCA 
board member, and President-Elect of the 

Pittsboro Rotary Club. 

60 Mosiac Blvd., Ste. 130, Pittsboro
919-726-3003 • HC1935.com

CONNOLLY WALKER
Sales & Marketing Agent
connolly@HC1935.com

Chatham’s Best Values 
for Insurance

An Independent Agency Representing 

LOTS of choices
LOTS of styles

*Must set up Auto Draft for 2nd Month. 
Offer valid through February 1st 2024.

In 2003, Saddam 
was given 48 hours 
to leave Iraq

The Associated Press

MARCH 14

1794: Eli Whitney received 
a patent for his cotton gin, an 
invention that revolutionized 
America’s cotton industry.

1879: Albert Einstein, who 
would revolutionize physics and 
the human understanding of the 
universe, was born in Ulm, Ger-
many.

1939: The republic of Czecho-
slovakia was dissolved, opening 
the way for Nazi occupation of 
Czech areas and the separation 
of Slovakia.

2018: Stephen Hawking died 
at his home in Cambridge, En-
gland, at the age of 76.

MARCH 15

44 B.C.: Roman dictator Ju-
lius Caesar was assassinated by 
a group of nobles that included 

Brutus and Cassius.
1917: Czar Nicholas II ab-

dicated in favor of his brother, 
Grand Duke Mikhail Alexan-
drovich, who declined the crown, 
marking the end of imperial rule 
in Russia.

1919: members of the Amer-
ican Expeditionary Force from 
World War I convened in Paris 
for a three-day meeting to found 
the American Legion.

1972: “The Godfather” pre-
miered in New York.

MARCH 16

1802: President Thomas Jef-
ferson signed a measure autho-
rizing the establishment of the 
U.S. Military Academy.

1935: Adolf Hitler decided to 
break the military terms set by 
the Treaty of Versailles by order-
ing the rearming of Germany.

1945: American forces de-
clared they had secured Iwo 
Jima, although pockets of Japa-
nese resistance remained.

1968: The My Lai massacre 
took place during the Vietnam 
War as U.S. Army soldiers hunt-

ing for Viet Cong �ghters and 
sympathizers killed unarmed 
villagers.

2014: Crimeans voted to 
leave Ukraine and join Russia, 
overwhelmingly approving a ref-
erendum that sought to unite the 
strategically important Black 
Sea region with the country it 
was part of for some 250 years.

MARCH 17

1762: New York held its �rst 

St. Patrick’s Day parade.
1776: The Revolutionary 

War Siege of Boston ended as 
British forces evacuated the 
city.

1969: Golda Meir took pow-
er in Israel, beginning a stint 
as prime minister that would 
last through �ve crucial years 
in the nation’s history.

2003: President George W. 
Bush gave Saddam Hussein 48 
hours to leave his country.

MARCH 18

1766: Britain repealed the 
Stamp Act of 1765.

1922: Mohandas K. Gandhi 
was sentenced in India to six 
years’ imprisonment for civ-
il disobedience. (He was re-
leased after serving two years.)

1965: The �rst spacewalk 
took place as Soviet cosmonaut 
Alexei Leonov went outside his 
Voskhod 2 capsule, secured by 
a tether.

1974: Most of the Arab 
oil-producing nations ended 
their 5-month-old embargo 
against the United States that 
had been sparked by American 
support for Israel in the Yom 
Kippur War.

2018: A self-driving Uber 
SUV struck and killed a pedes-
trian in suburban Phoenix in 
the �rst death involving a fully 
autonomous test vehicle.

Crimeans vote to leave Ukraine, 
Albert Einstein is born

By Frank Bajak
The Associated Press

IN THE AFTERMATH of the 
9/11 terror attacks, former nation-
al security advisor John Poindex-
ter launched Total Information 
Awareness, intent on preventing 
future assaults on the homeland 
by amassing extensive databases 
on people and their movements.

The Pentagon program had 
a creepy eye-surveilling-the-
globe-from-a-pyramid logo and 
was roundly rejected by civil lib-
ertarians as Orwellian overkill. 
Adm. Poindexter, an Iran-Con-
tra conspirator, was skewered by 
late-night talk show hosts and 
Congressional resistance moved 
to defund it.

Except TIA wasn’t DOA. Not 
by a longshot.

The data collection that Poin-
dexter envisioned instead went 
underground, with code names 
such as “Basketball” and classi-
�ed budgets. How private Belt-
way contractors grew what has 
become a secretive surveillance 
regime is exposed in disturbing 
detail by journalist Byron Tau in 
his �rst book, “Means of Control.” 
In the absence of a federal priva-
cy law, the U.S. national security 
establishment has used com-

mercially available data to craft a 
creeping panopticon.

As a Wall Street Journal re-
porter, Tau broke important sto-
ries on how the shadowy U.S. 
data collection and brokering in-
dustry has been indirectly — and 
legally, it seems — eavesdropping 
on tens of millions of Americans 
and foreigners in the service of 
U.S. military, intelligence and 
homeland security.

“In China, the state wants you 
to know you’re being watched. In 
America, the success lies in the 
secrecy,” he writes. “The govern-
ment does not want you to notice 
the proliferation of license plate 
readers. It does not want citizens 
to understand that mobile phones 
are a surveillance system... that 
social media is being eaves-
dropped on.”

“Means of Control” traces Tau’s 
e�orts to cut through thickets 
of secrecy to show how di�erent 
kinds of data became available 
for purchase by the U.S. govern-
ment post-9/11, how what author 
Shoshana Zubo� termed “surveil-
lance capitalism” — the vacuum-
ing up of personal data by Face-
book, Google and others to feed 
the online ad market — stoked 
a thriving, under-the-radar ba-
zaar of businesses selling data on 

people’s habits, predilections and, 
importantly for soldiers and spies, 
physical movements.

“I’ve spent years trying to un-
ravel this world — a funhouse of 
mirrors draped in nondisclosure 
agreements, corporate trade se-
crets, needlessly classi�ed con-
tracts, misleading denials, and 
in some cases outright lies,” he 
writes.

Unlike Edward Snowden, the 
former National Security Agency 

worker whose 2013 data dump 
sounded piercing alarms on U.S. 
government surveillance, Tau 
is an outsider. So he is often sty-
mied. But he is not alone in this 
work, and generously credits his 
journalist competitors.

When Tau does get a break-
through, it is often on surveillance 
partnerships that help foil a bad 
guy — like the U.S. border drug 
tunnel Department of Homeland 
Security agents uncover in 2018 
with cellphone geolocation data 
obtained from a company called 
Venntel.

To gather intelligence, �rms 
working closely with U.S. nation-
al security operators have em-
bedded data-collecting software 
in smartphone apps — such as 
Muslim prayer apps popular in 
the Middle East. The app owners 
may or may not be aware of the 
software modules’ surveillance 
mission, though there’s a reason 
they’re getting paid to include the 
data-gathering SDKs (software 
development kits).

Some of these tools have been 
developed with CIA funding and 
some, like VISR (Virtual Intel-
ligence, Surveillance and Re-
connaissance), have been widely 
shared inside U.S. intelligence 
and among U.S. military special 

operators, Tau writes. The com-
panies involved come and go in 
the sort of musical chair game 
we’ve come expect in U.S. nation-
al security contracting.

Which hasn’t prevented some 
from being outed by privacy 
warriors led by Sen. Ron Wyden 
of Oregon and, now, the Biden 
administration’s activist Federal 
Trade Commission.

Take X-Mode, one �rm Tau ex-
amines.

In 2021, X-Mode was found 
to have been selling access to lo-
cation data to the U.S. military. 
In January, the FTC banned 
X-Mode and its successor, Out-
logic, from sharing or selling 
data on cellphone users’ location 
without their explicit consent. 
It expressed concern such data 
could be used to track visits to 
places like abortion clinics, plac-
es of worship and domestic abuse 
shelters.

Near the end of the helpfully 
annotated 291-page book, Tau 
o�ers a chapter on how to protect 
yourself from digital tracking. 
There are privacy/convenience 
tradeo�s. But is complete erasure 
truly possible? He asks Michael 
Bazzell, an expert in the �eld.

“Of course,” Bazzell says. “Will 
you enjoy that life? Maybe not.”

‘Means of Control’ charts disturbing 
rise of secretive US surveillance regime

this week in history
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Albert Einstein was born, 
this week in 1879. 

COURTESY RANDOM HOUSE

Means of Control 
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a Chatham Chamber Ambassador, Chatham YMCA 
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Pittsboro Rotary Club. 
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An Independent Agency Representing 

LOTS of choices
LOTS of styles

The Associated Press

March 17

Actor Kurt Russell is 73. 
Country singer Susie Allanson is 
72. Actor Gary Sinise is 69. Ac-
tor Rob Lowe is 60. Singer Bil-
ly Corgan of Smashing Pump-
kins is 57. Drummer Caroline 
Corr of The Corrs is 51. Actor 
Marisa Coughlan (“Boston Le-
gal,” ″Freddy Got Fingered”) is 
50. “The NFL on CBS” report-
er Tracy Wolfson is 49. Bassist 
Geo� Sprung of Old Dominion 
is 46. Singer Hozier is 34. Actor 
John Boyega (“Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens”) is 32.

March 18

TV personality Mike Rowe 
(“Dirty Jobs”) is 62. Singer-ac-
tor Vanessa Williams (“Desper-
ate Housewives,” ″Ugly Betty”) 
is 61. Rapper-actor Queen Lat-
ifah is 54. Comedian Dane Cook 
is 52. Singer Philip Sweet of Lit-
tle Big Town is 50. Singers Evan 
and Jaron Lowenstein of Evan 
and Jaron are 50. Singer Adam 
Levine of Maroon 5 is 45. Actor 
Lily Collins is 35.

March 19

Singer Ruth Pointer of the 
Pointer Sisters is 78. Actor 
Glenn Close is 77. Actor Bruce 
Willis is 69. Drummer Zach 
Lind of Jimmy Eat World is 48.

March 20

Drummer Carl Palmer (Asia; 
Emerson, Lake and Palmer) is 
74. Director Spike Lee is 67. Ac-
tor Theresa Russell is 67. Ac-
tor Holly Hunter is 66. Model 
Kathy Ireland is 61. Actor Mi-
chael Rapaport (“Boston Pub-
lic”) is 54.

March 21

Actor Timothy Dalton is 78. 
Actor Gary Oldman is 66. Ac-
tor Matthew Broderick is 62. 
Actor-comedian Rosie O’Don-
nell is 62.

March 22

Actor William Shatner is 
93. News anchor Wolf Blitzer 
is 76. Composer Andrew Lloyd 
Webber is 76. Sportscaster Bob 
Costas is 72. Actor Matthew 
Modine is 65. Comedian Kee-
gan-Michael Key is 53. Actor 
Reese Witherspoon is 48.

PHOTO BY EVAN AGOSTINI/INVISION/AP

Glenn Close is 77. 

AP PHOTO/MATT SLOCUM

Spike Lee is 67. 

PHOTO BY JORDAN STRAUSS/INVISION/AP

Reese Witherspoon is 48.

famous birthdays 
this week
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$5,000
CDL Drivers get a
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