Captain William Jennings of Fauquier County, Virginia, first enlisted in the Virginia Navy in 1777, under the command of Captain Richard Barron on the ship Patriot.  He served on this vessel until a short time before the siege of York.  Thereafter,  he was assigned as Pilot  on the French Ship  Nor  Thumberland from which he was discharged at Martinique.  While returning home on the schooner Sally he was taken prisoner by the British ship Chatham and placed on the prison ship Jersey at New York.   He was released after four months and returned to his old command, the Patriot, which  was still commanded by Captain Barron.  He served thereon until peace was declared.

      For his service, Williams Jennings was promoted to a Captain  of the Navy and given a land grant in Virginia.
