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Bethabara Chapter’s Website
http://winstonsalemsar.org/

----------------------------------------Page 1 of 18

Bethabara Chapter February Meeting
The Bethabara Chapter SAR meeting was called to order on February 13, 2020 by President Ed
Hosmer at 12:30 PM.
Following the Invocation by Fred Learned, Pledge of Allegiance by Orin Sadler, the American
Creed by Bill Ewalt, and Pledge to the SAR by Larry McRae, Chapter President Hosmer welcomed
members, new members, and guests.

Meeting Minutes
(Submitted by Recording Secretary Andy Kelly)
The Bethabara Chapter, NCSSAR met February 13 at Pizza 66. In attendance were 14 Bethabara
Chapter Compatriots, one visiting Compatriot, one associate member, and 11 guests.
Chapter President Ed Hosmer called the meeting to order at 12:30 PM. Officers reported as
follows:
•

President Ed Hosmer reviewed the State Board of Managers Meeting he attended with Fred
Learned. He reviewed the New Member Guidebook and made printed copies available for
anyone that wanted one.

•

Vice President Bill Ewalt mentioned that the Yarborough group which had planned to visit
the Cowpens Battlefield has postponed the meeting indefinitely.
Registrar Larry McRae reported that 5 potential members have expressed interest in joining
SAR.
State Senior Vice President Fred Learned reviewed the North Carolina SAR membership
numbers. There are 1200 state members. Retention is an issue which management will
focus on.

•
•

Ed swore in new member Learmond “Buddy” Hayes, Jr. Buddy is the first African American
member of the Bethabara Chapter and he gave a presentation on his patriot ancestor John Blanks,
Sr.
Steven Norris gave a presentation on his patriot ancestor David Johannes Castleman.
Ed and Fred gave an update on the planning for the State 2020 Convention to be held in WinstonSalem April 3-4. Members interested in helping with local responsibilities will meet at Ed’s house
10 a. m. on Tuesday, February 25 (or 1 p.m., whichever works best for the most people …. Backup
dates 2/18 or 2/26).
I described the procedure for documenting military service with SAR. The application can be
found on the SAR website and should be sent with a copy of DD214 to the address on the
application.
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I shared that the Daniel Boone Society will hold their National Convention and Reunion in
Winston-Salem June 17-20. They will have tours of local historical sites. The Society’s website
has details.
Copies of the proposed new Bethabara Chapter By-Laws were passed out to all members present.
Six motions were moved, seconded, discussed and voted on the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

To strike “the Bethabara Bugler newsletter” from section 9
To Strike section 9
Tabled until next meeting to add “or provide services or goods” to Article III
To strike section 11
To add a signature page
To adopt the By-Laws as amended.

Motions 1, 2, 4, and 6 passed. Motion 5 failed. The results mean that Orin will make
changes and Ed will send the revised By-Laws to all members. It will be voted on at
the March meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 2:30 PM.
Recording Secretary
Andy Kelly
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----------------------------------------Local man's research opens door to become first African
American in the local chapter of Sons of the American Revolution
By Scott Sexton Winston-Salem Journal

Note: the following article appeared in the February 9, 2020, issue of
the Winston-Salem Journal

Learmond “Buddy” Hayes has learned that one of his ancestors
fought in the Revolutionary War as a free man of color. Pictured with
him are some of the supporting documents tracing his lineage. He will
be inducted into the Sons of the American Revolution on Thursday.

Learmond “Buddy” Hayes didn’t quite know what to think.
He’d always been vaguely curious about his lineage ----- “I watched ‘Roots’ in the ‘70s like
everybody else” ---- and a diabetes diagnosis gave a dormant interest more urgency. Family history
and all.
So, he started to do a little research. He learned details about a grandfather killed in an auto crash,
in the ‘20s, when they were rare.
That nugget prompted more digging; he sent a DNA sample off to be tested.
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And that helped lead to something really remarkable.
Hayes learned about an ancestor who fought as a "free man of color" in the Revolutionary War
and received an invitation to become the first African American member of the local chapter Sons
of the American Revolution.
But first he had to do a little more research.
"I thought it was like one of those Civil War things, and I wasn't sure that was the kind of
organization I wanted to deal with," he said. "Then I found out what they were about."

It's history
The Sons of the American Revolution, simply put, is an organization by and for history buffs who
can trace direct lineage to a patriot who fought in (or supported in some way) the War for
Independence.
"Every member is required to prove that their grandfather marched into battle, their grandmother
secretly spied on the location and troop strengths or helped feed her son's army," said Fred Learned,
a senior vice president of the N.C. Sons of the American Revolution and charter member of the
local Bethabara chapter. "If you can prove your grandparents gave a horse or a hog or gave
(patriots) a coat or a blanket, that qualifies you for membership."
Which is easier said than done.
Proving lineage two or three generations back can be difficult enough. Eight or nine can be darn
near impossible without a lot of persistence and no small amount of luck.
"I have one ancestor listed only as a slave woman," Hayes said. "Nothing else."
Hayes has spent a fair amount of time digging through paper records in courthouses Down East,
in Bladen, Cumberland and New Brunswick counties in particular, in an area where he spent time
growing up.
These days, with the help of DNA testing and the considerable reach (and consolidation) of
information on the internet, research can be faster.
Anyhow, his search drew him to a distant cousin from Wilmington named Kevin Graham. "I was
born in Wilmington, so it wasn't far-fetched," Hayes said. "But I hadn't heard the name Graham in
the family before."
And that's when he found the big discovery.
Graham, a genealogy buff himself, had already done a great deal of legwork. The paper trail led
to a man named John Blanks Sr. of Bladen County.
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According to the research, Blanks Sr. fought as a captain in the Craven County Regiment of a
North Carolina militia authorized in 1775 by the provincial Congress.
The regiment is known to have fought in the Battle of Moore's Creek, at New Bern and other places
near the border with South Carolina.
"I find it extraordinary that, whenever I go home, the same fields where I was running around,
hunting and fishing when I was young, could have been the same fields where they fought and
camped," Hayes said. "Some of those battles were right there and I never knew it."

Research
As exciting as the news was, some things about John Blanks Sr. remains a mystery to Hayes.
In particular, he’s curious about 18th Century terminology.
"In some documents he's listed as white or mulatto or other, which wasn't uncommon," he said.
"I'm trying to determine how he became a 'free person of color.'
"It could be that he emigrated from Africa to Europe and then came to America. Or maybe he was
the son of a sailor."
What's not in doubt is Blanks' status as an American veteran of the Revolutionary War. A pension
check issued in 1784 - Hayes keeps a copy in his records - to him by the state of North Carolina
proves it.
Black soldiers indeed fought as patriots, but their role isn't mentioned often. The Sons of the
American Revolution has compiled a list of 80 or so from Eastern North Carolina, but
documentation can be difficult to locate.
So, when Hayes learned about one of his ancestors, he was both surprised and pleased.
"I knew about Crispus Attucks," he said, referring to a black man killed during the Boston
Massacre, the first casualty of the Revolution, "but not much else. I didn't realize African
Americans fought for the United States."
The next step - joining the Sons of the American Revolution - got easier once Hayes realized that
the group's mission was simply to honor those who'd fought for America's independence from
England.
Nothing divisive about that; and no hidden agendas.
He's scheduled to be formally inducted at a luncheon later this week, and he'll be the first African
American member in the local chapter.
"It took all kinds of people to struggle for independence," Learned said. "We're very pleased."
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So is Hayes. He's planning on taking two of his young nephews so they, too, can take pride in
the family history.
“It’s not for me or anything I’ve done ---- trust me ---- but it’s to honor and respect an ancestor
who did for all of us,” he said.
******

Swearing In

New Compatriot Learmond “Buddy” Hayes, Jr. is sworn in and formally
inducted as SAR member by Chapter President Ed Hosmer. (L to R) Kevin
Graham, Fred Learned, Learmond “Buddy” Hayes, Jr., and Ed Hosmer. (As a
surprise to Buddy Hayes, his cousin and Compatriot Kevin Graham from the
Lower Cape Fear SAR Chapter, drove in from Wilmington, North Carolina for
the ceremony.)

******
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Feature Presentations

Compatriot Learmond “Buddy” Hayes, Jr., talked about his
patriot John Blanks, Sr.

Patriot John Blanks, Sr.
By Learmond “Buddy” Hayes, Jr.
Records indicate that my 5th Great grandfather, John Blanks was born in Bladen County about
1754. He purchased 100 acres of land in Bladen County in 1774. The tax value of the land and its
livestock was 400 pounds. It is documented as to when he joined in the fight for America's
freedom. Not much is known about what role he played during the war or what battles he may
have participated. We do know that he fought with the Bladen County Regiment of Militia. The
Bladen County Regiment participated in several battles during the war. One of which was the
Battle of Shallow Ford, which is located in Forsyth County. I can only imagine that John Blanks
fought side by side with the Patriots.
It is more likely though that John Blanks fought closer to home. The Bladen County Regiment of
Militia was present at the Moore's Creek Bridge, Brown Marsh, Herod's Bridge and Hood's Creek
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battles. These are all a closer proximity to Bladen County.
I obtained a copy of the pension check John Blanks received from the State of North Carolina,
District of Wilmington which rewards him for his service in the Militia. It is dated October 1,
1784.
Respectfully Submitted,
Learmond "Buddy" Hayes, Jr.

******

Compatriot Steve Norris talked about his patriot
David Johannes Castleman
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David Johannes Castleman 1734 - 1826
By Steve Norris
David lived in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia just outside of Winchester Virginia. He was
witness to much of our country's earliest history and is recorded in the Virginia library as having
provided food to the Continental Army, which was his patriotic contribution to the American
Revolution.
There is much confusion over the lineage of David Johannes Castleman mostly because his
descendants "preferred" being Scotch-Irish to "German", My grandfather, Robert Montague
Castleman may he rest in peace, went to his grave convinced he was of Scotch-Irish Descend. He
was German.
David Johannes Casselman was born in Stone Arabia, Montgomery County, New York in 1734
and of this we can be certain, as the German's kept fairly good church records. His family was part
of something known as the Palatine immigration and for the record, this had nothing to do with
Ireland.
Around 1750, David and two of his brothers moved to the area of Hampshire, Virginia where their
father Andreas, had been granted land by Lord Fairfax. I am told the original land grants are
retained by the museum of Virginia in Richmond.
David, went by the name Johannes as any decent Irishman would and in 1756, he married Margret
Johnson. Margret is supposedly a descendent of the Hampton Family that were original colonists
in Jamestown and for whom Hampton Virginia is named. That's a bit of a stretch ....
Anyway, in 1762, they bought Head Spring Farms in the vicinity of Summit Point, Frederick
County, now part of Jefferson County West Virginia. They sold this property and then purchased
Glen Owen farms from Squire and Mrs. George Washington. You can google this and check
Wikipedia under Castleman's Ferry, Virginia. I was as shocked as you.
David and is wife donated land for two churches and a school in what is now Clarke County
Virginia. David live to be 92 years old. He stipulated that he wanted to be buried next to his wife
at Glen Owen Farm. I am told an owner of the property in the 1920s removed the tombstones for
pasture for his horses.
Castleman's Ferry was a later home just outside of Winchester Virginia and was the family
homestead for many years. The state of Virginia initially named the Route 7 bridge over the
Shenandoah as such. The home is now called North Hill Estates and George Washington's niece
is buried on the estate. Long since out of the family.
My mother's maiden name is Castleman, so the line is fairly straight from David to me:
• I served four years in the USAF from 1973-77
• My Dad WR Norris was in the Naval reserve during the Korean War
• My Uncle Bruce Castleman spent nearly three years in the US Navy in the South Pacific during
WWII. His ship was hit by kamikazes. He was also recalled to fight during the Korean War.
• My Uncle Roy Castleman was in the 752nd Tank Battalion and fought through North Africa,
Sicily, Italy and into Germany during WWII. Received a purple heart.
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•
•
•

My Grandfather, RM Castleman went to France in 1918 to fight the Germans convinced he
was Scotch-Irish
His cousin John Castleman flew with Eddy Rickenbacker and received the Distinguished
Service Medal (DSM) for actions on December 3rd, 1918
www.theaerodrome.com/fprum/showthread.php?t=1045
We had a number of Castleman's who fought in the Civil War unfortunately, they were in the
CSA. Two are acknowledged to have served with Mosby's Rangers. After the war, they had to
present themselves to the commanding Union Officer in Winchester and sign an oath to the
United States to be pardoned. Found the records in Fold3.

----------------------------------------Battle of Baton Rouge
September 12–21, 1779
(compilation by Allen Mollere)

Bernardo de Gálvez

Spain officially entered the American Revolutionary War on May 8, 1779, with a formal
declaration of war by King Charles III. This declaration was followed by another on July 8 that
authorized his colonial subjects to engage in hostilities against the British.
When rumors of war with Spain started to develop in 1778, the British had planned to build a brick
fort at Baton Rouge. However, Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Dickson, the British commander in
the area did not have sufficient time or immediate resources to do so. He therefore ordered a dirt
fort to be constructed at a plantation on the east bank of the Mississippi River at Baton Rouge. His
engineer in charge of the work used soldiers as well as laborers from the plantations in the area.
By the time the Spanish forces under Governor Bernardo de Gálvez from the Province of Louisiana
arrived there the fort was in good shape to repel an infantry attach.
After several days of rest following the Battle at Fort Bute in the Spanish Louisiana territory,
Gálvez advanced on Baton Rouge, only 15 miles from Fort Bute. When he left New Orleans, his
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army included approximately 500 soldiers, 20 muskateers, 60 militiamen, 80 free negroes and
mulattoes together with the American agent, Oliver Pollock and his 9 fellow countrymen “under
the banner”. On the way, Gálvez added 600 militiamen from the river settlements, as well as
troops from the Opelousas, Attakapas, and Pointe Coupe areas together with 160 Indians. (Most
of my patriot ancestors were in the various militias from the river settlements.) This Gálvez force
was reduced somewhat by men who dropped out from illness during the march, and by small
detachments left at the captured Fort Bute and Amite River area.
When Gálvez arrived at Baton Rouge on September 12, 1779 to lay siege he found a well-fortified
mud fort garrisoned by approximately 140 members of Dickson’s own regiment, the 16th Royal
Regiment of Foot, 6 members of the 60th Regiments of Foot, 196 members of the 3rd Waldeck
Regiment, 17 members of an Independent Company recruited in Pennsylvania and New Jersey,
and 11 members of the Royal Artillery. There was also in the fort about 100 men, white and black,
from the plantations in the area.

Above is a picture of the “La Marcha de Gálvez” painting by Spanish artist Augusto FerrerDalmau that hung some time back at the Louisiana State Museum at Jackson Square in New
Orleans. It shows the diversity of the Gálvez army and the tough march to Baton Rouge.

Knowing that he could not risk a ground attack against the heavily defended and entrenched British
position, Gálvez first sent a detachment of men further up the river to break communications
between Baton Rouge and British sites further upriver. Unable to directly advance his own
artillery, he ordered a deceptive thrust to the north through a wooded area, sending a detachment
of his poorly trained militia to create disturbances in the forest. The British turned and unleashed
massed volleys at this body, but the Spanish forces, shielded by substantial foliage, suffered only
three casualties. While this deception continued, Gálvez dug siege trenches and established
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secure gun pits within musket range of the fort. He placed his artillery pieces there, out of view
from the British fort (where British defenders could not get a clean shot), and he opened fire on
the fort on September 21.
The British endured three hours of continuous shelling before Dickson offered to surrender. Gálvez
demanded and was granted terms that included the capitulation of the approximate 80 regular
British infantry at Fort Panmure (modern day Natchez, Mississippi), a well-fortified position that
would have been difficult for Gálvez to take militarily. Dickson surrendered the next day. His
losses included 4 killed, 2 wounded, and about 375 captured, with 30 dying of wounds while in
captivity. Gálvez loses included one killed and 2 wounded.
Dickson's militia was disarmed and sent home by Gálvez. Gálvez then sent a detachment of 50
men to take control of Panmure. He also dismissed his own militia companies, leaving a sizable
garrison at Baton Rouge, and he returned to New Orleans with about 50 men. The Battle of Baton
Rouge, then considered part of West Florida, was part of the Gálvez Spanish Gulf Coast campaign.
It was a brief battle that was decided on September 21, 1779. Baton Rouge was the second British
outpost to fall to Spanish arms during Bernardo de Gálvez's march into British West Florida.
When informed that Dickson had surrendered Fort Panmure, its British commander was irate,
believing Dickson had surrendered Panmure to get better terms of surrender for himself. Isaac
Johnson, a local justice of the peace, wrote that "In the mighty battle between Governor Gálvez
and Colonel Dickson, the Spaniards only lost one man, and some say not even one. The British
lost twenty-five and the commanding officer wounded his head on his tea table".
The victory at Baton Rouge cleared the Mississippi River entirely of British forces and put the
lower reaches of the river firmly under Spanish control. Within a few days of the Gálvez victory
at Baton Rouge, American and Spanish privateers captured several British supply ships on Lake
Pontchartrain, including the remarkable capture of one ship carrying 54 Waldecker troops and ten
to twelve sailors by a sloop crewed by 14 native Louisianan patriots. An authority on the campaign
writes: "In his account to the court of the campaigns on the lower Mississippi in 1779, Gálvez
demonstrated great pleasure in the zeal displayed by the Louisiana militia in all of their
engagements. He singled out the Acadian companies, in whom burned the memory of British
cruelty in the Seven Years' War, which forced them to abandon their homes in Canada." The
Louisiana Acadians tasted sweet revenge against their former oppressors.
Gálvez was promoted to Brigadier General for his successful campaign. He immediately began
planning an expedition against the British Fort Charlotte in Mobile and Pensacola, the remaining
British strongholds in West Florida, which would culminate in the capture of Pensacola, the West
Florida capital, in 1781.
Baton Rouge remained in Spanish hands for the rest of the war.
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2020 Revolutionary Lecture Series
Reservations can now be made. Call (336) 288-1776 ext. 240, and do not leave a
message. You must speak with a park staff member to secure your reservation.
Do you want to keep learning about the American Revolution? If so, the March 2020
Revolutionary Lecture Series is the perfect opportunity to learn about the newest scholarly work
about the American Revolution. Three visiting authors will present their work and sign their books
for attendees.

All lectures will be in the Battlefield Visitor Center at:
2332 New Garden Road
Greensboro, North Carolina 27410
Lectures begin at 7 P.M. and last approximately an hour, with a short Q&A session followed by
book signings in the lobby. Doors open at 6:45 P.M.
RESERVATIONS - This is a FREE event open to the public but due to limited space in the
auditorium you must reserve your seat. Call the park visitor center at (336) 288-1776 ext. 240.
Reservations limited to 6 per group.

Lecture: “Independence Lost: Lives on the Edge of the American Revolution”
Wednesday, March 11
Speaker: Kathleen DuVal
Kathleen DuVal is Bowman and Gordon Gray Professor of History at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill. Her field of expertise is early American history, particularly interactions
among American Indians, Europeans, and Africans on the borderlands of North America. In
Independence Lost, DuVal recounts an untold story of as rich and significant as that of the
Founding Fathers: the history of the Revolutionary Era as experienced by slaves, American
Indians, women, and British loyalists living on Florida's Gulf Coast.
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The book is the winner of the Journal of the American Revolution "Book of the Year Award" and
a finalist for the George Washington Book Prize.

******

Lecture: “Brothers at Arms: American Independence and the Men of
France and Spain Who Saved It”
Thursday, March 12
Speaker: Larrie D. Ferreiro
Larrie D. Ferreiro teaches history and engineering at George Mason University in Virginia,
Georgetown University and the Stevens Institute of Technology. He has served for over thirtyfive years in the US Navy, US Coast Guard and Department of Defense, and was an exchange
engineer in the French Navy.
In his detailed accounts Ferreiro shows that without the extensive military and financial support of
the French and Spanish, the American cause would never have succeeded. France and Spain
provided close to the equivalent of $30 billion and 90 percent of all guns used by the Americans,
and they sent soldiers and sailors by the thousands.
Note: I recently found this book in the Mocksville Public Library. Also, An earlier issue
of the Bethabara Bugler contained the following additional information regarding
Spain’s support: One Spanish firm, at the request of Benjamin Franklin, even sent “215
bronze cannons, 4,000 field tents, 12,826 grenades, 30,000 muskets, 30,000 bayonets,
30,000 uniforms, 51,314 musket balls, and 300,000 pounds of gunpowder. Later the
Spanish Minister sent 12,000 muskets to Boston. Manifests later showed that twelve
ships loaded with war supplies had sailed from Cadiz, Spain to Boston and
Philadelphia. Although such help was obviously very significant, it was far from being
the only help given by Spain to the independence effort of the 13 Colonies.”
******
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Lecture: “The Framers’ Coup: The Making of the United States
Constitution”
Friday, March 13
Speaker: Michael J. Klarman
Michael J. Klarman is the Kirkland & Ellis Professor at Harvard Law School, where he joined the
faculty in 2008. Klarman has won numerous awards for his teaching and scholarship, which are
primarily in the areas of Constitutional Law and Constitutional History.
Based on prodigious research and told largely through the voices of the participants, The Framers'
Coup narrates how the Framers' clashing interests shaped the Constitution and American history
itself. Definitive and authoritative, it explains why the Framers preferred such a constitution and
how they managed to persuade the country to adopt it.

----------------------------------------Upcoming 2020 SAR Activities
Mar 12
Mar 14
Apr 3-4th
Apr 9
Apr 18
May 14
April 3-4th
May 30th
June 30
July 4
July 18

Bethabara Chapter meeting, Pizza 66, social at noon, meeting starts 12:00 PM
239th Anniversary of the Battle of Guilford’s Courthouse, Greensboro, NC *
92nd Annual NC State SAR Convention, Winston-Salem, NC
Bethabara Chapter meeting, Pizza 66, social at noon, meeting starts 12:00 PM
Halifax Resolves, Halifax, NC
Bethabara Chapter meeting, Pizza 66, social at noon, meeting starts 12:00 PM
92nd Annual NC State SAR Convention, Winston-Salem, NC
Bethabara Chapter’s 5th Annual Toast to President George Washington’s visit
To Salem, 1:30 PM (site to be determined)
Battle of Ramsour’s Mill, Lincolnton, NC
Independence Day
Battle of Colson’s Mill, Norwood, NC
*
National Color Guard events
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----------------------------------------Bethabara Chapter Officers and Contacts for 2020
President
Ed Hosmer
100 Creekstone Ct.
Winston-Salem, NC 27104
(734) 776-6521
ejhosmer@earthlink.net

Vice-President
Bill Ewalt
135 Cramerton Ct.
Lewisville, NC 27023
(763) 229-9493
Wiewalt35@yahoo.com

Secretary
Andy Kelly
308 Springwater Court
Winston-Salem, NC 27106
(336) 442-7490
akelly1@triad.rr.com

Registrar & Historian
Larry McRae
5108 Huntcliff Trail
Winston-Salem, NC 27104
(336) 245-8969
mcraelt@gmail.com

Treasurer
Gary Fraysier
145 Ashton Place Circle
Winston-Salem, NC 27106
(336) 815-1159
garyfraysier@gmail.com

Newsletter
Allen Mollere, III
3721 Stancliff Road
Clemmons, NC 27012
(336) 766-4868
amollere@msn.com

Webmaster
Sam McCormick, III
4133 Allister St.
Winston-Salem, NC 27104
(336) 749-2149
Sam@must-innov8.com

Sargent-At-Arms
George Sage

Immediate Past-President
Fred Learned
4030 Dresden Drive
Winston-Salem, NC 27104
(239) 849-0814
fdlearned@gmail.com

******

Give the “GIFT” that keeps on giving.
Make a “Tax Deductible” gift or contribution to the “Bethabara Chapter Trust
Fund”. This Fund provides monies that helps support worthy projects of
the Bethabara Chapter, NCSSAR.

******
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