
 

 

Message from the President 
Compatriots, 

 

Hopefully, everyone had a Merry 

Christmas and are now enjoying a 

Happy New Year.  I hope we can 

return to some semblance of nor-

mal in 2022. 

 I would like to thank 

Compatriots Michael Cooper and 

Steve Avent for their tireless ef-

forts in completing the Annual 

Chapter Reconciliation.  Great 

job! 

 As of this writing, we have selected our Knight 

Essay winner and their essay has been sent forward to the 

state contest.  The winner was Camryn Eley, a junior at 

Nash Central HS and a member of Compatriot Renny 

Taylor’s AP History class. 

 Compatriot Bill Riggan has presented Certificates 

of Appreciation to BSA Troop 555 Scouts, Scout Master 

and Assistants recognizing their work assisting us with 

both of the October 16th grave marking ceremonies.  Bill 

is also starting to award Flag Certificates in Louisburg. 

 Wreaths Across America was successful. We had 

32 wreaths purchased by chapter members and 2 addi-

tional wreaths were presented at the ceremony.  Only 2 

members attended the ceremony at Cedarwood Cemetery 

in Roanoke Rapids, they were Compatriot J. Rives Man-

ning and myself.   That does not reflect well on the chap-

ter. 

 Preparations are being made to hold the poster 

and brochure contests with the judging being done at our 

March meeting. 
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 We are in the process of setting up a George 

Washington Birthday luncheon to be held on Saturday, 

February 12th, in the Fellowship Hall of the Halifax UMC.  

Start time is tentatively set for 11:30. This event will be co-

sponsored by the Elizabeth Montfort-Ashe Chapter 

NSDAR.  The guest speaker will be Dr. Samuel C. Powell.  

Several of our state officers have tentatively replied they 

will attend.  The meal price will be $15.00 per person and 

the RSVP date will be Monday, February 7th.  The RSVP 

form will be posted on the website and will also be part of 

this newsletter. This will be a semi-formal event, i.e., blazer 

and tie or Colonial Clothing. 

 As of now we will not have anyone at the Cowan’s 

Ford/Winter B.O.M. meeting the last weekend of January.  

The reports will be submitted for the booklet. 

 We are beginning to put together the Halifax Re-

solves ceremony and plan to have the RSVP for that event 

as well as the George Washington Birthday luncheon in the 

B.O.M. booklet.  

Fraternally,   Ken 

C. Kenith Wilson 

2014 & 2016 winner — 1st Place Nationally (single sheet)—Carl F. Bessent Newsletter Award 

The January meeting will be Wed., January 12,  at Halifax 

United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall, 150 S. King St. 

in Halifax at 6:30 pm.  

On the agenda:   Ken will be giving a presentation on the 

Battle of New Garden, fought just before the battle of Guil-

ford Courthouse near Greensboro, on March 15, 1781. 

The cost of the meal will be $15. Reservations are required 

and must be in by noon on Mon., January 7. Please contact 

Ken by email or telephone (252 537-5406)  if you’re coming. 
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Recent Chapter Activities 

(top—bottom, l—r):  11/10: Chapter Officers installed, l-r President Ken Wilson, VP Geoff Pittard, Secretary Michael Cooper, 
Treasurer Steve Avent, Registrar Bill Riggan;  11/13, American Legion Post 38 in Roanoke Rapids hosted a Veteran’s Day cere-
mony. President Ken Wilson presented the chapter’s wreath. l-r Geoff Pittard, Ken Wilson, Wes Tripp; 11/13: Nash Central HS 
AP History teacher Comp. Renny Taylor attended a Veteran’s Day ceremony at Nash Central HS. l-r Renny Taylor, Cadet 
Commander Kathleen Bailon; 11/23:  Registrar Bill Riggan with BSA Troop 555 of Louisburg, which assisted the Chapter with 
both of the grave markings held 10/16 in Youngsville and Louisburg; Renny Taylor and Ken Wilson with the winner of the 
Chapter Knight Essay Contest, Camryn Eley of Nash Central HS; 12/19 the Chapter participated in the Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca ceremony at Cedarwood Cemetery in Roanoke Rapids. Ken Wilson presented the POW wreath; 12/19: Bill Riggan present-
ed the SAR Flag Certificate to Lancaster Funeral Home in Louisburg, Ryan Brown accepted the certificate; 12/19: Bill Riggan 
presented the Flag Certificate to Strickland Funeral Home in Louisburg, Tom Clancey accepted the certificate. 
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Minutes of  November 10, 2021 meeting 

The Halifax Resolves Chapter of the NCSSAR met on Wednesday, November 10th 2021, at the Halifax United Methodist Church in 

Halifax, NC. President Geoff Pittard called the meeting to order at 1840. Our Treasurer, Steve Avent, gave the invocation. President Pit-

tard started and then inn unison, the group sang the Pledge of Allegiance. Then our Secretary, Michael Cooper, led the SAR Pledge. The 

following guests were introduced: 

 

• Mark Pace 

• Regional Vice President Chris Grimes 

 

Chris Grimes then welcomed everyone and gave a small speech about or chapter’s growth. We were then directed to our meal. 

 

After our meal we then conducted our meeting. The first item of our meeting was to approve the minutes of the previous meeting. Com-

patriot Ken Wilson made a motion to approve. Don Oakes then seconded. It was unanimously approved. Next up we were presented 

with the Treasurer’s report. Our Treasurer, Steve Avent, presented the treasurer’s report to the chapter. Michael Cooper made a motion 

to accept. Ken Wilson seconded. It was unanimously approved. 

 

President Pittard then spoke on the grave markings that were recently done, in Oakwood cemetery in Louisburg, NC and in Youngsville, 

NC. 

 

New Business 

 

Compatriot Ken Wilson then brought up several good points as to why we needed to increase the charge for our meals at the church 

from $10 to $15 each. 

 

 a. Cost of food increase due to inflation. 

 b. No price increase since 2010 

 c. Currently chapter charged $8 for one meat and $10 for two meats. The chapter charges $10 and $12 to offset the cost of 

meals for guests, respectively. We would increase the amount to the church to $10.00 for one meat and $12.00 for two meats.  

 d. Increasing price to $15.00 would establish a flat rate for all the meats and should cover increases in the near future.  

 

Compatriot Bittner had a question about future increases and Compatriot Wilson explained how we have a little cushion built into the 

new fees to cover for that. Ken then made the motion to increase the cost charge to the membership for the meals from $10.00 per per-

son to $15.00 per person. Michael Cooper then seconded. 

 

Our Program for today was the installation of new officers. VP Chris Grimes called the newly appointed officers to the front to take their 

oaths. In order of their newly appointed position, the officers were lined up, President-elect Ken Wilson, Vice President-elect Geoff Pit-

tard, Secretary Michael Cooper, Treasurer Steve Avent, and Registrar-elect Bill Riggan. VP Chris Grimes then administered the oath. 

President Ken Wilson then made a few remarks as president. He was glad to accept the position and he spoke of how well the grave 

marking events went and how we would probably have more in Oakwood cemetery, Henderson, Vance, Nash, Edgecombe, and Warren 

County. President Ken Wilson then presented Mark Pace with a certificate of appreciation. President Wilson then presented the bronze 

Roger Sherman Medal to Vice-President Pittard. He then presented certificates of appreciation to Mrs. Frankie from the Halifax United 

Methodist Church, Treasurer Steve Avent, Secretary Michael Cooper, and Registrar Bill Riggan. 

 

Comments by the chapter president: 

 

President Wilson explained that we were 1/3 of the way through the poster contest. He mentioned the many Veteran’s Day events across 

NC and that people needed to let him know if they attended any. He then talked briefly about the possibility of a George Washington 

dinner on the weekend before Valentine’s Day. Lastly, He spoke about Wreaths Across America and that it was not too late to get an 

order in. 

 

The SAR recessional was then led by Vice President Geoff Pittard. The benediction was then led by our Regional VP Chris Grimes. 

The meeting was then adjourned by President Wilson at 1948.  



 

 



 

 

 

General George Washington Birthday Luncheon 

Saturday, February 12th, 2022 

11:30 am 

Halifax United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall 

150 S. King St, Halifax, NC 
 

The guest speaker will be Dr. Samuel C. Powell, PhD. 
 

Hosted by the Halifax Resolves Chapter NC SAR and the Elizabeth Montfort-Ashe Chapter NSDAR 

This is a semi-formal event, i.e. coat and tie or Colonial clothing/uniform 

Please join us as we celebrate the life of one of our Founding Fathers 

The Ladies of Halifax UMC will be preparing the meal.   

Meals will be $15.00 per person paid at the door. 
 

This will require that we receive an RSVP NLT Noon, Monday, February 7th, 2022. 

 

Please send or email your RSVP to: 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

Name:___________________________  Organization:___________________ 

 

Office:_______________________ ____   No. in party: ____________________ 

Ken Wilson                                                                                                  Tel: 252-676-4630 

121 Northside Dr.                                                                                       boxcar27870@embarqmail.com  

Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870 



 

 

Chapter Officer< 
 

President: Ken Wilson 

121 Northside Dr., Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870 

(252) 537-5406, boxcar27870@embarqmail.com 

 

Vice President: Geoff Pittard 

307 Jackson St., Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870 

(252) 532-0664, gespittard@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer: Steve Avent 

42 Fox Grape Ln, Southern Shores, NC 27949 

(252) 955-2103, savent917@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: Michael Cooper,   

701 N. Main St., Louisburg, NC 27549 

(919) 702-4055, michael.cooper.sar@gmail.com 

 

Chaplain: Rev. Duncan Jones 

 

our website: 

Go to: www.ncssar.org, “Chapters”  
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Upcoming Activitie< 
 

1/12/2022: January chapter meeting,  Halifax 
UMC, Halifax, NC 

 

1/16/2022: 241st Anniversary Ceremony, Battle 
of Cowpens, Gaffney, SC 

 

1/29/2022: NC SAR Winter Board of Managers 
Meeting, Hopewell Presbyterian church, 
Huntersville, NC 

 

2/12/2022: George Washington Birthday 
Luncheon,  Halifax, NC 

 

4/12/2022: 246th Anniversary of the Adoption 
of the Halifax Resolves, Halifax, NC 

 

 

 


