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Bethabara Chapter 
of Winston-Salem 

North Carolina State Society  

Sons of the American Revolution 

 

The Bethabara Bugler 
 

Volume 1, Issue 14                            November 1, 2019  

Chartered 29 October 1994 

Re-Organized 08 November 2014 

 

The Bethabara Bugler is the Newsletter of the Bethabara Chapter of Winston-Salem.  It is 

published monthly (except during the months of June, July, and August when there will only be 

one summer edition).  It will be distributed by email, usually at the first of the month.   Articles, 

suggestions, and ideas are welcome – please send them to:  Allen Mollere, 3721 Stancliff Road, 

Clemmons, NC 27012, or email: amollere@msn.com.     
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Pre-Meeting Social 

 

 
(L to R) Compatriots Ed Hosmer, Andy Kelly, and Sam McCormick 

 

 
(L to R) Compatriots Gary Fraysier, Bill Ewalt, guest Katherine Ewalt, 

Ed Hosmer, and Andy Kelly 
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Compatriots Andy Kelly and Larry McRae with the new Battle of the 

Shallow Ford banner 

 

  
 

Bethabara Chapter October Meeting  
(Meeting minutes submitted by Recording Secretary Andy Kelly) 

 

 
(L to R) Compatriots Bill Ewalt, guest Katherine Ewalt, Ed Hosmer, 

Larry McRae, and Andy Kelly 



Page 4 of 23 

 

 

Chapter President Ed Hosmer called the meeting to order at 12:30 PM and reported/acted upon 

the following: 

• Displayed the new Betsy Ross flag and Battle of Shallowford banner  

• Announced the following upcoming events: 

     Oct 12   239th Commemoration of Battle of Shallowford 

     Oct 15    Discussed the Randell Jones talk at the Old Salem Visitor Center, 7 PM 

     Dec 12    Chapter Holiday Gathering at Ed Hosmer’s house 

• A second dues notice will be included with the November meeting reminder and mailed to 

any remaining unpaid members on November 10 

• The New Member Guidebook will be distributed at the November meeting 

• One spot remains for a Patriot Presentation at the May meeting 

• Fred Learned attended the Battle of Kings Mountain and Eutaw Springs commemorations 

for which we received streamers 

• The chapter will present flag certificates to the Battle Branch Café and Huntsville 

Historical society at the Battle of Shallowford ceremony 

• Orin Sadler has completed a draft of the Chapter Constitution and By-Laws.  The 

committee will meet shortly and present a recommended new version to the membership 

at the November or January meeting 

• Serious work on the NCSSAR Convention to be held in Winston-Salem will begin in 

January 

New Business: 

• Ed Hosmer presented Allen Mollere with supplemental SAR certificates following 

presentations on his patriots Francois Dugas and Francois Mollere 

• Andy Kelly made a motion which was seconded by Sam McCormick to authorize Ed 

Hosmer to forward to NCSSAR the Eagle Scout application of Emory Wilson when it is 

received.  It passed unanimously. 

• Seven members and two guests were in attendance 
 

Old Business:  None 

 

The meeting adjourned at 1:40 PM. 

 

Recording Secretary 

Andy Kelly 
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Chapter President Ed Hosmer with the Chapter’s new Betsy Ross flag 

 

 

 

Feature Presentation 

  
Chapter President Ed Hosner (left) presenting Compatriot Allen Mollere, III, 

with one of his two new SAR supplemental certificates. (Allen was presented 

with his 6th and 7th SAR Patriot gold stars.) 
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Francois Dugas 
(A soldier in the Army of Gálvez) 

 

By Allen Mollere, III 

 
Francois Dugas, my 5th great-grandfather, was born about 1740 in River St. Jean, Acadia, Nova 

Scotia. The second son of Jean Dugas who was impacted by the British Grand Derangement, Jean  

followed his family into exile on the Gulf of St. Lawrence shore and ended up with them as a 

British prisoner of war in Nova Scotia during the early 1760s. His family arrived in Louisiana from 

Halifax via Cap-Français, St.-Domingue*, in February 1765. He married Marguerite Babin at 

Cabanocé, (now St. James Parish), Louisiana, in June 1768. 

Francois served as a volunteer in the Acadian Coast Militia.  He is listed in the roster of the 2nd 

Company of Acadian Militia of La Fourche in Louisiana, as a Fusillier, under direct command of 

Lt. Nicolas Verret, overall command of General Gálvez, on 27 August 1779, age 38. This 

information was documented by Commandant Louis Judice, Captain of the Militia, and recorded 

in the General Archives of the Indies, Seville, Spain.   

It is unknown as to what actual Gálvez military engagements that Francois Dugas fought in, 

but the 2nd Company of Acadian Militia of La Fourche fought with Gálvez against the British at 

Ft. Bute at Manchak in Louisiana, the British fort at Baton Rouge, the British at Fort Charlotte in 

Mobile, and the British forces at Pensacola. 

François died in October 1798 and was buried in Donaldsonville, Ascension Parish, Louisiana.  

 

*Cap-Français, St.-Domingue at the time was an important commercial and cultural 

center in French colonial Saint Dominque, now Haiti. 

 
****** 

 

Francois Mollere 
(A surgeon in the Army of Gálvez) 

By: Allen Mollere III 

 
Francois Mollere, my 6th great-grandfather, was born abt. 1735 in Barran, Province of 

Guyenne, located in the southwest of France. He first fought against the British in Nova Scotia. 

His name appears as a surgeon on the roster of Company Deneau of the Royal Regiment of 

Guyenne, regular French troops recruited from the Bordeaux region of France who were sent to 

Canada to oppose the threat of British conquest. This Regiment was one of five elite French 

regiments that sailed from the French port of Breste, abt. 03 May 1755, bound for “New France”, 



Page 7 of 23 

 

arriving in Quebec abt. 23 June 1755. He was probably aboard the ship. "Leopard", that set sail 

from Brest, France, on May 3. 1755 with 330 enlisted aboard, and 20 officers. The Guyenne 

Regiment participated in every major military engagement against the British between 1755 and 

1760 such as the capture of Ft. Oswego, battles of Ft. Ticonderoga, Niagara, fall of Quebec City, 

the fall of Montreal, the battle of Quebec, etc. He probably bade adieu to his native land of France 

about age 20, choosing to fight for his homeland against the British in the new world, never 

returning to his homeland, France.  

Francois, like most French soldiers upon arrival in Canada, was probably billeted in the home 

of a French-Canadian family named Perodeau and that is probably where he met his future wife, 

Marguerite Perodeau. He and Marguerite married 09 February 1756 in the Parish of Soulanges, 

Quebec, Canada. Of interest is the fact that in the marriage agreement, Marguerite received a 

dowry of abt. $600. U.S. dollars. Francois received abt. $10. U. S. Dollars payable after two 

months, and a feathered bed composed of two sheets and a wool blanket. 

The British victory of Montreal in September 1760 effectively ended the fighting and most of 

the French regiments returned home. Francois and Marguerite however remained in Canada until 

at least October 1764. Based upon the number of weddings and baptisms that Francois was a 

witness to, probably acquaintances from his military days, indicates that he was probably highly 

regarded by the soldiers in his regiment.  

Francois and Marguerite resided in Poste Vincennes, Virginia (a British colony at the time 

now named Vincennes, Indiana) about 29 October 1767, where he is documented as being a 

doctor. On 02 February 1770, Francois and his brother-in-law exchanged property that they owned 

with the parish church of St. Francis Xavier in Poste Vincennes, Virginia. That property is now 

the site of the Basilica of St. Francis Xavier and located in front of the George Rogers Clark 

Memorial. 

Probably unhappy living in British controlled territory, Francois and his family arrived in 

Louisiana sometime prior to November 1774. He is documented to be on the Acadian Coast, La 

Fourche, the Spanish Province of Louisiana, in 1779 and on the roster of the Volunteer Militia 

Company of La Fourche as a surgeon, serving under Lieutenant Nicolas Verret, under the overall 

command of Governor General Bernardo de Gálvez. All of whom were prepared to march against 

the British. 

Starting in August 1779, Governor General Bernardo de Gálvez and his diverse army and 

militias would go on to victories against the British at Ft. Bute of Manchac, the British fort at 

Baton Rouge, the British Fort Charlotte in Mobile, and the British forces at Pensacola. 

Francois Mollere, the patriarch of the Mollere lineage in Louisiana and father of at least seven 

children, died on 14 February 1787 in New Orleans, abt. age 52. He was buried in New Orleans.  

Records indicate that he was adventurous, not afraid to tread new paths, a faithful friend to 

his comrades in arms and neighbors as evidenced by the number of times he was a witness to their 

weddings, legal documents and preceding, and godfather to their children. He was religious, 

charitable as evidenced by his will, and a loving father and husband.  

His son eldest Joseph Mollere, my first SAR patriot, also fought with Governor General 

Bernardo de Gálvez as a Captain.  
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Picture of the family home of Francois Mollere in Barran, France, taken during a visit in 

2012, where I met with French cousins who lived in the home until 1991. At the time of the 

visit, the home, built in the late 1600s, had not been occupied for the previous twenty-one 

years.  

 

 

 

 
My French cousin standing in the rear corner of the Francois Mollere home. He 

and his two siblings were the last residents of the home prior to its sale in 1991. 
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The French cousins had many old Mollere family letters/documents dating back to the mid-1600s 

that had been stored for years in a trunk in the attic. Included in the many copies that they gave me 

was a letter written in in 1795 by Joseph Mollere (my 5th great-grandfather, and son of Francois 

Mollere) in Manchac, the then Spanish Louisiana territory, to his cousin in France. 

 

 

****** 

 

 

 
Quebec French Federation of Genealogy original file record for Francois Mollere 
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Capture of Fort Bute 
(compilation by Allen Mollere) 

 

Patriots fought against the British at Fort Bute in Louisiana, so it is appropriate to include the 

following information regarding the battle: 

Spain acquired the territory of Louisiana from France in 1682. It became known known 

as Spanish Louisiana. The district was retroceded to France, under the terms of the 

Third Treaty of San Ildefonso (1800) and the Treaty of Aranjuez (1801). 

Spain officially entered the American Revolutionary War on May 8, 1779, with a 

formal declaration of war by King Charles III. This declaration was followed by 

another on July 8 that authorized his colonial subjects to engage in hostilities against 

the British. When Bernardo de Gálvez, the colonial Governor of Spanish Louisiana 

received word of this on July 21, he immediately began to secretly plan offensive 

operations against the British. Gálvez, who had been planning for the possibility of war 

since April of that year, intercepted communications from the British at Pensacola 

indicating that the British were planning a surprise attack on New Orleans. He decided 

to launch his own attack first. To that end, he concealed from the public his receipt of 

the second proclamation.  

The British Fort Bute was located on Bayou Manchac in Spanish Louisiana, about 115 

miles up the Mississippi River from New Orleans, on the far western border of then 

British West Florida. British commander Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Dickson was 

charged with the defense of the Baton Rouge district, which included Fort Bute, Baton 

Rouge, and Fort Panmure (modern day Natchez, Mississippi).  

The British had begun sending larger numbers of troops to the area following George 

Rogers Clark's capture of Vincennes in Indiana, which had exposed the weak British 

defenses in the area. At Dickson's disposal in August 1779 were 400 regulars, including 

companies from the 16th and 60th Regiments, a recently-arrived company of grenadiers 

from the German state of Waldeck, and about 150 Loyalist militia.  

Gálvez originally planned to leave New Orleans on August 20. However, a hurricane 

on August 18 swept over the town, sinking most of his fleet and destroying provisions. 

Undeterred, Gálvez rallied the support of the colony and on August 27 set out by land 

toward Baton Rouge, using as an explanation for the movement the need to defend 

Spanish Louisiana from an expected British attack. The force that departed New 

Orleans consisted of 520 regulars, of whom about two-thirds were recent recruits, 60 

militiamen, 80 free men of color, and ten American volunteers headed by Oliver 

Pollock. As they marched upriver, the force grew by another 600 men, from Indians to 

Acadians. The Acadians in particular, could not wait to get at “those who had driven 

them into exile like miserable outlaws”. At its peak, the force numbered over 1,400 

speaking ten languages; but this number was reduced, due to the hardships of the 

march, by several hundred before they reached Fort Bute.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Declaration_of_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_III_of_Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pensacola,_Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Orleans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Bute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baton_Rouge,_Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Panmure
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natchez,_Mississippi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Rogers_Clark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Rogers_Clark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illinois_campaign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standing_army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/16th_Regiment_of_Foot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/60th_Regiment_of_Foot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grenadier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waldeck_(state)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loyalist_(American_Revolution)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Militia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hurricane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Militia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_people_of_color
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_Pollock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_Pollock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_Americans_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cajun
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When the British commander Dickson received word of Spanish movements, he 

withdrew most of his forces to the Forts at Baton Rouge and Panmure, leaving a small 

garrison of 20 Waldeckers under Captain von Haake behind. Fort Bute was an older 

stockade fort built in 1766 and in such disrepair that Dickson judged it to be 

indefensible.  

When the force neared Fort Bute on September 6, Gálvez informed his troops of the 

Spanish war declaration and the true purpose of their mission, eliciting cheers from the 

men. At dawn the next day the screaming militia of Gálvez attacked the fort through 

heavy ground fog, and after a brief skirmish in which one hapless German grenadier 

sentry was killed and two others wounded, the garrison surrendered. Instead of the 

expected four-hundred-man garrison, there were only two dozen men in the fort. The 

British forces immediately surrendered but six escaped capture through the fog and 

made their way to the fort at Baton Rouge to notify British commander Lieutenant 

Colonel Dickson. The Gálvez force suffered no casualties. An authority on the action 

at Fort Bute wrote that "the militia, particularly the Acadians, behaved splendidly."  

The victory at Fort Bute was hardly a battle but it gave the Spanish forces under Gálvez 

their much needed first victory against the British. The victory also signaled the 

opening of Spanish intervention in the American Revolutionary War on the side of 

France and the United States. Gálvez remained at Fort Bute for six days, giving his men 

time to rest, before moving on to the British fort at Baton Rouge. 

 

 

 
 

 

Fred Learned 
 

Fred Learned, Sr., North Carolina State SAR Society Vice President and Past-President, Bethabara 

Chapter, was very busy recently, as usual, participating in SAR activities.  

He drove down to Eutaw Springs, South Carolina on Friday September 6th to attend their SAR 

evening dinner meeting, because the SAR National President General was expected to attend and 

needed to be welcomed.  (Unfortunately, the National President General’s flight was canceled due 

to Hurricane Dorian.) The 238th anniversary of the Battle of Eutaw Springs ceremony was held the 

next morning, Saturday 7th, at two locations: a) the historic chapel; and b) the site of the 

battle.  According to Fred, the thunder of the cannon firing was awesome! South Carolina was 

making a pitch to make this ceremony a “National Event” and therefore dignitaries from other 

states were requested to attend.  In this capacity Fred represented North Carolina. 

 On Sunday, October 6, Fred attended the SAR South Atlantic District meeting of State Presidents 

from FL, GA, SC and NC that was held in Spartanburg. During that meeting a grandfather from 

NC and his three sons and two infant grandsons who live in SC, were inducted as new SAR 

members. The next day, October 7, Fred participated in the 239th Anniversary of the Battle of 

Kings Mountain, holding the North Carolina State SAR flag at the top of mountain where the battle 

occurred. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain_in_the_American_Revolutionary_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
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****** 

 

 

Battle of Eutaw Springs 
(Compilation by Allen Mollere) 

 

 

 

The Battle of Eutaw Springs on 8 September 1781 

 

The September 8, 1781, Battle of Eutaw Springs in Orangeburg County, South Carolina, was a 

battle of the American Revolutionary War in the Southern Theater, and was the last major 

engagement of the war in the Carolinas. About 2,000 British troops, including two American 

Loyalist contingents under the command of British Colonel Alexander Stewart would clash with 

a 2,200-man American force led by General Nathaniel Greene that included Brigadier 

General Francis “Swamp Fox” Marion. 

Fortune shifted in favor of each side at different points during the battle. The Americans had the 

upper hand until they penetrated the core of the British encampment. But lacking food and 

clothing, the Americans then fell into disarray as they looted the British supplies. The Redcoats 

counterattacked and drove the Americans back. 

Both sides claimed victory. The claim of several historians that the British won the battle is 

challenged. 

Stewart's letter to Cornwallis on 11 Sept. 1781 states, 

“With particular satisfaction I have the honour to inform your lordship, that on the 8th 

instant I was attacked by the rebel General Greene, with all the force he could collect 

in this province and North Carolina, and after an obstinate engagement, which lasted 

near two hours, I totally defeated him, and took two 6-pounders." 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolutionary_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carolinas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Marion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Battle_of_Eutaw_Springs.Dean.USMA.edu.history.gif
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Greene's letter to Washington on 17 Sept. 1781 states, 

“Be far the most obstinate fight I ever saw. Victory was ours, and had it not been for 

one of those little incidents which frequently happen in the progress of war, we should 

have taken the whole British Army." 

There are several casualty versions, but the one compiled on September 25, 1781, shows 119 

killed, 382 wounded and 78 missing. The British took 60 prisoners, including the wounded 

Colonel William Washington, and two artillery pieces. The British casualty report stated their loss 

as 85 killed, 297 wounded, and 430 captured. Greene, however, reported that he had captured 500 

prisoners, including 70 wounded. In the end, though actual casualty numbers may differ, the 

Americans claim maybe 579 (?) casualties. The British took a worse beating, though, as the British 

claim maybe 882 (?) casualties. 

Despite possibly winning a tactical victory, the British lost strategically. The outcome of the Battle 

of Eutaw Springs probably convinced Cornwallis that he could not win the Revolutionary War in 

the South. His inability to stop Greene's continuing operations forced the British to abandon most 

of their conquests in the South, leaving them in control of a small number of isolated enclaves 

at Wilmington, Charleston, and Savannah. The British attempt to pacify the South with Loyalist 

support had failed even before Cornwallis surrendered at Yorktown two and a half months later. 

 

 

 
Pictured above, from a previous ceremony, are members of a cannon crew from 

the Historic Camden Revolutionary War Artillery Unit. The Eutaw Springs 

Chapter of the South Carolina Society of the Sons of the American Revolution 

traditionally celebrates the anniversary of the Battle of Eutaw Springs every 

year, featuring everything from musket and cannon salutes to wreath-laying 

ceremonies.  

 

  

****** 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilmington,_North_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savannah,_Georgia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Yorktown
https://thetandd.com/content/tncms/live/#1
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Battle of Kings Mountain 
(Compilation by Allen Mollere) 

 

 

One thousand American frontiersmen, Patriot irregulars under Colonel William Campbell 

of Virginia, gathered in the backcountry on the border of North and South Carolina to resist 

British commander Colonel Ferguson’s advance. These Americans came from Virginia (one 

of the 13 original colonies and the first part of the country permanently settled by the 

English), Georgia, and both Carolinas. North Carolina, one of the original 13 colonies, was the 

first state to instruct its delegates to vote for independence from the British crown during 

the Continental Congress. 

At Kings Mountain, Americans fought other Americans of Colonel Patrick Ferguson’s Tory 

force. That force was made up mostly of American Loyalists from South Carolina and 

elsewhere, who made up the western wing of General Lord Cornwallis’  North 

Carolina invasion force. Ferguson, the only Briton on the field that day, was hotheaded, arrogant, 

and a tenacious warrior. He held the western left flank of Cornwallis' invasion forces pushing into 

North Carolina from the south. Settlers west of the Appalachians were issued a dire warning by 

Ferguson, that if they failed to: 

“desist from their opposition to the British army, and take protection under this 

standard, he would march this army over the mountains, hang their leaders, and lay 

their country waste with fire and sword.” 

The hard and independent Patriots decided to march over the mountains to teach Ferguson what 

a Free People were capable of. After a weeks-long chase, the Overmountain riflemen surrounded 

Ferguson and his Loyalists from the King's American Regiment, and the New Jersey Regiment, 

who occupied the high ground atop Kings Mountain. The Patriots launched their assault on all 

four sides of the mountain, in the early afternoon of October 7, 1780, charging the hillside 

multiple times. 

Ferguson’s forces outnumbered the American Patriots. Patriot Colonel James Williams of South 

Carolina’s superior knowledge of the terrain enabled him to surround the British forces. 

Ferguson’s forces launched bayonet charges to drive back the Overmountain Men. Each time, the 

Americans broke off around the flanks only to attack again after the Loyalists redeployed to face 

a threat from another direction. Ferguson had boasted that "God Himself cannot remove me from 

this mountain!" Steadily, however, the Americans fought their way up Kings Mountain.  

Unwilling to surrender, and in the attempt to rally his men, Ferguson led a suicidal charge on 

horseback down the mountain. He was cut down in a hail of bullets and died the following 

day. After his death his men tried to surrender, but they were slaughtered in cold blood by 

the frontiersmen, who were bitter over British excesses in the Carolinas. The Tories 

suffered 157 killed, 163 wounded, and 698 captured. Colonel Campbell’s force suffered 

just 28 killed and 60 wounded.  

The Battle of Kings Mountain was one of the most pivotal battles in the history of these United 

States. The American victory was seen by both sides as the turning point in the War for 

Independence. Thomas Jefferson called the battle "the turn of the tide of success."  

https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/virginia
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/north-carolina
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/north-carolina
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The loss of Ferguson's force prompted Cornwallis to temporarily abandon his offensive in North 

Carolina and permanently shifted the initiative to the Americans in the South. Ultimate American 

victory in the Revolutionary War was barely more than a year away - and the men who marched 

over the mountains on October 7, 1780, made a huge contribution to securing the promise of 

Liberty as laid out by the Declaration of Independence. 

 

 

 

 
Commemoration ceremony for the Battle of Kings Mountain.  Compatriot Fred 

Learned (top far right) is holding the North Carolina state SAR flag 
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Tombstone for Colonel Patrick Ferguson, commander of the British troops at 

Kings Mountain 

 

 

 

 

239th Commemoration of Battle of the Shallow Ford 

 
Commemoration of the October 14, 1780, Battle of the Shallow Ford took place at the Huntsville 

UM church on October 12, 2019. Dr. Don Mann, new Bethabara Chapter Compatriot, provided 

the opening ceremony invocation. In attendance for this enjoyable event was Bethabara 

compatriots Fred Learned, Ed Hosmer, Allen Mollere, Bill Ewalt, Gary Fraysier, and Andy Kelly.  
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Presentation of Colors and opening remarks by Fred Learned, Sr., VP, NC State 

Society and Past-President, Bethabara Chapter of SAR. 

 

 
Fred Learned discussing the importance of the Battle of the Shallow Ford 
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Retiring the Colors following ceremony – NC SAR State Color Guard 

 

 
Compatriot Ed Hosmer presenting a Bethabara Chapter Certificate of Appreciation 

to the owner (left) of Battle Branch Café for use of facilities during Battle of the 

Shallow Ford Commemoration Ceremonies 
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Andrew Mackie, President of the Yadkin County Historical Society standing near 

Daniel Boone trail marker, providing historical information regarding the Shallow 

Ford battle  

 

 
Daniel Boone trail marker, placed by the DAR, at the spot of his 

passage from North Carolina to Kentucky in 1769. 
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The deteriorating structure in background, beyond the once Great Wagon Road, is known as the 

John Kelly Tavern. Graves of the casualties of the Battle of the Shallow Ford are believed to lie a 

very short distance west of the tavern. Indications are that either Robert Lanier or John Williams 

built the structure between 1778 – 1785. Architectural inspection of the tavern revealed traces of 

Georgian style in the construction. That would further suggest a pre-1790 building. The tavern takes 

its name from the man who operated it for more than twenty years, and whose family continued to 

run it for another thirty years after his death. Relatively little can be found about John Kelly himself. 

He came to Surry County in the 1780s and shortly thereafter married Nancy Davis. The county court 

granted Kelly a license to operate a tavern on November 11, 1794, and it appears that he then took 

charge of the facility. 
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As the Colonists took up arms against Britain, in January 1776, Henry Francis of Montgomery County, 

Virginia took the oath as an Ensign of the Militia. Three months later, a company was formed of those 

living on Cripple Creek: Andrew Thompson was the Captain, and Henry Francis the Lieutenant. In March 

1778, Henry Francis replaced Andy Thompson as Captain of the company. Captain Henry Francis was shot 

through the head and killed (the only Patriot killed in the Battle of the Shallow Ford). His sons John and 

Henry, Jr. also fought in the battle. Henry, Jr. was only a few feet from his father when he fell; John fired 

at the Tory who had shot their father and believed that he killed him. Captain Francis was buried at the 

battle site. 

 

 

 
Andrew Mackie standing near grave of Captain Henry Francis. Granite SAR patriot 

marker at foot of grave was provided by the SAR Bethabara Chapter 
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This giant tulip poplar tree, locally known as “the Witness tree”, may have 

witnessed the Battle of the Shallow Ford because it is estimated to be 250 years 

old and stands guard very near Capt. Francis’ grave. 

 

 
 

Wachovia Historical Society  

 
On Tuesday, October 15, 2019, the Wachovia Historical Society at its annual meeting at the Old 

Salem Visitor Center invited Mr. Randell Jones as their guest speaker. An award-winning author 

and storyteller, Mr. Jones gave a very enjoyable and informative talk about America’s fight for 

independence entitled “They Came to Wachovia Tired, Cold, and Hungry”. It covered the 

timeframe from the patriots Battle at Kings Mountain to their arrival at Bethabara. SAR 

Compatriots in attendance included Allen Mollere, Andy Kelly, Bill Ewalt, Larry McRae, Ed 

Hosmer, and Fred Learned. Hopefully we can get Mr. Jones to speak at our January 2020 Chapter 

meeting. 
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Upcoming 2019 Bethabara Chapter Activities 
 

Nov 11 Veterans Day 

Nov 14 Bethabara Chapter meeting, Pizza 66, social at noon, meeting starts 12:30 PM 

Dec 7  Battle of Great Bridge 

Dec 12 Chapter evening holiday gathering at home of Ed Hosmer 

Dec 14 Wreaths Across America 

2020 

Jan 9  Bethabara Chapter meeting, Pizza 66, social at noon, meeting starts 12:30 PM 

Jan 18  Battle of Cowpens 

Feb 1   Battle of Cowan’s Ford 

Feb 13  Bethabara Chapter meeting, Pizza 66, social at noon, meeting starts 12:30 PM 

Mar 12  Bethabara Chapter meeting, Pizza 66, social at noon, meeting starts 12:30 PM 

Apr 9   Bethabara Chapter meeting, Pizza 66, social at noon, meeting starts 12:30 PM 

May 14  Bethabara Chapter meeting, Pizza 66, social at noon, meeting starts 12:30 PM 

 
 

Bethabara Chapter Officers and Contacts for 2019 

 
President  Vice-President  Secretary 

Ed Hosmer Bill Ewalt Andy Kelly 

100 Creekstone Ct. 135 Cramerton Ct.  308 Springwater Court 

Winston-Salem, NC 27104 Lewisville, NC 27023 Winston-Salem, NC 27106 

(734) 776-6521 (763) 229-9493 (336) 442-7490 

ejhosmer@earthlink.net Wiewalt35@yahoo.com akelly1@triad.rr.com 

 

Registrar & Historian  Treasurer Newsletter 

Larry McRae Gary Fraysier Allen Mollere, III 

5108 Huntcliff Trail 145 Ashton Place Circle 3721 Stancliff Road 

Winston-Salem, NC 27104 Winston-Salem, NC 27106 Clemmons, NC 27012 

(336) 245-8969 (336) 815-1159 (336) 766-4868 

mcraelt@gmail.com garyfraysier@gmail.com amollere@msn.com 

 

Webmaster Sargent-At-Arms Immediate Past-President 

Sam McCormick, III George Sage Fred Learned 

4133 Allister St.  4030 Dresden Drive 

Winston-Salem, NC 27104  Winston-Salem, NC 27104 

(336) 749-2149  (239) 849-0814 

Sam@must-innov8.com  fdlearned@gmail.com  
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