
Next Meeting Scheduled for February 23, 2005 
 
The February, 2005 meeting of the Halifax Resolves Chapter will be held at Ralph’s BBQ in 
Weldon, on Wednesday, 2/23/2005. It will begin at 6:00 p.m. and is expected to end around 
7:30 pm. Our speaker for the evening will be Howard Draper, of Historic Halifax. His topic 
will be: which was the first call for independence: the Halifax Resolves or the Mecklenburg 
Declaration of Independence?  For those who may not have heard of the Mecklenburg Declara-
tion of Independence, it has long been a controversial document.  
 
The website Encyclopedia.com  states that the Mecklenburg Declaration was “alleged to have 
been proclaimed at Charlotte, N.C., by the citizens of Mecklenburg co. on May 20, 1775. Al-
though North Carolina's seal and flag bear that date, the declaration is widely regarded as a spu-
rious document. It is known, however, that the Mecklenburg citizens adopted (May 31, 1775) 
strong anti-British resolutions that declared all crown officials, civil and military, suspended 
from their offices, thus implying independence without actually declaring it. An account of the 
Mecklenburg Resolves, as they are called, was published in 1819, with embellishments from 
the national Declaration of Independence. From this grew the tale of the declaration of May 20, 
which still persists in North Carolina but which has not been supported by documentary evi-
dence.”  An original copy of the Mecklenburg Declaration has never been found, as it was sup-
posed to have been destroyed by the British not long after it was written. 
 
Similar phrases and ideas can be found in both the Mecklenburg Declaration and the Declara-
tion of Independence, and some have accused Thomas Jefferson of plagiarizing (or at least 
echoing) the Mecklenburg Declaration when he wrote the Declaration of Independence in 1776. 
Jefferson and John Adams claimed that they never heard of the Mecklenburg Declaration 
(Thomas Jefferson wrote that the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence was "spurious" at 
best). It should be a very interesting topic, so come on out and decide for yourself. 
 
The cost of the meal is $12.00 per person, payable by cash or check only. Please RSVP to Steve 
Avent by 2/16/2005 at 252-459-9427, by email at savent@mindspring.com or by the US mail at 
P.O. Box 221, Red Oak, NC 27868. If you forget to RSVP, come out anyway. As always, 
guests and interested parties are cordially invited. 
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Halifax, North Carolina 

The American’s Creed 
I believe in the United States of America as a government of the people, by the people, for 
the people; whose just powers are derived from the consent of the governed; a democracy in a 
republic; a sovereign nation of many sovereign states; a perfect union, one and inseparable; 
established upon those principles of freedom, equality, justice and humanity for which 
American patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes. 
 
I therefore believe it is my duty to my country to love it, to support its Constitution; to obey 
its laws; to respect its flag; and to defend it against all enemies. 
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Halifax Day, 2005 
 
Halifax Day (April 12th, 2005) is fast approaching. The Historic Halifax Museum is organizing the all day event, and they 
have lots of activities planned, including music and tours of historic buildings. Our Chapter will be sponsoring a wreath lay-
ing ceremony at the site of the old colonial courthouse. Last year, in spite of rainy and cool weather, we had an excellent 
turnout for our ceremony, with SAR members coming from as far away as MD and GA for the event. This event is on the 
National SAR Calendar, which is an honor reserved for the truly significant events of the Revolution, so the turnout may well 
be larger this year. We can use all the support we can get from the Chapter, and if anyone has suggestions for additional ways 
the Chapter can commemorate the signing of the Halifax Resolves that day, or wants to help out, please let Steve Avent 
know. 

Upcoming Events 
 
February 23, 2005: February chapter meeting, Ralph’s BBQ, Weldon, 6:00 pm. 
February 27-28, 2005: 229th Anniversary Celebration, Battle of Moore’s Creek Bridge 
March 12, 2005: 224th Anniversary Celebration, Battle of Guilford Courthouse, Greensboro, NC. 
April 8-10, 2005: NCSSAR State Convention, Asheville, NC. 
April 12, 2005: Halifax Day Celebration, Halifax, NC. 
May 14, 2005: Patriot’s Day Celebration, Alamance Co., NC. 

Chapter Officers for 2005 
 
President: Steve Avent, P.O. Box 221, Red Oak, NC 27868, (252) 459-9427, savent@mindspring.com 
Vice President: Dr. Rhoderick Williams, 114 Woodland Rd., Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870 (252) 535-2351 rbwms@charter.net 
Secretary/Treasurer: Cleveland Hawkins , 023 Atlantic St. Sunbury, NC 27979, (252) 465-8333, hawkinscd@coastalnet.com 
Registrar: Frank Horton, 3812 Ithaca Pl., Fayetteville, NC 28311, (910) 630-0875, BushBar@aol.com 
Chaplain: Clark Wiser, 110 Pine St. East , Lillington, NC 27546, (910) 893-6989, elwiser@earthlink.net 

Jr/Sr. JROTC Medals 
 
One of the most visible activities of the SAR is our ROTC award program. Commanders of JROTC units (in the high 
schools) and SROTC units (at the college level) select an outstanding cadet each year, and we present them with a bronze 
medal and an engraved certificate of commendation.  They are chosen for their qualities of leadership, patriotism and charac-
ter. As you would expect, it is considered quite an honor to receive the award, and it is always a great pleasure to recognize 
these fine young men and women. Our Chapter has been requested to award 9 medals and certificates this year (8 JROTC and 
1 SRJOTC). We are required by the NCSSAR to present these in person, at the school’s awards ceremony, and it would be a 
great help if members of the chapter would volunteer to present  these awards. These are the schools we are responsible for: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve Avent will be responsible for the 3 schools in the Rocky Mount area (N. Nash, RMHS and S. Nash) but he would be 
very appreciative of help with the others. You would find it to be a very rewarding experience. 

Elizabeth State University, Elizabeth City (SJROTC) NW Halifax HS, Littleton (JROTC) 

Greene Central HS, Snow Hill (JROTC) Rocky Mount HS, Rocky Mount (JROTC) 

John A. Holmes HS, Edenton (JROTC) Southern Nash HS, Bailey (JROTC) 

Northeastern HS,  Elizabeth City (JROTC) Tarboro HS, Tarboro (JROTC) 

Northern Nash HS, Rocky Mount (JROTC)  



PAGE  3 VOLUME 3,  ISSUE 1  HA L I F A X RES OL VE S  C H APT ER 

Highlights of the 1/15/05 NCSSAR Board of Managers meeting 
 
* Compatriot Bob Owens reported on the 2005 NCSSAR Convention, noting that the reservations forms were at the back of 
the BOM booklet (They are also available from the NCSSAR website – www.ncssar.com – if anyone would like to attend. 
Reservations must be made by 3/9/05.) He outlined the activities and the location (Asheville) of the event. 
 
* NCSSAR Treasurer Harry Goodman presented an update to the report in the BOM booklet. We are solvent and National has 
been paid $14,725 in dues for 589 members. 61 compatriots will be dropped for dues non-payment. 
 
* NCSSAR Registrar Dr. Robert Sprinkle reported that we had 71 applications approved, 7 transferred, 7 deceased, 4 trans-
ferred out of NC and 15 supplemental applications approved. 38 members were reinstated. 
 
* Compatriot Past President Dr. Randy Steele, Chairman of the Nominating Committee reported the following compatriots for 
the offices indicated: 
 
NCSSAR President – LTC Joe Harris, USA, (Ret.) 
NCSSAR VP – Dr. Sam Powell 
NCSSAR Western  Area VP – MAJ Ed Privette, USA (Ret.) 
NCSSAR Eastern Area VP – Steve Pittard 
NCSSAR Central Area VP – David Thompson 
NCSSAR Secretary – LTC Frank Horton, USA, (Ret.) 
NCSSAR Treasurer – Harry Goodman 
NCSSAR Webmaster – Steve Avent 
NCSSAR Registrar – Dr. Robert Sprinkle, Jr. 
NCSSAR Chaplain – The Rev. Clark Wiser 
NCSSAR Historian – John Thornhill 
NCSSAR Genealogist – Ray Maxson 
NCSSAR Development Officer – Bob Owens 
National Trustee – Dr. Randy Steele 
Alternate Nat’l Trustee – Grady Hall 
Regional Vice President General Nominee – C. D. Williams (This position will be voted on at the National Congress) 
 
* President Hall requested that all Chapter Presidents begin liaison with the local American Legion Post in their area to make 
the Blue Star program a viable SAR/AL undertaking. AL Program Booklets were handed out. 
 
 * President Hall received a request from the Maryland Society to support Compatriot Secretary General Roland Downing for 
President General. Motion made to support made by Compatriot Ray Maxson, seconded by Compatriot Genealogist Emeritus 
David Koontz. The BOM voted in favor of the support. 
 
* The Color Guard Commander sent in the criteria for the State Award of the Color Guard Medal. The Color Guard Com-
mander will chair that committee. A motion to support the proposal was made by Compatriot Bob Cabe, seconded by Compa-
triot Sprinkle. BOM approved the proposal. 
 
* Compatriot Bob Owens reported on the Long Range Planning Committee with the committee recommending that the State 
Society “buy out” the State Life memberships from National. The projected cost will be about $12,000. The discussion cen-
tered around the probable cost of a National Congress being held in NC during our 100 year celebration. The BOM decided 
not to support the committee recommendation at this time. 
 
* Compatriot Thornhill requested $250 for archival support. The request was referred to the Budget Committee. 
 
* Compatriot Williams emphasized support for the George Washington Fellowship program. This is a tax deductible activity.   



The Sons of the American Revolution is a patriotic organization formed 
in 1889 and chartered by the United States Congress in 1906, with more 
than 25,000 living members from all 50 states and 23 foreign countries. 
Throughout its 116-year history, the SAR has admitted more than 
155,000 members. Among them are 16 Presidents of the United States, 
including George W. Bush and his father George H. W. Bush, Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, Harry Truman and Theodore Roosevelt. The SAR also has 
had among its members Sir Winston Churchill and King Juan Carlos I of 
Spain, both of whom trace their ancestry to Revolutionary War patriots. 
Membership requires proof of descent from a person who aided in the 
Patriot cause. Some of the activities we engage in are: 
 
* commemoration of patriot graves and monuments 
* educational programs in the schools and elsewhere on the ideals of our 
Patriot ancestors and the American Revolution 
* recognition of outstanding law enforcement officers and JROTC cadets 
* sponsorship of Boy Scout troops 
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