
 

 

Message from the President 
Compatriots: 

A lot has taken place since our last meeting.  
Our illustrious Color Guard Commander Al-
len Brahin represented the chapter at the Guil-
ford Courthouse ceremony. 

 I had the pleasure of awarding the 
Americanism Poster Contest participants their 
certificates and award the winner, Eli Harris of 

Halifax Academy his certificate and check for $100.00.  Eli and 
his parents are planning to attend the Patriot’s Day ceremony at 
the Alamance Battleground where the NCSSAR winner will be 
selected.  Certificates of Appreciation were also given to the 
teachers who supported the competition. 

 Our Halifax Day events went well, even if we did have 
some last minute changes.  The Flag Retirement Ceremony was 
well attended.  We finished with 79 U.S. flags retired and the 
ashes buried in the Colonial Cemetery. 

 Following a delicious luncheon at the Royal Hart Ma-
sonic Lodge, we held the 237th Anniversary Celebration of the 
Halifax Resolves.  There was good attendance by the chapter 
and guests alike.  At the end of the ceremony I awarded Certifi-
cates of Appreciation to our guest speaker, Dr. Scott Kennedy 
and the Roanoke Rapids JROTC.  HRC CG Commander Allen 
Brahin and NCSSAR CG Commander Dick Bishop awarded 
me my SAR Bronze Color Guard Medal for 3 years of service 
with the chapter and state color guards. 

 The NCSSAR Convention held in Asheville, NC April 
19th-20th was well attended.  Fourteen of the chapters were repre-
sented by the chapter presidents.  In our district, 3 of the 5 
chapters, Raleigh, Halifax Resolves, and Gen. George Washing-
ton had representation.  The chapter won streamers for: 1st 
Place Small Chapter Achievement, Flags Certificates (10 or 
more awarded in 2012), 2nd Place Scrapbook (hard copy) and 2nd 
Place Digital Scrapbook.  This was our first year competing in 
the Digital Scrapbook contest. 
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 On a personal note, I received the NSSAR Silver Color 
Guard Medal from NCSSAR SE VPG Steve Pittard and was one 
of 9 chapter presidents who received a Certificate of Apprecia-
tion from NCSSAR President Glenn Sappie for supporting the 
Americanism program at the chapter and state levels.  I was also 
elected the NE NC District 1 VP.  This will require wearing two 
hats until November when I step down as chapter president.  
This brings to mind the last comment for this newsletter.  

 A slate of new officers must be presented to and ap-
proved by the chapter at the September meeting.  This means 
we have just two meetings before that happens.  If you are inter-
ested in becoming a chapter officer, contact Steve Avent or me 
immediately. 

Fraternally, 

 

2010 winner — Honorable Mention—Carl F. Bessent Newsletter Award 

The May meeting will be held on Wed., May 8,  at the Halifax 

United Methodist Church on 152 S. King Street (Main Street) 

in Halifax at 6:30 pm. The program will include a report on 

the recent State Convention and some new programs offered by 

the National Society. 

The cost of the meal will be $10. Reservations are required. 

Please contact Ken Wilson or Steve Avent if you’re coming . 
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 At the March Chapter meeting we presented three Firefighter Commendation Medals (details below), selected the Chapter win-

ner of the Americanism Poster Contest, and inducted new member Geoff Pittard into the SAR. 

Highlights of March, 2013 meeting 

(left)(l-r) LT Eddie Porter 

III, Fireman Pete King, 

Fireman Dylan Clark 

(right) Past NCSSAR Presi-

dent Steve Pittard pins ro-

sette on collar of son Geoff 

Pittard to conclude his in-

duction into the SAR. 

One of the highlights of the March meeting was the presentation of the Society Fire Safety Commendation Medal to three members of 
the Gaston Fire Department.  Lt. Eddie Porter III, Firemen Dylan Clark and Pete King received the medals “in recognition of their 
outstanding contributions to protect human life and property caused by fire”.  These individuals received this recognition after their 
rescue of a mother and two children from a burning house on Gray Street in Roanoke Rapids.   The firemen were driving through 
Roanoke Rapids, saw the house was on fire, reported it to the 9-1-1 center, and proceeded to assist the residents in exiting the building 
with a total disregard for their own safety. 

Another highlight of the meeting was the induction of new member Geoff Pittard into the SAR. Below is Geoff being welcomed into 
the Society and receiving the SAR rosette from his father, past NCSSAR State President (and current SE District VP) Steve Pittard (see 
above). 

Chapter Activities 

The chapter’s celebration of the 237th Anniversary of the Adoption of the Halifax Resolves was held April 6 at the site of the 

colonial courthouse in Halifax. 

(l) Cadet Lieutenant Eric 
Oliveras, Central Nash HS 
May 1, 2013 

(c) Poster contest winner, Eli 
Harris of Halifax Academy. 

(r) Northern Nash HS JROTC 
Cadet Matthew Andrews, April 
30th 2013 



 

 

Volume 12, Issue 3 

May 4, 2013 - The Mecklenburg chapter is sponsoring two Grave Marking ceremonies beginning at 10:30am at Sugaw Creek Presbyte-
rian Church in Charlotte, NC. Patriots Abraham and Hezekiah Alexander will be honored with an official SAR bronze grave marker. 
Both men are signers of the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence dated May 20, 1775.  
 
May 16, 2013 - "Mecklenburg County in the Revolutionary War." Charlotte Museum of History docent Tom Phlegar will present 
"known and not-so-known" facts.  
 
May 18, 2013 - Patriots' Day in Alamance County: the Alamance Battleground Chapter will commemorate three 1781 Revolutionary 
War battles: Pyle's Defeat, Clapp's Mill, and Lindley's Mill, and the pre-Revolutionary May 16, 1771 Battle of Alamance. This year will 
be the 17th annual event. A wreath laying ceremony will be held at 2:00pm on Saturday, May 18, 2013 at the Alamance Battleground 
State Military Park on NC Highway 62, about 6 miles south of Interstate 40/85 in Burlington.  
 
May 20, 2013 - The Mecklenburg Chapter's annual observance of the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence. The ceremony begins 
at 11:30am on the corners of Trade & Tryon Streets in Uptown Charlotte. Color Guard members are invited to participate in uniform. 
 
May 25, 2013 - The 233rd Anniversary ceremony honoring Buford's Massacre will be held beginning at 10:30am at the Buford's Massa-
cre Site, Buford's Crossroad, SC. To ensure all participants are recognized in the celebration program, it is requested you complete and 
mail your intent no later than May 20th. For more information,  or to RSVP to present a wreath, please print the RSVP form and fax it 
to 843-479-7195  or mail it to Greg Ohanesian, SCSSAR, P.O. Box 1373, Bennettsville, SC 29512. You can call Greg at 843-479-7193. 
 
June 2013 
 
June 15, 2013 - The General George Washington Chapter invites you to participate in the dedication of a Patriot Grave Marker at the 
grave of Col. John Hardee. The ceremony begins at 11:00am  at the Williams Cemetery, located near 2700 East 10th Street, Greenville, 
NC, 27858. There is a shopping center on the adjacent property for parking and convenient cemetery access. A "Dutch Treat" lunch 
will immediately follow at Parker's BBQ Restaurant. To participate in the Color Guard and Program, please contact George Strunk at 
gkstrunk@iglide.net or Bill Tilghman at wat@metricsinc.com.  
 
June 22, 2013 - The Catawba Valley Chapter invites you to attend the 233rd Anniversary Commemoration of The Battle of Ramsour's 
Mill in Lincolnton, NC, beginning at 10:00am. The wreath laying ceremony will be held on the grounds of the Jack Kiser School, 301 
Jeb Seagle Drive, Lincolnton, NC 28092.  For more information, please contact David Kilby at 828-459-2314 or email 
docnj@charter.net. 

Page 3 

Upcoming NCSSAR Events 

Chapter Activities 
  

(l)  Ken Wilson giving presentation to 4th and 

5th grade students at Cornerstone Christian 

Academy, 4/11/2013. 

On April 29, 2013, Ken presented the SAR Flag Certificate to the 
Northampton Co. Courthouse. Jeff Futrell, Northampton Co. 
Veterans Director, accepted the certificate on behalf of the county  



 

 

Chapter Officer< 
 

President: Ken Wilson 

121 Northside Dr., Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870 

(252) 537-5406, boxcar27870@embarqmail.com 

 

Vice President: Acting VP: Steve Avent 

 

Secretary/Treasurer: Steve Avent 

202 Olde Colony Dr., Edenton, NC 27932  

(252) 482-1172, savent917@gmail.com 

 

Registrar: R. Allen Brahin, Waynesboro, VA 

starline@ntelos.net 

 

Chaplain: Rev. Duncan Jones 

 

our website: 

Go to: www.ncssar.com, “NC Chapters” 

Click on our chapter name on the NC map. 
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