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    Sarah Anne Robinson Erwin, wife of Colonel Alexander Erwin, was attending to the homestead while her husband was off fighting the Tories and British troops during the Revolutionary War.  A wounded patriot, neighbor and friend, having been severely wounded by the Tories came to the Erwin house seeking shelter.  Sarah took him in, began nursing him, and hid him in an outhouse. Soon a marauding band of Tories arrived and began searching over Sarah’s opposition.  After the house had been plundered and swords had been run into every bed and corner, the Tories approached the outhouse where the wounded patriot lay helpless.  Sarah Erwin placed herself at the outhouse door refusing to admit them.  Forcibly thrusting her aside, they entered the outhouse and discovered the wounded patriot.  As one of the Tories was in the act of striking the patriot with his sword, Sarah threw herself between the Tory and the patriot, with her right arm over his head, receiving from the descending blade a dreadful wound which maimed her for life.  She subsequently died from complications of that wound.
    She is buried alongside her husband, Col Alexander Erwin, at the Quaker Meadows Cemetery in Burke County, North Carolina.  Quaker Meadows Cemetery is on the National Register of Historic Places, received state funding for its restoration in 1979, and is managed by the Burke County Historical Society.  It is the final resting place for many patriots from that county.  
